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NU volleyball: Team hasn’t peaked yet

BY JOHN GASKINS
Staff writer

An old adage says you should never judge a
book by its cover.

And according to the Nebraska volleyball
players and coaches, the 13th-ranked Cornhuskers
shouldn’t be judged by their 15-5 record. In case
you’re not well versed in recent NU volleyball his-
tory, that’s considered a bad record around here.

With 10 games left in the regular season, NU
has five losses for only the second time in six
years. Since 1994, the Huskers have posted
records of 31-1, 32-1, 30-4, 27-7 and 32-2 and
have made it to three Final Fours.

The losses are much ado about nothing,
according to senior co-captain Mandy Monson.

“I don’t feel we don’t have a shot to get to the
Final Four,” Monson said.

“Most teams would think they wouldn't have a
chance, but I’m really positive about the rest of the
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season. We're not at a plateau yet. [ don’t think
we’re even close to reaching that.”

NU is in the rare position of being the chasers
instead of the chased in the
Big 12 Conference, sitting
tied for third place at 7-3
after Saturday’s five-game
loss at Texas.

But this is a much
stronger conference than
past Nebraska teams have
been used to, with five
teams ranked in the latest
USA Today/AVCA top 25

Pettit poll.

As the Huskers arrive at
the halfway point in the Big 12 season with match-
es against 3-7 Texas Tech on Friday and first-place
Kansas State (9-1) — which NU lost to earlier this
season at home — Saturday, NU Coach Terry Pettit
said he has no concerns about the rare frequency
of losing.

*“Sometimes, when a team doesn’t live up to its
expectations or other people’s expectations, some-
times you let go. They have not let go.”

All of Nebraska’s losses have come against
teams ranked 16" or higher, and all but one have
gone five games, with the exception being a four-
set loss to No. 1 Penn State.

In their last three losses, the Huskers lost the
deciding game 17-15, 15-13 and 15-13 to No. 15
Kansas State, No. 16 Texas A&M and No. 9 Texas,
respectively.

“A very positive note with this team is that it
has lost five matches,” Pettit said, “but we have not
played a bad match, and we’ve not tanked in a
match or not competed in a match.”

That’s not to say Pettit doesn’t think the
Huskers need improvement to get over the five-
game hurdle and beat the teams that have beat
them when they get their second chances. One of
those chances comes Saturday night at Kansas
State.

In that match, KSU outside hitter Dawn Cady

slammed a career-high 37 kills, which broke the
school record. Nebraska also saw career perfor-
mances from two Longhorns last Saturday from
Texas’ Erin Aldrich (32 kills) and Kathy Tilson
(31).

Pettit said the Huskers must be better orga-
nized defensively in order to overcome such per-
formances, but there’s only so much they can do.
He pointed out that NU is the best defensive team
in the Big 12, suffocating opponents to a .127 hit-
ting percentage.

“Because there is a net there, and you can’t go
tackle them, you can’t prevent the other team from
playing well,” Pettit said.

“We’ve taken a lot of risks this year. You have
to go with what your gut instincts are. What I'm
interested in is that things prove right in the long
run.

“There’s nothing that I have seen this year that
leads me to believe that at some point, this isn’t
going to be a great team. All it needs is a little more

experience.”
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