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Africa, we need to talk. You have a prob-
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'AIDS on your

lem, and your silence will be your own down-
fall. Denial is only going to make things
worse, believe us.

You’ve got an AIDS problem. A bad one.

Looking the other way isn’t going to make
things any easier on you. In fact, the problem
will only get worse. It won’t just suddenly go
away.

Over the last 15 years, you've lost nearly
11 million people to AIDS. In some of your
countries, as many as one in four people are
infected. You, as a continent, are racking up
four-fifths of our world’s AIDS deaths.

It’s time to admit you have a problem.

Benny Mwiinga, housing minister of
Zambia, died a few weeks ago, and though it
was widely speculated that he died of an
AIDS-related illness, mum’s the word.
Official denial has been the overriding
response to “
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continent.
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four people are
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clothing “says a whole lot about your
personality” is so hollow. I mean,
¢’mon, when you see someone looking
like they walked right out of a Gap
commercial, who says “now they’ve
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EDITOR tide. You need to own up to your problem and | Wear uniforms. _
Josh Funk help your people. It creates a sense of unity,
Maybe you need someone else to help — an because it’s an outward sign that
OPINION intervention of sorts. you are a part of something bigger,
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Cliff Hicks

Come clean, Africa. Don’t ignore your

.problem. Fight it.

It won’t go away.
Ever.

creativity. There are better ways for
people to express themselves, like
art, politics, sports and just conver-
sation.

That’s the First Amendment:

what slave-holding societies have done
to their “property” as well.

We must admit to the humanity of
the voiceless fetus before we can begin
to come to any understanding in this
situation.

men for their attempts to address all
risks associated with a social function
of this nature: They provided trans-
portation for their members and guests
who might be drinking. It wasn’t held
on campus but on private property with
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