
‘Pitch Black’ simple sci-fi film 
By Samuel McKewon 
Senior editor 

There is a simple appreciation I 
have for the motivations of “Pitch 
Black,” a marginal yet enjoyable 
piece of science fiction. 

Its director, David Twohy, who 
previously directed the “The Arrival,” 
reaches no further than his grasp in 
this movie. A spaceship crashes on a 

desolate planet, there are a few sur- 

vivors and they have to battle some 

winged beasts, along with each other. 
And eventually, they’ll have to escape 
because there is no way in hell they’re 
killing all the winged beasts. And 
that’s the movie. 

Sure, “Pitch Black” throws in one 
neat twist: Its lead character, Riddick 
(Vin Diesel), is an escaped con who 
can see in the dark and has little love 
for anyone on the ship. 

Pitch Black 
-> V.- 

I j I STARRING: Vin Diesel, 
Cole Hauser 
DIRECTOR: David Twohy 
RATED: R (blood, guts 
and aliens) 
GRADE: B 

^ FIVE WORDS: 
Meaningless, “Pitch Black” 
still fun 

It is Riddick whom the surviving 
'passengers fear the most, especially 
after his bounty hunter, Johns (Cole 
Hauser), yammers on about him for a 

while. 
Along with Johns, the surviving 

pilot (Radha Mitchell) and a few other 
stragglers, played by unknowns, wan- 

der around the desert looking for a 

way off the planet, searching for 

Riddick and staring at some mighty 
strange-looking rock formations. 

Over time, they all find out what 
those rock formations mean. And they 
find a possible way off the planet. But 
not before the monsters show up for 
some fun. 

All these scripts play out the same, 
and “Pitch Black” is a retread of 
“Alien,” along with many other beast- 
related movies like it. Diesel has a few 
good moments as the rebel without a 

soul, and I liked Rhiana Griffith as the 
teenager along for the trip. This movie 
is not about the acting. 

It is about the look, and Twohy 
gives the planet a good once-over 

bathing it in high-intensity yellow and 
blue, reminiscent of “Three Kings.” 
And when the suns finally go out 
because of a solar eclipse, Twohy han- 
dles darkness with visual flair, too. 

We never quite see the aliens com- 

pletely, but they’re highly unkind 

creatures who enjoy human blood. 
And since it’s pretty well established 
that there’s no way to kill them all, 
“Pitch Black” becomes a question of 
who will live, rather than who will 
die. 

It answers its questions and ends. 
It’s fine diversionary discourse 
because it aims no higher. And that’s 
just fine with me. 

I NOMINEES WANTED I 
Students, faculty, administrators and staff are encouraged to nominate a graduate 
assistant who is a role model and mentors to the academic success of students 
from underrepresented groups for the Graduate Assistant Mentoring Award. 
All current full-time graduate teaching and research assistants at the 
University of Nebraska are eligible for the award. The recipient will be honored 
at the annual Graduate College Awards Ceremony in April. 

Nominations must include: 
• a nomination letter outlining the mentoring activities and successes of the nominee 
• a curriculum vitae 
• letters of support from at least one faculty advisor or peer and at least one 

undergraduate student/mentee 

Please send completed applications by March 3,2000, to: 
Dean of Graduate Studies 
301 Canfield Administration Building 
City Campus 0434 

For more information, please contact the Office of Graduate Studies at 472-2875. 

Read and earn UNI credit 
at your pace this summer 
Add hours to your schedule while you: 
• Take course work with you to summer destinations. 
• Study at home at your own pace. 

Chock it out March 1: 
• Meet instructors March 1,5:00-6:30 p.m. at the 

Summer Reading Course Program Meeting. 
Location: Nebraska Union, city campus (room posted) 

• Choose from 27 undergraduate courses in 
9 departments. Read the Feb. 23 Daily Nebraskan for a 

fun listing of courses, instructors and alternate meeting times. 

Call 472-1392 for your Summer Reading Course brochure 
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Check Out Our New 

Music Department 
Campus Backstaae 

Ifcxfroekj kewic yoa Whb to... 

MuleletHHjmiimlto... On Sale Through February 29 

Apollo Four Forty 
Getin' High 90 Your 
Omi Supply 
(Sony/Epic) 
•10.99 

Mocy Gray 
On How Life Is 
(Sony/Epic] 
•12.99 

Smash Mouth 
Astro Lounge 
(kttencope) 
•13.99 

I 

Blink 182 
Enema of the Stale 

(MCA) 
*14.99 

Over the Rhine 
Good Dog Bad Dog 
(Virgin) 
*12.99 

Stroke 9 
Nasty Little Thoughts 
(Cherry) 
*10.99 

Ghostface Killah 
Supreme Clientele 
(Sony) 
•13.99 

Slipknot 
Slipknot 
(Roadrunner) 
•12.99 

Vertical Horizon 
Everything You Want 

(RCA) 
•12.99 

uauy rNeDraskan, $5.25/15 words 
20 Nebraska Union M T A T TH* T TH* $3.50/15 words (students) 
(402)472-2588 W I /l I |H I |-H I $0.15 each additional word 
FAX: (402) 472-1761 Vjljril Jll II I I j I ll I $0.75 billing charge 
dn@unl.edu ^ A 1 ■* $0.75/line headline 

Df'uHlinp* ^ n m wootrrl nrinr 

200s For sale 

‘98 Hyundai Accent. 35,000 miles. Auto, air, warranty 
Excellent condition. $7400.423-0577. 

‘92 Prizm, 4-door, auto, $2850. ‘89 Sentra, 4-door, auto. 57K, $2450. ‘89 Isuzu Pickup, $2250. ‘88 Camry 4-door, LE, auto, loaded, $3450. Baer’s Auto, 1647 S. 
3rd, 477-6442. 

1988 Red Dodge Daytona, Excellent running w/ 
many near parts >1000 OBO call Scott 484-5740 

1993 Escort U(. 2 door, 5 speed, black, air, cruise, 
Sony CD, $1995.483-4197,421-3262. 

1997Jeep Grand Cherokee Ltd. Fully loaded. Excellent 
condition. $22,900.402-978-8948,896-3776. 

“Couple Seeks 
To Adopt Newbom“ 

We can give your baby a beautiful home and a happy, 
secure future. By working together we can help each 
other through this stressful time. AH medical and legal 
expenses paid. CaH Lvnn and BiH. 1-800-575-3590. 

AN ANGEL TO CHERISH 
If you’re faced with an unplanned pregnancy, maybe 
we can help. A boy,-a girl, we don’t care. Your baby will be our dream come true. We can offer your baby a 
happy, secure future. A home filled with laughter, affec- 
tion, and love, near beautiful parks and wonderful 
schools. Please call Lynn and Bill. 1-800-575-3590. 
We are easy to talk to. ALL EXPENSES PAID. 

Natural Herbal 
Breast Enlargement Safe, effective, and affordable. Please visit 

www.figureplus.com, 1-888-603-9800. Distributorships 
also available. 

^ 
Auto Accidents & DWI 

Other criminal matters, call Sanford Pollack, 476-7474. 

For alt your insurance needs: auto, home, health, fife 
and business, call Jim Wallace at American Family 
Insurance. 1340 L St.. Lincoln. NE 68508 or call 
402-474-5077. 

Went mere Crosswords? 
Check the daily 
Crossword at 

DailyNeb.com 

Free 
Pregnancy Test 

Birthright is a confidential helping hand. Please call for 
appointment or more information, 483-2609. Check 
out our website www.birthright.org. 

400s iMStal % 
t roommate needed ASAP to share 4 bedroom house. 
Close to campus! $165/month + utilities. 438-1819. 
Female roommate needed. Brand new duplex. Wash- 

er/dryehggrjgej one btock from campus. $235 plus 

Huge, clean house, all utilities paid. Vtesher/dryer. cen- 
tral air, cable and phone. $300/month. Males preferred. 
477-0227. 

Looking for a place to live? www.housing101.net... 
Your move off campus! Free roommate sublet listings. 
Nonsmoking, M/F roommate needed to share a 3 bed- 
room house. Close to city campus, 
$270/month-Hjtilities. 435-5312 ask for Ron. 

Roommate needed. 11th & E, $200/month plus utilities. 
435-6591. 

_ 

Roommatefs) needed to share 3 BR house. 7329 Custer. 
$250 +/month. Smokers welcome. 464-0695. 

cwmamm 
1425 N. 23rd Street(23rd and Holdredge). 5BR, 2 
bath W50/month. 432-0644.___ 
22(K; Dudley, very nice 4BR, near UNL, 1 1/2 bath, 
basement, parking $800.432-0644. 

_ 

3204 Holdrege, very nice, 3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath, gar- 
age, parking, near UNL, $700,432-0644. 
Spring Break or April 1 availability. 2BR, newly deco- 
rated. Central air, appliances, close to campuses, 
off-street parking. $575 range. 489-5358, messages re- 
turned immediately. 

3 and 4 Bedroom Townhouses 
Available May/June 

Near new 4 bedroom town house. All appliances includ- 
ing washer/dryer. Double garage, 5 minutes to campus. 
Call Julie. 440-5958. 

Capital Beach, 620 Lamont. Newer 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 
W/D, double garage, $795. Available now. Call 
730-8887 or 43S-6271, 

Newer 
Close to campus, nice, 3 bedroom, 3 bath, garage, 
W/D, all appliances. $795. HIP, 465-8911. 

112618 Q, new2 bedroom, all appliances, double garage 
$575. Call 430-6328. 

*****475-7262***** 
All sized apartments...from efficiency at $299; 1 bed- 
room unit at $329; to 2 bedrooms from $429. Just 
minutes to campus if you bike or walk. Quiet concrete 
construction! Laundry. 
1 bedroom, extra nice/large. Good area at 10th and C, 
secure building, $360/month. Call 474-2729. 
1BR apartment. More spade, less money if you like to 
drive. Clean, quiet. $330 plus utilities. 435-8227. 

4 BEDROOM/2 BATHS 
Built for students. Recently built. Washer/dryer fur- 
nished. Low utilities, parking. Must see! Reserve now 
for August or May. Call Phoenix Properties 474-5327. 

r;:rr ^ «-_ 

1BR, 2336 E St., mostly graduate students, all new 
paint, carpet, appliances, microwave, ceiling fans. Re- 
served parking, no smoking/pets, $375. Call 432-3686. 

2BR, near haymarket, pet OK, A/C, D/W, $410, refer- 
ences, 474-4054. 

35th and Vine, upper 2 room efficiency. $275+ utilities, 
no pets. Call 466-7054. 

CLAREMONT PARK APARTMENTS is now leasing 
1,2,3, and 4 bedrooms for May and August. Spaces are 
limited. First come, first served. Call today, 474-72. u. 
9th and Claremont. 

Clean 3BR apartment, newly remodeled kitchen and 
bath, rent $410 plus electric. For more information call 
Melody or Pat, 402-434-2610 or hearing impaired/TDO 
402-434-2613. 

Colonial Heights 
Apartments 

FEBRUARY SPECIAL 
Pick the length of your lease. 2 months to 24 months. 
1.2,3 bedroom with 1,1 1/4,2 bath. Generous closets. 
Indoor/outdoor pool, jacuzzi, sauna, tanning, and exer- 
cise facilities. Rent starts at $495. Call 421-3070. 

Fantastic 1 bedroom w/firepiace, dean, spacious, quiet, 
security entrance. Call anytime for viewing. 466-1733. 

★ Super Clean ★ 
2BR, newer building near campus. 3 or 6 month lease, 
appliances, dishwasher, mini-blinds, laundry, parking, 
very nice, $475.2504 Vine Street, 489-4657. 

★ UNIQUE 1 BR ★ 
Heat/water/trash paid, between campuses, 3 or 6 
month lease, 3 closets, appliances, dishwasher, blinds, 
laundry, off-street parking, outdoor pool, $355.1109 N. 
26tn Street, 489-4857. 


