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Mart MiLLER/DN

NEBRASKA HEAD COACH Frank Solich will begin his second season at the helm of the Husker squad Saturday in lowa City, lowa. The Hawkeyes will play host
to NU at 11 a.m. in Kinnick Stadium.

Solich ready for
‘next go around’

M Despite first four-loss
season since 1968, NU
remains optimistic.

ApAM KLINKER
Staff writer

Walk into the Nebraska football
offices in South Stadium during a
regular week and there are a great
many things to tempt the eye and stir
within, even the most austere football
fan, a sense of profound majesty.

It is legend embodied in Tom
Osborne, as he walks down the hall,
greets the secretaries and makes his
way to his mid-moming class, his tie
not yet knotted around his neck and
his gray sport coat tucked under one
arm.

It is the sanctity, the peculiar
serenity of hazy October photographs
of Bob Devaney in ared Kennedy-era
hat, frozen in the moment of snap-
ping commands at his squad on the
field.

Osbaorne pauses at the desk to
skim the front page of the newspaper;
he looks across the lobby at the
draped glass room that was once his
office, now the seat of his 'successor,
Frank Solich. . o

He makes eye contact with a
player sitting in the lobby, calmly

“Hi, Coach.”

Itisin the icons — the three crystal
pedestals with the engravings going
down the line: The National
Champion, University of Nebraska
1994, 1995, 1997.

And you can hear it emanating
from the Nebraska football war
room, where preparation has been
continuing for many months, and the
wistful whispers of last season can
barely be heard above the din of excit-
ed voices.

Then Solich walks out of the
room. Osborne is already down the
hall and into the classroom. It is
almost like a strange changing of the
guard as Solich steps out, turns and
walks into his office — the one that
used to be Osborne’s.

A tough season

Yes, Solich’s first year marked the
first time since Devaney’s 1968 cam-
paign that the Huskers lost four
games. And yes, NU missed out on
another Big 12 Championship. And
yes, it seemed like a tragedy of end-
less injuries as Nebraska stumbled
through the 9-4 season.

None of those things escape
Solich, but none of it vexes him
either. It was what it was, he says, a
turning point in some respects.

“It was a very tough season for all
of us,” he said. “This was a team that
faced a lot of adversity, especially in
terms of injuries. But never was there

: myfmse{igqinﬁng among players or
coaches.

e hung together very, very
well. When you have a team like that,
that fights through the adversity,
there is a strong bond made — a strong
feeling of attachméent to the team con-
cept.” _

It is that cohesiveness which ear-
Charlie McBride said was one of the
“In all the yéars I've coached, if'
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Cornhuskers ‘fired up’
about season opener

Healthy team confident about offensive capability
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