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What a great post-Valentine’s Day
gift. The Cure’s new album,
“Bloodflowers,” is set to be released
on Feb. 15t here in the United States,
the day after Valentine’s, and it’s the
perfect soundtrack for lonely hearts
across the nation.

Many Cure fans felt let down by
1996’s “Wild Mood Swings,” an
album that seemed guided by its title.
Where were the swirling guitars of
1992’s “Wish,” and where had the
doom-and-gloom mentality of 1989’s
“Disintegration” gone?

“Bloodflowers” is just the return
the Cure needed.

Cure frontman Robert Smith was
quoted in several interviews last year
saying that this album would form a
stylistic triptych with 1982’
“Pornography” and 1989’
“Disintegration,” and this was no
exaggeration.

Musically, “Bloodflowers” strad-
dles the line between “Wish” and
“Disintegration,” taking the harrow-
ing emptiness of the latter and mixing
in the dizzying guitars of the former.

The horns of “Wild Mood
Swings” are nowhere to be found,
thankfully.

Combinations of soft acoustics
and slippery electrics meld the Cure’s
heavy guitar sound together. This is
an album best listened to on head-
phones at full blast.

None of the songs on the album is
short, and it’s obvious Smith is reach-
ing for a much more epic feel.

Only one song clocks at less than
five minutes. The album’s longest run
is just more than 11 minutes. But
none of this detracts from the songs at
all.

“Bloodflowers” also marks a
return to the bleaker lyrics of the past,
the despondent and depressed pleas
of heartache and solitude.

It’s exactly what to get a single
person for Valentine’s Day, or the per-
fect way to say it’s over to that not-so-
special-anymore person in your life.

Smith sings in a sorrowful, bitter
whisper on the title track; which clos-
es the album, “This dream always
ends/I said/This feeling always
gaes/The time always comes to slip
away/This wave always breaks/I
said/The sun always sets again/And
these flowers will always fade.”

It’s a depressed resolve of some-
one who’s come to terms with his
depression but hasn’t overcome it.
Most of the album is like this — not
directly sad, but more bleak, which is
what puts it in the same field as
“Pornography” and “Disintegration.”
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