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Senators take on gambling

Betting on college, bigh school and Olympic sports under attack

By Brandon Schulte
Staff writer

Whether they knew it or not, members of
ancient Mesopotamia likely connected sport to
what many consider its greatest evil today.

In the days long before luxury boxes, stadi-
ums, even the pyramids, they invented boxing.
And with the advent of prize fighting, sports
inevitably became linked to

As sport evolved, so did gambhng to the
point where estimates have amounts as high as
380 billion wagered annually in the United States
;m sports at both the amateur and professional

evels.

The true figure isn’t known because some 90
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percent of sports gambling done in this country is
outside of the state of Nevada and the Oregon
Lottery — the only two legal places to place bets
on athletics in the United States.

In an effort to curb the illegal wagering, two
U. S. Senators — Vermont Democrat Patrick
Leahy and Kansas Republican Sam Brownback
— have introduced a bipartisan bill to ban all bet-
ting on college, high school and Olympic com-

itions.

“Legal college sports betting undermines
college sports across the country and encourages
gamblers to tempt college students into gambling
problems and point-shaving schemes,” Leahy
said.

“A national ban on college and high school

By Joshua Camenzind

sports betting will send a strong message to stu-
dents that sports gambling and point-shaving - .
schemes will not be tolerated in this country. And
it will help prevent these ravages.”

But whether the proposed bill, the High
School and College Sports Gambling
Prohibition Act, would be a success or failure is
as complicated to comprehend as the wording of
the legislation itself.

= Reduce the number of people who are
Anatomy of a bill i : .

The Prohibition Act statute would close a
loophole in the Professional and Amateur Sports
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Attacking CU team
prayer is ridiculous

Melanie Falk/DN

Staff writer

| drain with a 10-16 overall record.

For the Nebraska men’s basketball team, reality has set in.
The Cornhuskers have three regular season games remain-
hopes have been washed down the

NU' only hope of playing past March 12 (the Big 12
Tournament Championship) is to win on that date,
which would bring an automatic entrance into
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“I think he just wants to
come out and play well,”
Cochran said, “so people can see
what kind of career he has had.

He has had an extremely suc-
cessful career.

- “He doesn’t show a lot of

. . emeotion, but I think he’ll

come out with some emotion
and play well.”

Florence will also be look-
ing to better his performance
against Kansas on Wednesday
night. He shot six of 15 from
the floor with four turnovers
- and his bad night culminated

with a technical foul with 12:15

remaining.

Nebraska Coach Danny Nee
said his senior has gone through
some tough times.
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top spot, with KSU as the favorite. On




