
Students'partner benefits 
threatened by amendment 
BiMFlTSfrom page! 
purchase two separate studenl 
policies instead of paying the 
rate for a spouse. 

Despite the expectedly low 
number of students who will 
sign up for the domestic partnei 
benefits, Wolf is still concerned 
that the insurance benefit will be 
taken away in November if the 
state constitutional amendmeni 
passes. 

Those touting the petition 
needed to gather 105,214 valid 
signatures by July 7 to get the 
amendment on the Novembei 
ballot 

Secretary of State Scott 
Moore’s office said Tuesday that 
the group had gathered 19,000 
more signatures than needed to 
place the amendment on the 
ballot. 

The signatures can be con- 

tested, and if enough are found 
to be invalid, the amendment 
could be removed. 

The fact that the amend- 
ment will be included on the 
ballot gives the university 
administration a chance to 
stand up for its students and 
domestic partner benefits, Woli 
said. 

"This will test the resolve oi 
the administration right now 

before the election," he said. "It’s 
up to them whether they’re 
going to defend this by opposing 
the amendment or whether 
they’re going to remain sileni 
and let this be taken away from 
die students. 

"That will require people like 
(University President) Dennis 
Smith and the regents to decide 
what kind of effect this will have 
on recruitment” 

Robin Mills, spokeswoman 
for the conservative group 
Nebraska Family Council, said 
the council pushed the amend- 
ment to “save the institution ol 
marriage.” 

"It is our desire to not let a 

minority define marriage in 
Nebraska,” Mills said. 

Wolf said the university 
administration should realize 
the effect the Defense ol 
Marriage Amendment could 
have. 

“If they were wise, they 
would realize if the amendment 
passes, recruitment will suffer,” 

I- 

7 can’t get married. Legally, there’s no other 
way my partner and I can care for our 

family. I think it’s because they think we’re 
immoral. And I’m so angry about it." 

he said. “People will not come 
here. This will tell them what 
kind of place Nebraska is to live 
in.” 

DiBernard has lived in 
Nebraska for 22 years. But her 
lesbian partner is still not eligi- 
ble for DiBernard’s insurance 
because they are not married. 

No U.S. state will allow the 
two to get married. And only 
Vermont recognizes civil 
unions.UNL’s Academic Senate 
passed a bill for the third time 
April 4, urging the administra- 
tion to approve faculty and staff 
domestic partner benefits. 

From the Academic Senate, a 

motion moves to die university- 
wide Benefits Committee, a 

group made up of representa- 
tives from UNL, the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha, the 
University of Nebraska at 

Kearney and the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center. 

In August 1996, the commit- 
tee permanently tabled the 
motion to grant domestic part- 
ner benefits to faculty and staff. 

On April 15.1999, UNO’s fac- 
ulty senate voted in favor of ben- 
efits for domestic partners. 

But even though another 
faculty senate and UNLs student 
senate have voiced their sup- 
port, the committee refuses to 
discuss the issue again, said 
Agnes Adams, then-chair- 
woman of the committee. 

Even if the committee 
approves the benefits, they will 
have to go through other com- 

mittees before going to the 
Board of Regents. 

After the university-wide 
committee passes a motion, it 
then goes to the university’s 
Council of Business Officers, a 

group made up of chief business 
officers from each of the four 
university campuses. 

David Lecnner, vice presi- 
dent for business and finance 
and a member of the committee, 

Barbara DiBernard 
associate English professor 

said he didn’t know what the 
CBO would do with a motion 

proposing domestic partner 
benefits if the university-wide 
committee passed that on to 
them. 

"I have been dialoguing and 
trying to give (supporters of 
domestic partner benefits) the 
opportunity to get the issue teed 
off,” Lechner said. “I have met 
with student leaders and offered 
them advice about how to move 
forward.” 

Lechner stressed he was not 

taking sides one way or the other 
but providing information about 
the process. 

After the Council of Business 
Officers passes a motion, it then 
goes to the President's Council, 
which is made up of Smith and 
each of the four chancellors 
from the university system. 

If the President’s Council 
approves, the proposal then 
goes to the Board of Regents for a 

final decision. 
Guyla Mills, chairwoman of 

the Defense of Marriage 
Committee, said she hoped to 

pass her amendment so the 
board won’t have to make a deci- 
sion. 

Guyla Mills said marriage 
needs to be protected from gays’ 
trying to get married. 

"Marriage since the begin- 
ning of time has been between 
one man and one woman,” 
Guyla Mills said. "In the last 
6,000 years, there’s been no 

precedence of gay marriage. 
What would that open the doors 
to?” 

To DiBernard, a “gay mar- 

riage” would open up a lot. 
“I can’t get married,” she 

said. 
"Legally, there’s no other way 

my partner and I can care for our 

family. 
"I think it’s because they 

think we’re immoral. And I’m so 

angry about it” 

-- 

THUNK YOU 
The Big Red Welcome committee offers a big red 

THANK YOU to all the faculty, staff, graduate 
and undergraduate volunteers who helped make 

Friday and Saturday night a success. 

Thanks also to the many Lincoln businesses and NU 
Departments who donated or reduced prices on prizes, 

supplies, people and food for the event: 

ACReW Hamada Enterprises, Inc. 
Adventure Golf Center Homer's 
Athletic Department Lamar's Donuts 

B & R Stores, Inc. LinPepCo. 
Basket Craze Nebraska Bookstore 

Best Styles Formal Wear Nebraska Unions 
Bike Pedalers Outback Steakhouse 

Campus Recreation Center Paper Warehouse 
Carlos O'Kelly's Pegler/Sysco 

Champions Fun Center Pep Band 
Cinnamon Central Precision Skateboards 

DesignWear Remedy 
Douglas Theater Co. Residence Hall Association 

Euphoria Sugar Plum Candies 
Eyes of the World Tico's 

Ferrellgas University Program Council 
Food Services Valentino's 
Gateway Bowl zHusker.com 
Greek Affairs 

I nUDIRECTIDnS 
Reducing high-risk drinking... together 

Girl's bums lead 
to arrest for abuse 

A Lincoln man was arrested 
Monday for felony child abuse 
based on the scalding burns a 

young girl sustained while he 
was watching her earlier this 
month. 

On Aug. 11, 23-year-old 
Jeremy Brown was caring for his 
girlfriend’s 3-year-old daughter 

at a 624 W. Fairfield Drive apart- 
ment, Lincoln Police Ofc. 
Katherine Finnell said 

That evening the girl was 
taken to Saint Elizabeth Regional 
Medical Center, where she was 

treated for scalding bums on her 
feet and rear end from bath 
water that was too hot 

37 firearms stolen 
from northeast home 

Last week 37 rifles and shot- 
guns were stolen from a north- 
east Lincoln home while the 
owner was away. 

Between August 14 and 17 
someone broke into 5010 
Sherwood Drive and took the 
guns, worth $20,000, Finnell said. 
There was no sign of forced entry 
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" WELCOME STUDEKTS! i 
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Weekend Calling 
For Life! 

• FOUR State Local Calling Ana 
• RATE Plans Starting as low as $29410 
•FREE Nokia 252 
• FREE Case & Cigarette Lighter Adapter 
•TEN Hot Colors To Choose From 

* some restriction apply 

Specials at these 
locations ONLY 

Nebraska Bookstore 
13* and Q Streets 

Russ's Market 
70* and Van Dorn 

Super Saver 
27* and Comhusker Hwy. 
Super Saver 
07* DUa I 

! Hardt Communications celluTarohc i 
! Jerod 580-5920 Joe 890-9164 Doug 890-0215 Troy 560-7837 Kathy 310-3559 ! 
! Jenni 890-5366 Tanner 890-6095 Rob 580-0062 Cassie 310-1920 Carrie 580-4705 J 

Stand out from the crowd. 
...and don t wait in line, either. 

Special Prices for Students 
UNL Computer Shop fcaoues special prices far Uabiccriiy of Nebrariui student, 

lb ban stocked up ou dm mom pcpdnmoddi and configurations 
so you cm buy pour Mac and sun cnjojfag ft right awy! 

Sales Event 

Monday, Aug. 21st - Friday, Sept 1,2000 
Cad 472-5787 far our spcdsi utcheod hum duriufibacklhScfcoql. 

University of Nebraska Computer Shop 
(4QZH72'5787 • htip.Z/toks.ufiLedu • wwwjpptexom^cducariomtoe 

501 Building * 501 Scadham Drive aciom from die sodium 

* 

WWW.DAILYNEB.COM 


