
Stella gets groove on returns 
66- 

The guy turned around, and I just 
smacked him.” 

Randy Stella 
NU linebacker 

By Darken Ivy 
Senior staff writer 

When it comes to special teams, 
Randy Stella has been a special player 
this season for the No. 3 Comhuskers. 

The redshirt freshman linebacker 
from Omaha Benson has blocked a 

punt, downed punts inside the 5-yard 
line, returned a kickoff for a touch- 
down, made bone-crushing blocks for 
return men and been in on many tack- 
les. 

Not too bad for a guy who thought 
he would be sitting the bench when the 
fall started. 

But Stella, a fourth-team line- 
backer, is too good to keep off the field. 
saia ms teammate Darios roue. 

“He’s a natural play maker and nat- 
ural athlete,” said Polk, a junior line- 
backer and former special teams play- 
er. “He has great instincts. He is really 
quick and has a lot of speed. Somehow, 
he finds the ball in the air. I don’t know 
how he does.” 

Before Stella can down a punt, he 
must get his blocker off him. He’s the 
“bullet,” or the guy coaches assign to 
be the first person on coverage. Often 
this season, Stella has looked like a bul- 
let as he sprinted down the sidelines to 

get to the return man. 
“I try to get down field before the 

ball hits the ground or the return man 

catches it,” said Stella, who ran a 4.56- 
second 40-yard dash last spring with an 

injured knee. “The most satisfying part 
is making a play for the team.” 

In just sue games, the 6-foot-2,200- 
pound Stella has already made quite a 
few plays for the team. 

Against Southern Mississippi, 
Stella took a kickoff 96 yards for an 

apparent touchdown, but a penalty at 
midfield brought it back. 

He said as he was heading into the 
end zone he didn’t want to turn around 
because penalties had negated so many 
touchdowns in his career at Omaha 
Benson. 

“I knew it was going to happen,” 
Stella said. “I was going to look back, 
but I figured I would rather have some- 

one tell me.” 
For the season, Stella has returned 

seven kickoffs for 178 yards, which 
averages out to 25.4 yards per return. 

He said his running back days in high 
school have helped him on returns. 

“It helps me find my holes keep- 
ing my head moving looking for the 
creases,” he said. 

While Stella may have return 

instincts, he leaves the punt returns to 

Bobby Newcombe, Joe Walker and 
Keyuo Craver. 

But Stella does get in on punt cov- 

erage. His most memorable play as a 

punt coverage man was when he 
downed the ball on the 1-yard line in 
the Oklahoma State game. 

Polk said plays like that one fire up 
the Blackshirts. 

“When he downs the ball on the 5- 

yard line, the defense gets that much 
more confident,” Polk said. “He helps 
our defense out tremendously by mak- 
ing the field as long as possible for 
them.” 

Punt coverage isn’t the only thing 
Stella does. He also is on the punt 
return team. Last week against Iowa 
State, he blocked a Carl Gomez punt 
that was recovered in the end zone by 
Ralph Brown for a touchdown. 

it was the tirst time in his career 

that he had even come close to blocking 
a punt. Stella said he actually stumbled 
but still managed to get the ball. 

“I concentrated on getting my 
shoulder under the guy, but I dipped a 

little too much and stumbled,” Stella 
said. “But I regained my balance and 
just laid out and saw that his foot hadn’t 
even started to come forward.” 

When Stella isn’t blitzing the 
punter, he drops back as an outside 
contain man. His job is to keep the 
opposing team away from the punt 
returner. 

Freshman return man DeJuan 
Groce said Stella does a good job and 
remembered one block he made 
against California. 

“I caught the ball and spun,” Groce 
said. “We watched the film, and Randy 

just laid the dude out. He was flat on his 
back. It was pretty wild to see him have 
my back like that.” 

Stella said it was pure circumstance 
that he was able to put a hit on the guy. 

“I turned, rolled my ankle and fell 
(at the line of scrimmage),” Stella said. 
“He took off. I got scared and got up 
and ran after him. Right as DeJuan did 
the spin move, I passed him up. The 
guy turned around, and I just smacked 
him.” 

Stella’s big hitting ability and speed 
were what got him recruited by NU as a 

linebacker. 
But playing behind Polk, Brian 

Shaw, Eric Johnson, Julius Jackson, 
Tony Ortiz and Mark Vedral, Stella 
doesn’t get much playing time at that 
spot. 

So he takes advantage of the oppor- 
tunity to get on the field. 

Polk knows how Stella feels. He 
was in a similar situation early on in his 
career, and he said Stella has to contin- 
ue to make the most of special teams. 

“He’s contributing right now on 

special teams,” Polk said. “That is how 
a lot of us linebackers got started.” 
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Parking Problems? 
Need a Place to Park? 

Guaranteed Parking 

Park by 
Day < 

$2.00 

Park by 
Month 
$25 

Don’t Fight for Parking 
Enter at 8th & S Streets, 1 block west of Memorial Stadium 

National Garages, Gold’s Galleria, Suite 1 20 • 474-2274 

Pulliam Journalism Fellowships 
Graduating college seniors are invited to apply for the 27th 
annual Pulliam Journalism Fellowships. We will grant 10-week 
summer internships to 20 journalism or liberal arts majors in the 
August 1999-June 2000 graduating classes. 

Previous internship or part-time experience at a newspaper is 
desired. Winners will receive a $5,500 stipend and will work at 
either The Indianapolis Star or The Arizona Republic. 

Early-admissions application postmark deadline is Nov. 15, 1999. 
By Dec. 15, 1999, up to five early-admissions winners will be 
notified. All other entries must be postmarked by March 1, 2000. 

j To request an application packet, visit our Web site, e-mail us or 

write: Russell B. Pulliam 

Fellowships Director 

Indianapolis Newspapers 
P.O. Box 145 

Indianapolis, IN 46206 
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RETIREMENT SYSTEM: 
TIAA-CREF. 

When it comes to planning a 

comfortable future, Americas 
best and brightest turn to the expert: 
TIAA-CREF. With over $250 billion in 
assets under management, we’re the 
world s largest retirement system, the 
nations leader in customer satisfaction,K 
and t he overwhelming choice of people 
in education, research, and related fields. 

Expertise You Can 
Count On, 

For over 80 years, TI AA-CREF has intro- 
duced intelligent solutions to Americas 

long-term planning needs. We pioneered the 
portable pension, invented the variable 
annuity, and popularized the very concept 
of stock investing for retirement In fact, we 

manage the largest stock account in the 
world (based on assets under management). 

Today, TIAA-CREF can help you 
achieve even more of your financial goals, 
With TIAA-CREF you 11 find the 

flexibility and choice you need, backed by 
a proven history! of performance, 
remarkably7 low expenses, and peerless 
commitment to personal service. 

Find Out for Yourself 
1© learn more about the world s premier 
retirement organization, talk to one of our 

retirement planning experts, or better still, 
speak to one of your colleagues. Find out 

why7, when it comes to planning for tomor- 

row, great minds think alike. 

Ensuring the future 
for those who shape ifcT 

To find out more — give us 

a call or visit our website 

1 800 842-2776 
www.tiaa-cref.org 

‘DA1.8A8. IsSaxeUma AtPast performance it no guarantee of future Rtiikt. TIAA-CREF Individual and institutional 
Senncs*. Inc. distribute* CHEF certsbtatr* atid interest* m tke TIAA Red Estate A»tKi». Teacher* Personal investors Services, loc. distribute* the 
TIAA-CREF Mntvai Fund* For mmr* cotttj»le« uxtoraa&uti. including drags* mws «*$«*****, pktur «I for prospectus* ». Reed tfeem casefoBv before 
you invest or send money. To request prospectuses, call 1 SCO 842-2733. ext. 5609. Investments m securities suck a* mutual funds and variable annul tie* 
at* subject to certain risks nsdtsdmg tk» possible lost* of pritscipuj. 


