
Puerto Rican talent storms mainland 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 

New York Yankees Bemie Williams, 
Ricky Ledee and Joige Posada helped 
win tho World Series. Singer Ricky 
Martinas burning up the-charls. 
Boxing champ Felix ‘Tito” Trinidad 
just unseated golden boy Oscar de la 
Hoya. 

They all hail from the Spanish- 
speaking U.S. territory Puerto Rico 
part of a wave of new stars that also 
includes New York-born singers 
Jennifer Lopez and Marc Anthony. 

Although some Puerto Ricans 
lament that it is their athletes and 
singers not scientists and writers 
who are achieving all the fame, many 
more are loving their day in the pop- 
culture sun. 

“It’s like the world is suddenly dis- 
covering the talent we have,” said Tito 
Peraza, owner of the Milagros 
Barbecue in Cupey, Puerto Rico, 
where Trinidad grew up eating sea- 

soned red beans and sweet yellow 
plantains. 

Trinidad’s upset of Mexican- 

American Oscar De La Hoya in 
September was watched by millions. 
Martin' Lopez and Anthony have 
stormed Billboard charts, and 10 

-Puerto Ricans were nominated for 
Grammys this year. 

Puerto Rican successes are not 

unprecedented. They include baseball 
great Roberto Clemente, actor Raul 
Julia, singer Jose Feliciano and boxer 
Wilfredo Gomez. But the magnitude 
of the current crop is impressive con- 

sidering there are only 4 million Puerto 
Ricans here and 2 million on the main- 
land. 

The phenomenon is rooted in 
social and cultural factors. 

Puerto Ricans credit their wealth of 
athletes to strong sports leagues, 
including six professional baseball 
teams. 

The island is also fertile ground for 
musicians. Official news conferences 
often feature live music, and no politi- 
cal rally is complete without a roster of 
bands. 

Small recording studios chum out 

jingles for a booming radio market and 
inexpensive albums featuring salsa, 
merengue, plena, bolero and rap-reg- 
gae groups. 

The U.S. Hispanic population will 
become die largest minority group by 
2010, according to the Census Bureau, 
and such growth feeds demand and 
easier artist access to producers and 
scouts. 

“It is all linked with the rise ol 
Hispanics in the. United States,” said 
Martin’s manager, Angelo Medina. 

Martin and Anthony have also 
expanded their audience with English- 
language albums. 

The cultural successes have 
accompanied a surge of Puerto Rican 
nationalism, fueled by the release from 
prison of 11 Puerto Rican indepen- 
dence activists and the controvers> 
about live U.S. Navy bombings on the 
populated outlying island of Vieques. 

Martin, Trinidad and others have 
pushed for the closure of the bombing 
range. 

Martin whose World Cup soccei 

anthem, “La Copa de la Vida,” was 

adopted by Puerto Rico’s pro-state- 
hood party has promised to bring up 
Vieques when he meets President 
Clinton in January. 

Sociologist Ricardo Alegria com- 

plained that while the United States 
knows the island’s athletes and musi- 
cians, the language barrier, and igno- 
rance of Latin American culture, has 
blinded Americans to other contribu- 
tions. 

Writer Luis Rafael Sanchez, for 
example, is one of Latin America’s 
most acclaimed writers but has pub- 
lished only one book in English. 
Novelist Rosario Ferre was barely 
known in the United States until her 
first book in English, “The House on 

the Lagoon,” was nominated for a 

National Book Award in 1995. 
The island also boasts historians 

and political theorists, a small group of 
respected filmmakers and a flourish- 
ing art scene led by internationally 
known painters Rafael Tufino, Arturo 
Martorell and Luis Alonzo. 

ree-wee producer Shapn*o 
to present lectures at UNL 

By Shelley Mika 
Staffwriter 

“Pee-wee’s Big Adventure” isn’t 
exactly a journey to the heart of the 
American dream. OK, it’s about a guy 
who wears too much rouge and wants to 
fmd his bike. 

Nevertheless, it represents one 

man’s climb to the top of the ladder of 
success. 

“Pee-wee’s Big Adventure,” along 
with “Empire of the Sun” and “My 
Favorite Martian,” were produced by 
Robert Shapiro’s own production com- 

pany,tRobert Shapiro Productions. 
Friday, Shapiro will visit the 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln to talk 
about his experiences in film. 

Shapiro’s career didn’t start at the 
top. Instead, his own journey towarthhe" 
American dream began in the mailroom 
of the William Morris Agency, a talent 
and literary agency whose clients 
include Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
Whitney Houston and Tom Clancy. 

Shapiro quickly worked his way 
through the ranks at William Morris, 
eventually working as head of its televi- 
sion talent department and vice presi- 
dent of its motion picture department 
By age 28, he was the managing direc- 
tor ofWilliam Morris’ London office. 

Then, in 1974, after moving back to 
the United States, Shapiro became the 
head of the international motion picture 
department at William Morris. In this 
position, Shapiro counseled writers and 
directors about their material in order to 
get it closer to the production process. 

But he could stay on the periphery 
of production for only so long. 

After several years at William 
Morris, Shapiro left the agency to form 
his own production company. At the 
same time, Warner Bros, hired him as 

president of its theatrical production 
division. There, he maintained a close 
relationship with writers, directors and 
actors. 

Shapiro’s previous experience 
taught him about the process prior to 

filming, but his years at Warner taught 
him about the process beyond that, 
including the physical production, mar- 

keting and distribution of films. 
After six years at Warner, Shapiro 

decided to focus on his own company. 
Since then, Robert Shapiro Productions 
has released a number of films. Shapiro 
has also been nominated for a Golden 
Globe Award and received the 
Christopher Award and the Genesis 
Award for best picture for “Black 
Beauty.” 

Friday, Shapiro brings his experi- 
ence to the Sheldon Memorial Art 
Gallery as part of the Harris lectures, 
sponsored by Chris and Ron Harris. The 
free lecture series is designed to expose 
students to working professionals in the 
areas of film and television, but it is also 
open to the public. 

Shapiro, who has lectured at univer- 
sities such as Harvard in Cambridge, 
Mass., and New York University, should 
provide a well-rounded and realistic 
view of the film industry. Shapiro’s lec- 
tures will be held on the first floor of the 
Sheldon on Friday at 10:30 and 11:30 
a.m. and at 2:30 p.m. 
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2000 Models Are In! 
All ‘99’s are on sale 

Trek bikes starting at $199 
AH bikes come with lifetime free adjustments 

Cycle Works, 27th & Vine, 475-2453 

ADVERTISING & DESIGN 
STUDENTS 

Power Mac for sale-2 years old. I paid (not including 
programs or Zip drive) $3,300. Everything’s yours for 
$1,000 OBO. Performa 6400 / 200,180 MGHRTZ pro- 
cessor, 48 MGS RAM, Apple 17’ color monitor, Apple 
2500 Color-Stylewriter, Iomega Zip Drive (1 year old). 
Programs: Adobe PageMaker 6.5, Adobe Photoshop 
5.5, Aldus FreeHand 8.0.1, Quark 3.32, Microsoft Office 
and many additional filters and extensions for 
Photoshop .including Eye Candy and PhotoFrames. 
Everything^ perfect working order! If interested call 
Amy at 472-3588 between 8am and Spin.or 484-7978 
after 5pm.—" 

For sale: washer/dryer, like new. $500 OBO for the set. 
CaH 436-5402, leave a message. 

Snowboards 
Clearance: Gnu’s starting at $180. Lib technologies 
starting at $225. Never Summers starting at $269. 
Boots/bindings on sale. Drake, Northways, Tech-nine, 
Bent Metal, Van, Switch. Cycle Works, 27th and Vine. 
475-2453 

Looking for men’s basketball student tickets. WiH pay 
top dollar. CaH Joe at 888-434-4358 during daytime, 
431 -9798 during evening. 
Wanted: 2 tickets for the Nov. 27 volleybaH game. Call 
464-5833.__ 

‘88 Nissan Pulsar SE, 5-speed, T tops, A/C, AM/FM 
cassette, excellent condition, $2,500. Call Steve at 
421-7522.__ 
’90 LeBaron convertible, low mileage and good condi- 
tion, $3,200 OBO. Call 420-9f57, 525-4541 or 
467-3091. 

1989 Dodge Daytona, automatic, low mileage, good 
condition, P/W, P/D, A/C, cruise, sun roof, CD player. 
$2,700 OBO. CaH KeHy at 325-8559. 

1992 Honda Accord LX, 2 door, 5 speed, power win- 
dows and locks, new brakes. $6,500 OBO. 489-7816. 

1994 Hyundai Excel, white, 80,000 miles, auto trans- 
mission, brand new tires, $2,500. (402) 323-2383. 

3OQsS0nl69S 

Auto Accidents & DWI 
Other criminal matters, call Sanford Pollack 476-7474, 

Need Green Card? 
Call Argyrakis Law Office, Omaha, 402-346-8408. 

for all ytour insurance needs: auto, home, health, life 
and business, call Jim Wallace at American family 
Insurance, 1340 L St., Lincoln, NE 68508 or call 
402-474-5077: 

dailyneb.com 
~ 

Free 
Pregnancy Test 

Birthright is a confidential helping hand. Please call for 
appointment or more information, 483-2609. Check 
outourwebsitewww.bWhright.org. 

400s KmiRI M 
Apartment available December 1st for male or female 
roommate. Great location. Rent+ utilities, $250/month. 
488-8945. 

Close to campus. $235/month, $40 utilities, $150 de- 
posit. Move in 11 -1 -99. Leave a message at 477-6236. 

Female roommate needed to share new 2 bedroom, 2 
bathroom apartment with 21 year old female at Ashely 
Square apartments near UNL East Campus on 
Hunnington. Apartment comes with a washer/dryer. 
Rent and utilities to be split. Approximate cost $375 
per month. Non-smoker preferred. Reply to 
rw55426Qnavix.net. 

__ 

Female roommate wanted to share great house. $320, 
all utilities paid. 327-8107. 

Need roommate $130 + utilities. For more information 
call 438-5492. 

One M/F roommate to share large 2 bedroom. 2 bath, 
W/D, dose to campus. 580-3441. 

3 bedroom house, dose to campus, $645. 432-2288. 

3 bedroom, 2 baths, W/D and parking. $700 at 738 Y 
'St. Available now. CaH 432-6644. 

4 months free groceries! 3 BR, 3 bath, townhome, 
$950. N/S, N/P, 2 stall garage. Available in December. 
Call Rod at 730-6510 or Rembolt Homes at 488-9222. 

5 bedroom, 3 baths, central air, W/D, parking, 2304 U 
St. $850. Call 432-6644. 

2221 N. 32nd 
2BR, wood floors. W/D hookups, very dean, $475 plus 
deposit and utilities. 464-4679.__ 
3204 Holdrege, 3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath, garage, parking, 
near UNL $700,432-0644,_' 

SUNDANCE 
Two bedroom apartment homes available close 
to UNL. Reserved parking, balconies, controlled 
access, laundry. Call 476-9825 for a private 
showing. A Concorde Management & Develop- 
ment Property. Equal Housing Opportunity. 

Play deals 
with desire 
for better life 
PLAY from page 11 

this purpose, because the characters 
are equal throughout, Dobson said. 

Although the play may sound as if 
it is serious, it has a definite comic 
undertone. Chekhov himself even 

described it as a comedy. 
Dobson said, “The way these peo- 

ple deal with their longing and suffer- 
ing provides a little bit of comic 
relief.” 

Serious and funny, the play will 
continually make reference to one 

theme, which points to humans as 

always being unsettled. 
Chekhov wrote, “We struggle to 

change life so that those who come 

after us might be happy, but those who 
come after us will say as usual: ‘It was 

better before, life now is worse than it 
used to be.’” 


