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Truscott breaks out in tight NU win

¢ ] have a lot of confidence. I think that when I

By Joshua Camenzind
-Staff writer

Nobody will mistake it for a masterpiece,
but after opening the Big 12 conference sea-
son 0-3, the Nebraska basketball team will
take a win in any form or fashion.

What it got was a 70-67 win over fellow
Big 12-cellar dweller Texas Tech in front of
7,624 fans at the Bob Devaney Center on
Wednesday night.

“It is a step forward for one reason — we
won,” NU Coach Danny Nee said. “I don’t
think we played any better or worse last week
when we lost by one to Iowa State. These
type of games are not going to be pretty.”

And pretty it wasn’t.

Despite having a 56-32 rebounding
advantage and holding Tech’s two leading
scorers to eight of 26 shooting, the game
came down to a last-second desperation 3-
pointer by Rayford Young that rimmed out.

The Huskers struggled despite having
three players reach the double-double
plateau in points and rebounds in Kimani
Ffriend, Steffon Bradford and Louis
Truscott. _

“When did you ever see three Nebraska
players have double-doubles?” Nee asked
reporters afterwards.

Bradford led the three with 16 rebounds,
but the night belonged to Truscott.

am out there, I can't be stopped.”

He blocked a potential game-tying 3-
pointer by Tech’s James Ware with 14 sec-
onds left.

“It was my fault from the start,” Truscott
said. “I was suppose to hedge, so I knew I
was going to hear it if I didn’t block the shot.”

The sophomore had career highs in four
categories: points (18), rebounds (11),
assists (four) and blocks (three).

“Everyday at practice we beat up on
Louis,” Bradford said. “(Just) to let him
know that he is better than anyone on the
floor.”

Truscott has shown improvement as of
late and been looking for his own shots on a
consistent basis.

“Louis is a tremendous player,” said
Ffriend, who had 13 points and 12 rebounds
of his own. “Louis can get to the rack when
he wants to. His problem is that I think he has
low self-esteem.

“When he gets on 4 roll it is hard to stop
him, but when he gets that one setback,
everything just crumbles.”

Louis Truscott

NU forward
HUSKERS 70
RED RAIDERS 67

But it is Truscott’s confidence that has
earned him increased playing time and a big-
ger role in the Husker offense.

“I have a lot of confidence,” Truscott
said. “I think that when Iam out there, I can’t
be stopped.”

While the three Nebraska post players
were lighting up the scoreboard, NU’s senior
leader, Larry Florence, struggled. Florence
shot two of 16 from the field before fouling
out with 2:25 left to play. Florence has strug-
gled to find his shot throughout the Big 12
season, shooting 14 of 58 (24 percent) in
four Big 12 games.

Nee said it will be important for the cap-
tain to step up his play in the coming games.

“I know he can play better,” Nee said. “If

he plays at all (tonight), we have this game in
control from beginning to end. We have to
get him playing well.”
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LOUIS TRUSCOTT battles with Tlm Tech fora

rebound in the first half. Truscott led all scorers with
18 points in a 70-67 victory.
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Opening tests
for football go
well at Cook

By John Gaskins
Staff writer

For some Nebraska football wannabes, it was a chance
to rub shoulders and see how their athleticism rated with
the big boys.

For others, it was the first step in slipping through the
recruiting cracks and shooting for their dream of becoming
a Cornhusker.

And for the players already safely on the roster, it was
their first step toward the winter and spring football sea-
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