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Eye of the storm nears land

MIAMI (AP)— Authorities urged nearly 2 mil-
lion people to evacuate coastal areas stretching
from Florida to North Carolina on Tuesday as
Hurricane Floyd, one of the most powerful and
biggest storms to ever threaten the United States,
roared through the Bahamas.

Floyd’s eye was expected to pass within 90
miles of southern Florida Tuesday, and perhaps
come within 50 miles of north Florida’s coast by
this morning, before striking land somewhere far-
ther north.

“If this thing parallels us, it could act like a
weedeater going up the coast,” said Craig Fugate
of the Florida Emergency Operations Center in
Tallahassee.

Floyd’s top sustained wind eased today to 140
mph — down from Monday’s 155 mph but still a
Category 4 storm, the second most powerful des-
ignation for a hurricane.

Forecasters, however, said fluctuations in
speed were expected. It would be Category 5 if
wind speed reached 156 mph.

Floyd was most likely to make landfall in
Georgia or the Carolinas, but “we’re so close to
the coast that just about any small deviation could
bring the hurricane onshore anywhere from cen-
tral Florida northward,” hurricane specialist Miles

Lawrence said at the National Hurricane Center.

At Orlando, Walt Disney World was closing
Tuesday for the first time because of weather.
Universal Studios also was closing, and SeaWorld
shut down.

Airlines canceled virtually all flights into and
out of southern Florida, and the military sent air-
craft inland and ships out of port to ride out the
storm at sea. Crews of big civilian ships were told
to get ready to leave port at Charleston, S.C.

The Marine Corps was moving 7,000 recruits
out of its Recruit Depot at Parris Island, S.C.

Only a skeleton crew was left at NASA’s
Kennedy Space Center. Three space shuttles were
in the shuttle hangar, which is designed to with-
stand wind of only up to 105 mph, and the fourth
was in the Vehicle Assembly Building, built to
withstand 125 mph wind. Four multimillion-dol-
lar rockets stood exposed on launch pads.

Floyd was much larger than Hurricane
Andrew — another Category 4 storm — which
smashed into South Florida in 1992, causing $25
billion in damage, killing 26 people and leaving
160,000 homeless.

South Carolina residents with memories of
Hurricane Hugo 10 years ago packed up as best
they could.

“k—— _
How do you prepare for a
storm that's going to wipe
you out?

BUSTER BROWNE
South Carolina resident

“How do you prepare for a storm that’s going
to wipe you out?” asked Buster Browne, a
McClennanville, S.C., resident who rode out
Hugo’s Category 4 wind of 135 mph.

“Category 1 or 2, you run out and buy ply-
wood and do what you can,” he said. “If a
Category 5's going to hit you, what the hell are
you going to do? Get the stuff you want to save,
and leave town.”

Only two Category 5 hurricanes have hit the
United States since record-keeping started: the
1935 Labor Day storm that slammed the Florida
Keys, killing 423 people, and Hurricane Camille,
which killed 256 people in Mississippi and

Mission looted
after evacuation

DILI, Indonesia (AP)— Indonesian
soldiers looted the abandoned U.N.
mission in East Timor on Tuesday, just
hours after 110 U.N. personnel and
1,300 East Timorese were evacuated
and flown to safety to end a 10-day
siege.

Office equipment and computers
were carted away and vehicles were
trashed by the soldiers —“the very peo-
ple we asked to secure the compound
when U.N. staff moved to the
Australian consulate,” U.N.
spokesman Fred Eckhard said in New
York.

"~ There were reports Tuesday th.at the
compound was also torched, but
Eckhard said he was told that it was not
the compound but a small house near-
by that had been burned.

The remaining U.N. staff mem-
bers, holed up in the Australian con-
sulate, reported that a black plume of
smoke was rising from the direction of
the compound in the provincial capital
of Dili, said Fernando del Mundo,
spokesman for the U.N. ngh
Commissioner for Refugees in Jakarta.
The staff feared their headquarters had
been set ablaze by pro-Indonesia mili-

The dozen U.N. personnel who “I’m not sure what to make of it.
stayed behind in Dili were to prepare . More re:n!ovals by I’m trying not to be paranoid,”
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ing force, the makeup of which was ] been involved lately in court develop-
being negotiated by Indonesian and follow in Waco case. ments related to the Branch Davidian
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vehicle. Branch Davidians. of the department,” Johnston wrote

In New York, the U.N. Security Assistant U.S. Attorney Bill Aug. 30. :
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T Al Gore holds rally to
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court Latino activists |
WASHINGTON (AP) — Vice together We have hatfthe same ene-
President Al Gore bounded on stage :m% ” Gore said.
Tuesday to the hot-salsa sounds of iting the community’s dispro-
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Hlowa
ban on gays in Boy Scouts

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) -
Questioned by an anti-gay rights publi-
cation, Texas Gov. George W. Bush said
Tuesday that he opposes gay marriages
and that a court erred in striking a ban
on gays in the Boy Scouts.

Publishers of the newsletter said
Bush’s comments were “a good start”
but said they had more questions about
the Republican presidential front-run-
ner’s position on gay rights.

Bill Horn is a leading anti-gay
rights activist who publishes a newslet-
ter called “Straight from the Heart.”
He’s been questioning presidential
campaigns about their views on gay
issues,

B New Jersey
Miss America pageant holds
off on widening standards

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (AP) - The
head of the Miss America pageant on
Tuesday backed off plans to allow
women who've been divorced or preg-
nant to compete for the title, saying no
final decision has been made.

Robert L. Beck, CEO of the Miss
America Organization, said the
pageant’s board of directors has agreed
to hold off implementing the changes
pending talks with state pageant opera-
tors.

The Associated Press reported

- Monday that the pageant had decided
to break with nearly 50 years of tradi-
tion by striking provisions in the con-
testanf contracts that require women to
swear they have never been married

" and never been pregnant.

l San Francisco

to rethink absolute drug ban

‘SAN FRANCISCO (AP) - The
dark judicial clouds hovering over
California’s medical marijuana clubs
may have lightened — but only just a
bit.

On Monday, the 9th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals told a federal judge
to rethink his absolute ban on drug dis-
tribution at some northern California
marijuana clubs and consider an
exemption for patients who show a
serious medical need and no legal

Though not as broad, the court’s

¢ was consistent with a 1996

initiative allowing patients
,m doctor’s recommendation to

s and use marijuana for serious
“illpesses without prosecution under
st_ate law.

| 4 Yugoslavia
Serbs fired upon returning
to homes in Kosovo
PRISTINA, Yugoslavia (AP) -
Gunmen fired on a convoy of Serbs
returning to their homes in the
American sector of Kosovo, killing
one and wounding others, NATO said
Tuesday.
Two Montenegrin women — aged
50 and 70 years — were found dead
Monday in their home in the western
city of Pec, the NATO command said
without releasing further details.

In Moscow, meanwhile, a senior
Russian general sald Tuesdqy that
Russia may reco r its participa-
tion in Kosovo’s

opera-
tions because NATO and the United
Nations are moving the province away:
from Yugoslav control. Belgrade still
retains nominal sovereignty over
Kosovo. {
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