
UCSB ends Nebraska’s run at the final four 
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mouth. The Gauchos burned the 
Huskers in the three games they won 

and outhit NU .227-. 147, holding 
NU to its second-lowest hitting per- 
centage of the season and its worst in 
26 matches. 

Many times after NU’s mammoth 
frontcourt tried to lay down a kill, a 
Gaucho saved it from hitting the 
floor. UCSB recorded 87 digs, seven 
better than Nebraska. 

“I think this was one of our best 
matches that we played,” UCSB 
Coach Kathy Gregory said. “We won 

this game with defense. Our seniors 

proved how valuable it was to have 

four-year players and to play hard. 
We beat a very, very good, well- 
coached Nebraska team.” 

The UCSB seniors paced their 
offense, too. While senior All- 
American candidate Roberta Gehlke 
struggled, hitting .100 and recording 
an unusually low 12 kills, fellow 
seniors Charlene Conley (team high 
15 kills) and Michelle Christ (14 
kills) picked up the slack despite the 
factNU outblocked UCSB 14-10. 

Meanwhile, NU All-American 
candidate Nancy Meendering’s effort 
to save her team was admirable, hit- 

ting a match high 22 kills on a .228 

hitting percentage. 
The junior single-handedly 

staved off game point with kills three 
times in a row in the critical third 
game before serving long on side out 
with the Huskers down 14-7, then 
watching another attack sail long to 

hand the Gauchos the game and a 2-1 
game lead. 

“There’s always a desire to play 
well,” Meendering said. “I thought 
tonight we tried so hard we outplayed 
ourselves.” 

Nebraska had roared back in 

game two, 15-7, after a disastrous 15- 
5 first game loss, but found itself 
down 11-1 in the third. 

Showing flashes of the same bril- 
liance that rallied them from a 13-4 
game two deficit in the Nov. 27 win 
over Texas, the Huskers jumped back 
to within 11-6 with key plays from 
Meendering, Amber Holmquist (who 
had a match-high eight blocks) and 

Jenny Kropp. 
But NU’s struggling offense 

couldn’t muster an effective enough 
attack to come back. UCSB finished 
off the third game, then rolled 

through the fourth, thanks in large 
part to several NU service and attack 
errors. 

“I think the painful thing is we 

probably had the best practices we’ve 

had all year, Pettit said. More than 

losing, what’s most disappointing to 

us as a team was that pur play just 
wasn’t very crisp, very sharp.” 

Such a punishing loss is not what 
NU, which Cook said he was 

extremely jconfident coming into the 
match, had expected. But he said 
UCSB’s experience and NU’s youth 
proved to be the difference. 

When asked what Pettit said to 
the players after the match, Cook 
said: “That it was a great season and 
this team improved more from the 
first half of the season to the last half 
more than any other team he’d 
coached. There’s a lot to be proud of.” 
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Requires appropriate weight-rated hitch. Refer to the Owner’s Manual for additional towing information and advice before towing with Chevy Tracker. 

Get up to $2,300. 
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$800 New College Graduate Bonus* + $1,500 Cash Back* 
Chevy™ Tracker® comes from the family of most dependable, longest-lasting trucks on the road. And 

now it comes with up to *2,300 in incentives. Plus, you can equip Chevy Tracker the way you want with 

optional features like a luggage carrier, four-wheel drive, alloy wheels, cruise control and Remote Keyless 

Entry. So, reap the rewards of higher education. See your local Chevy Dealer or go to 

www.chevytracker.com for more information. 
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Vehicle shown is a 4-Door, 4WD with available GM Accessories. Through 9/30/00 college grads who are first-time car buyers can get $800 off the purchase or lease price of any new 

Chevy Tracker when they qualify and finance through GMAC. Discount can be used in addition to most other rebates or incentives that apply. tYou must take retail delivery from participating 
dealer stock by 1/14/00 for Cash Back offer. Not available with special GMAC finance or lease offers. GMAC must approve. Dealer financial participation may 
^Dependability based On longevity: 1981-1998 full-line light-duty truck company registrations. Excludes other GM divisions. ©1999 GM Corp. Buckle up, America! I-BOWSO-CHEV 
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