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Wisconsin’s tailback

favored to win Heisman

NEW YORK (AP) — When Peter Warrick
stumbl&d on the road to the Heisman Trophy,
Ron Dayne kept going, and goingand going. - -

Dayne, Wisconsin's record-setting tailback,
arrives at the Downtown Athletic Club for
Saturday’s Heisman n as the favorite
to receive college football’s most glamorous
individual award.

Even the competition has all but conceded.

“Pretty much everyone is handing it to
Dayne, but you never know,” said Georgia Tech’s
Joe Hamilton, one of four quarterbacks who
joined him as finalists.

*  “Ron Dayne broke the rushing record. It’s
gomgtobemughtobealhlm,"smdMnnhall's

“] think everyone is deserving in a way, but
Ron Dayne has done a lot. What he’s meant to
his team is beyond anything what a lot of us have
done,” added Purdue’s Drew Brees.

And Virginia Tech’s Michael Vick, the first
freshman invited to a televised Heisman cere-
mony, was just happy for the trip to New York.

“ltmsansalot,bmldofeeltt’sforuppe:
classmen, and Dayne ... he had a great season,”
Vick said.

With so much support, counting the 921
Heisman ballots — plus a first-time one vote for
fans — appears to be a formality, However, there
have been Heisman “upsets,” the most recent
occurring in 1997 when Michigan cornerback
Charles Woodson won over Tennessee quarter-
back Peyton Manning.

'Others included Gino Torretta of Miami

over Marshall Faulk of San Diego State

wmmng
in 1992, audPatSuﬂmofAubmnbeanngEd

Marinaro of Cornell in 1971.
. Dayne moved into the clear favorite’s
role when Florida State’s Warrick was
suspended for two games at midseason
after his arrest on charges of felony
grand theft.

At the time, Warrick'’s dazzlmg
play receiving, running, returning
punts and even passing, seemed to be
more popular than Dayné’s assault
on the Division I-A rushing record.

But the 5-foot-10, 254-pound
Dayne revved up for a final push at
Ricky Williams’ record. Williams
broke Tony Dorsett’s 22-year-old
mark last season-and went on to
win the'Heisman.
~ Dayne topped 200 yards in —
three of the final four games as
he led the Badgers (9-2) to the
Big 10 Conference title and a
second-straight Rose Bowl
berth. He ran for 214 yards in an
easy win over Michigan State,
which entered the game with the

nation’s top rushing defense, and broke
Williams’ record with a 216-yard day in a 41-3
win over lowa in the regular-season finale.

His career totals are 1,115 carries for 6,397
yards and 63 touchdowns. Fortheseason,Dayne
was the nation’s second-leading rusher with
1,834 yards — 6.1 yards per carry — and 19 TDs.

Winning the Heisman was not one of the rea-
somthemedu—-shy[)ayne ot the NFL to
stay in school. He wanted another year of being
with his 2-year-old daughter, Jada, and his girl-
friend, Alia Lester, a senior at Wisconsin. Also,
his sister, Onya, was an incoming freshman.

Winning games, not the
Heisman, was his first order
of football business.

“It would be a great
award,” said Dayne, from
Berlin, N.J. “I’m just happy to
be mentioned in the top two or
three or four. It would help the
program here. You don’t get
that unless you’re doing some-

thing

Dayne’s numbers this season
are impressive, especially when
he sat out the second halves of
blowouts against Murray State,
Ball State and Indiana, but so are
those of the other finalists.

Hamilton, 5-10 and 189
pounds, was the nation’s sec-
ond-rated passer with
3,060

and 29 TDs in leading the Yellow Jackets to an 8-
3 season. He was even in defeat. Ina
41-35 loss to Florida State, he completed 22-of-
25 passes for 387 yards and four TDs and ran for
another score.

Pennington led the Thundering Herd (12-0)
to a perfect regular season by throwing for 3,799
yards and 37 TDs.

Brees threw for 3,531 yards and 21 TDs in

leading Purdue to a 7-4 record.

And then there’s Vick, who led the nation in
passing efficiency and was college football’s
surprise player of the year. The redshirt fresh-
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It would be a great award.
I’'m just happy to be

mentioned in the top two or

three or four.”
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man threw for 1,840 yards and 12 TDs and ran
for 585 yards and eight scores in leading No. 2
Virginia Tech (11-0) to a national championship
game against No. 1 Florida State in the Sugar
Bowl on Jan. 4.
No freshman or sophomore has won the
Heisman, which has been presented since 1935.
The freshman with the most points was
Georgia’s Herschel Walker, who had 683 in fin-
ishing third in 1980 behind George Rogers
(1,128 points) and Hugh Green (861). Walker
won the Heisman in 1982 as a junior.
The closest Heisman vote was in 1985, when
Auburn’s Bo Jackson edged lowa’s Chuck Long
by 45 points. The largest was in 1968, when
Southern California’s O.J. Simpson beat
Purdue’s Leroy Keyes by 1,750 points.
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