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B ‘Sisters’ fails in displayi h ot wth
Dobson) looked matronly and gentle; Masha (Amy Rafa)
- The slo?'-paced, watered-down produc- | 0cd szmng and shrewd;yand Trina (Amy J. Johnson) looked
tion doesn’t use humor well enough to young and naive.
. The range of Dobson’s expressions were htmted, though
counter the dramatic scenes. her character seemed to demand only a small number of emo-
tions. Overall, her presentation was well done, though not
particularly moving
BY SHELLEY MIKA Johnson’s characte’r was allnwed more depth. The audi-
Staff writer ence saw a definite change in Irina from her beginning
—~_  naiveté to her worn down and unfulfilled persona at the end.
Anton Chekhov is often renowned for his ability to Johnson showed this transition well, coming off as sweet in
blur the lines of comedy and tragedy. His plays can be one scene and sad in‘another. She was one of the only charac-
interpreted as either, or they can present comedy and ters who helped the audience recognize the time lapse
tragedy back to back. between scenes, which otherwise was hard to distinguish.
M m » The Department of Theatre Arts’ production of The third of the three sisters was Masha. Though each sis-
Chekhov’s “Three Sisters,” which continues tonight, ter faces her own triumphs and pitfalls, Masha is the most
: did the latter. But instead of accentuating the two developed character of them all. Rafa was superb in the role.
mw Anton Chekhov i genres, this version only dabbled in each, eventual- She recognized the intricate subtleties of comedy and tragedy
e e | ly ending in a watered-down form of present in the play and performed them expertly.
7:30 tonight, 7:30 p.m. L B g ; Another superb performance was that of Jude Thaddeus
17 - 20;.3 e e i Sunday’s perfor- Hickey, who played Vershinin. Hickey brought his character
< mh‘@%m $10 i mance of “Three alive with a vibrancy on stage and a command of subtle body
Sisters” ran three language. Both Hickey and Rafa knew more than just their
: Play explores feelings of lost hours in length and . lines; it seemed they truly understood the play as well.
forgotien was slow-paced at On the other hand, John Elsener as the sisters’ brother,
that. The play isn’t Andrey, left more to be desired. Elsener delivered most of his
action-packed by lines in the same relatively flat tone and needed clearer dic-
nature, as it contains tion. This deprived the character of the depth possible.
many brooding mono- Another undeveloped character was Ivan, played by Dana
logues. However, the A. Wheatley. The doctor has many opportunities to deliver
script  offers many cutting lines but also seems one-dimensional in nature.
opportunities for comic The same goes for Masha’s husband, Fyodor (J. Eric
relief and drama as well. Lauritzen). At one point, he says repeatedly, “I’'m content,”
Without these, the play - when he obviously is not. However, Lauritzen delivered the
tendstodmg. line as though he really were content, selling short the satiri-
And drag it did. Though cal possibilities.
subtle humor was used, most All three of these characters seem the same from begin-
was found in the first act. The ning to end, despite changes in their lives. Miich was missed
play would have been more suc- in terms of character development.
cessful if the humor had been However, the performances of both Aaron Foster DuPree
emphasized and taken to a more (Solyony) and Moira Mangiameli (Natasha) were notable for
absurd extreme. marked changes in personality. Without#iving anything
The otheropnonwould; away, the changes in their characters were cl®r, and both were
2. have been to add more effortless and believable in their roles.
dimension to the dra- The minor characters of the play were all up to par, though
matic scenes. But the character Ferapent (Michael Semrad Jr.)'stood out among
most of these only them. Semrad had a small role but prov:ded a sprinkling of
came close to being much needed comic relief and was convincing as an elderly
tragic or moving: man.
The  actual Middle of the road may work for politicians at election
“three sisters” of time but not for a Chekhoy. play. Unfortunately, that is how I
the play were well would describe the Department 6f Theatre Arts’ production of
chosen for the “Three Sisters.”
most part. Each If risks had been taken and the extremes of comedy and
had the look of tragedy toyed with, more of the artistic spectrum would have
} her character: been covered. The play would have done more than teeter
Olga (Sasha back and forth at the point of mediocrity.
Exhibit to display | Tobacco company refutes ‘Insider’
: o LOS ANGELES (AP) - Cigarette Journal was partly an attempt to - put it there himself.
e S maker Brown & Williamson T counter appearances by Wigand and Even so, Brown & Williamson
ca I I ; a ' 1 ac S is accusing The Walt Disney Co. of others promoting the movie, Smith probably would have a tough time
: maliciously distorting the truthin a  said. The other motive was to get the winning a libel action against Disney,
: : new mpovie chronicling the struggles attention of Disney executives, who legal experts said.
it NICHOLS -~ “ ; of a tobacco industry whistleblower. gnmedmewwsattemptmget The company would have to prove
: 2 mw exhibit will : In a full-page newspaper ad, the script changed, he said. ’ that the events depicted in the film
writer .. ) 101l Wi Brown & Williamson conteudt;: - ADisney spokesman said the film . were false and that Disney knew they
o ; “The Insider” wrongly suggests the’ ‘was a responsible telling of Wigand's wemmeandpuhlmheddsemwnh
mlugfmmrmg gtvepeople a. . company threatened the life of former story and includese disclaimer saying - “reckless disregard for the truth,” said
past is commgtoOmahanextl lﬁmﬂ : chan(:e to see art Brown & Williamson executive there is mo known connection’ Doug Mirell, who teaches libel law at
The exhibition “Soul-of Africa: ; _ Jeffzey Wigxnd ; : between Brm & Wi]liamson and the Unwersity of* Southern
- African Art from the Han Coray - and learn about a Py it ad b oo gl i <ot o
Collection,” curfently on a national 7 Vg : - th pat:.mi_lg_someone_ iscriminal . Brown & Williamson’s ire is Another problem i is that writers
tour, opens Nov. 20 at the Joslyn Art dlﬁemnt culture’” activity,” said Mark Smith, a Brown focused primarily on two scenes. In and filmmakers generally are given
Miiiséin and will run through Jan. 2 & Williamson spokesman. “We're - one, Wigand finds abullet in his mail- _license when.dealing with historical
23 AMY KROBOT ve;y concerned tal)out it. We're cofn— gjox g&::olt: gez:jt;mgg hmneg erents ?:dw?e institutions such as
The cxiviition et sidering our options, in terms of a his ¢ other, he is rown & W _‘;aml_aon—'whsch, under
imately 200 African artpmc:ggg- Joslyn media coordinator lawsuit.” by a menacing figure. law, is consndt_md-a public figure
piled in the 1920s by Han Coray, : ; The film, released last week, Filmmakers havé h..knowledged Last weekend, company represen-
one of the first and foremost KrobotsaidGomyeollectedthe foctmsonWIgandandabmlew}h- thatthesecondmene:sﬁcnon,creat~; wwcswamto“‘!helm:der’ sereen-
3 European collectors of Africanart, _pieces in series, and most of the in CBS over whether to-aira “60  ed for dramatic effect. ings il eight cities, handing out cards
This tour is the most extensive Obj€cts are represented several | Minutes” story about his allegations o Wigand actuglly reported finding asking patross to answer questions
display of this group of artifacts that times over. The extensive exhibit that tobacco manipulated ~a®bullet and threatening note in his about the film. Such-tactics indicate
has-been shown since the_1930s ﬁll me' o m three nicotine levels in cm ami lied mailbox. An FBI agent-who investi- the company may be unsure of its
whenmanyofthenmmeseme:l abommcnaddlctwm - gated the incident 'in a fed- chanmofwmnmgalawsml,hﬁre[l
from Coray because of financial - | of Africa” is not the firsl . Thead in Fnday s‘WalI $treet eral aﬁ‘i:lavlt thatWJgud mrgb,thave
debts. collection of African pleeestobe 7 )
T ol i e *TIRGIER G s | O Ma fus ER tr ct
broad range of Central an West This is-she ¢ ! _ a es re es con a
~ African art, includes small carved _exhibit to be displayed in tw :
cups, musical instruments, jewelry, ~ although this one is more extensive | 108 ANGELES k_qmm. and Warner Bros. were unsuccessfil
textiles, weapons, masks, ceremoni- ﬂm:mem 1997, Krobot said. get the oxygen star Julianna in trying to change her mind despife
al furnishings and rare bronze Sponsors-of the exhibit are Joan has rejected an approxi- the hefty contract offer, which includ--
ssculptures. Gibson and Donald Wurster, along | mately $27 milliga deal that would ed movie work, Daily Variety report- ¢
= Amy Krobot, medqarelatlons \mﬁaddmoml_gpunmhq)byﬂs hmkzptheron medical drama ed. vay's I
coordinator at the Joslyn, said sev- Millard - for two more yéars.. . : -A.qource c_lose_to the ac_txcsg,_', ss, left la __':_' eub
eral rare pieces will be on display. “This exhibit will give people a In Feim;qr_y ~ the actress speaking Friday on condition of st appearance a /-pos-
Scw as well asitemsused unique chance to see art and learn announced her intention to leave the anonymity, confirmed she rejected
for ce onial purposes, will be Bbdllt a different culture,” Krohot NBC SGHGQ ﬂﬂ'd ker Iole as nurse the contract. : BO‘IH M&BW m
shown, ﬂwmd_ . le a ‘ Wells told Variety he credited - per !
argulies with contributing to the



