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In the land where all hail to H.M. the Queen, 
“skint” is slang for being flat out, undeniably 
broke, without one thin dime to your name. 

Thankfully, that isn’t the case for Skint 
Records, Britain’s most up-and-coming DJ 
label. 

Promoting the likes of America’s most loved 
Brit (aside from Robbie Williams) Fatboy Slim, 
a.k.a. Norman Cook, and the Lo Fidelity All Stars 
before they were signed to major labels, the buzz 
across the pond is all about the label’s uncanny 
knack at making itself rich with DJ talent. 

Skint’s first American release, “Brassic 
Beats USA,” compiles 12 cyts, which, although 
including Fatboy Slim and the Lo Fidelity All 
Stars, show the label has much, much more to 
offer. 

Skint, which Damian Harris founded in 
1995, quickly has become one of Britain’s 
hottest dance labels, even with its being located 

in Brighton, a town far outside London, the 
country’s traditional music hub. 

Crowds regularly pack the label’s Big Beat 
Boutique nights at a club in Brighton, and 
major record labels are scurrying to catch the 
label’s newfound talent. 

It’s easy to see why. 
The best thing thus far, it seems, that Skint 

offers the listener is a welcome break from 
mediocrity. Although the 12 offerings ajl have 
the same familiar backbeat, that’s where the 
similarities end. 

“Brassic Beats USA” offers the listener a 

crop of DJs spanning the scope of dance music 
some are undeniably rooted in hip-hop, while 

others shimmy closer to the lines of trance and 
even show some traits of being in debt to down- 
home, American pop. 

But it wouldn’t be fair to generalize the 
album as just another compilation. 

Songs use original mixes, cool sound effects 
and campy additions such as gobbling chick- 
ens and electronic voices chanting “I need the 

disco doctor” all working toward an album 
that’s hard to listen to while sitting still. 

Two cuts from Fatboy Slim “Sho Nuff” 
and a remix of Midfield General’s “Devil in 
Sports Casual” are standouts among standouts, 
offering the DJ’s trademark funk mixed with 
swaggering hip-hop. 

Midfield General’s “Devil in Sports 
Casual” offers lyrics that will lead many a club 
kid to smile, not to mention beats that will make 
them want to shake it. 

Cut La Roc’s “Fallen” is extra funky, with a 

trance-like tendency to fade in and out and 
melodic lyrics to match the smooth backbeat. 

It’s difficult to single out any one track, or 
even a few, because they’re all that good. 

The whole album works as a cohesive unit, 
with-harder tracks next to funkiness, soft lyrics 
next to chants and a dance format that can’t fail. 

Now all we can do is hope and pray the 
label’s Big Beat Boutique dance nights will 
soon make their own American debut for a real 
taste of clubber heaven. 

Brassic Beats 
USA 

ARTIST: Various artists 
LABEL: Skint Records 
GRADE: B+ 
FIVE WORDS: Skint offers 
rich D.J. selection. 

feel like you are 

missing something? 
find it here 

dailyneb.com 

Lennon 

piano up 
for grabs 

LONDON (AP) The piano on 

which John Lennon composed 
“Imagine” is to be auctioned on the 
Internet in July, online company 
eOfFer.com said. 

The 30-year-old upright 
Steinway was expected to fetch $1.6 
million and could become the most 

expensive item of pop memorabilia 
ever sold, the company said. 

The wood-finished piano was 
unveiled to the public Thursday at 
The Beatles Story museum in 
Liverpool. The piano is to be sold on 

a new Internet site, which is being set 

up by Fleetwood Mac musician Mick 
Fleetwood and auctioneer Ted Owen. 

i ne owner is a private collector 
and a great Lennon fan, and he’s had 
it now for nearly 10 years,” said 
Owen. “He feels, like we do, that it 
needs to be in a museum, and that’s 
why it’s being shown at the Beatles 
museum until Oct. 9, which would 
have been Lennon’s 60th birthday.” 

“Imagine,” originally recorded in 
^1971, became a number-one hit when 
it was re-released shortly after 
Lennon’s death. The former Beatle 
died outside his New York home, the 
Dakota building, 20 years ago at the 
hands of obsessed fan Mark 
Chapman. 

The piano was built in Hamburg 
in 1970 and bought by Lennon later 
that year. Video footage has been 
recorded of Lennon playing 
“Imagine” on the piano for the first 
time to Yoko Ono and the Plastic Ono 
Band in 1971. 

| Keep your teeth ^ 

SHtfE- 

Call the 
University Health Center 

Dental Office for an 

appointment. 

University Health Center 
Dental Office 

15th & U Streets • 472-7495 

n 
A Blue Cross, Blue Shield PPO Provider 

END ROAMING 
FEES AND LONG 
DISTANCE BILLS. 
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— THE POWER 
OF MULTI-STATE 
LOCAL CALLING. 

Now with our Digital 
Advantage rate plans you can 

call anyone in our Nebraska, 
Kansas (including Western 

Kansas), West Central Missouri, 
North Dakota or South Dakota 

coverage area without any 
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roaming or long distance fees. 

Plus, you can own a Nokia 252 

with Caller ID capabilities and 

40 hours of stand-by time 

for only $9.99. To sign up, 

visit the store nearest you 

or call 1-800-CELL ONE. 

cellular for everyone. / 
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ACT NOW. FREE WEEKEND OFFER ENDS FEBRUARY 29™. 

LINCOLN 
Cellular One 

Gateway Mall 

466-0700 
V 

LINCOLN 
Cellular One 

620 N. 48th St., Ste. 200 

466-1400 * 800-422-6865 
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LINCOLN 
Lincoln Wal-Mart 
4700 N. 27th St. 

580-0061 
y 

* Offer is available on qualifying sen/ice plans only. Incoming and outgoing calls are billed in full minute increments from the time the wireless network begins to process the call (before 
the call rings or is^nswered) through its termination of the call. Minimum term agreement required with fee for early cancellation. Free Weekends offer is limited to 300 minutes per 
month and applies to calls made within home calling area only, from 8:00pm Friday to 11:59pm Sunday. Does not include taxes, assessments, or tolls. May not be combined with America 
Toll Free. Featured hardware available at Cellular One stores and participating dealers while supplies last. Other restrictions apply. Please see written materials in store for complete 
details and coverage information. Nokia, Connecting People, and the model 252 phones are trademarks of Nokia Corporation and/or its affiliates, www.cellularonewest.com 


