
Lincoln man reaches children with his art 
By Patrick Kelly 

StaffWriter 
While it is difficult to teach chil- 

dren about the importance of growing 
up on the right path, one local writer is 
finding that the key is creativity. 

Tom Frye is a mentor for gifted 
children in the Lincoln Public 
Schools, a counselor for Family 
Solution (a federal family counseling 

program) and an author ot 8 books and 
several short stories, songs and plays. 

On Wednesday, two of Frye’s plays 
were performed at the Animal 
Sciences Complex on East Campus as 

part of an event sponsored by the 
Educational Talent Search, a group 
which helps elementary school chil- 
dren with their studies. 

Frye sees the potential for these 
plays to have a positive influence on 
children. 

I think plays would be a great for- 
mat to immediately reach kids,” Frye 
said. 

The first play, “Kastleland,” was a 
fable which dealt with making the 
right decisions in life and avoiding 
temptation. While the play originally 
was written with children aged 8-9 in 
mind Frye has noticed that the play 
gets enthusiasm from teenagers as 

well. 
The second play, “Scratchin’ the 
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Eight Ball,” based upon Frye’s 1982 
book of the same name, was geared 
more for an older audience. The play 
was centered on drug abuse. Parents 
and teacher groups were concerned 
about the violence and the language 
used in the play. Frye sees the use of 
such as necessary and realistic. 

“Some people call it violence, but 
I call it action because it pulls you 
through. When it gets you to the mes- 

sage, you’re gonna get the message,” 
Frye said. 

The two plays along with the rest 
of Frye’s body of work have put him in 
demand with many groups. Frye’s 
work has become part of summer 

camps, required text for college cur- 

riculum, role playing and board 
games. Frye is even considering 
developing a video game based upon 
the premise of “Kastleland.” 

Recently, Frye has won an out-of- 
court settlement concerning the copy- 
right to his work, “Kastleland.” 

As prolific as Frye’s writing career 

is Frye also is bound by his commit- 
ment to children. Fry’s writing is 
inspired by his work with “at-risk chil- 
dren.” Frye also attributes his writing 
style to his own childhood. Frye, who 
grew up in the Havelock neighbor- 
hood of Lincoln recalls some of his 

own run-ins with the law. 
Frye was ordered to work with 

children and since then he has been 
able to relate to troubled children 
because he understands their situa- 
tion. 

Frye works with children on both 
side of the spectrum. On one end there 
are children who have serious disci- 
pline, economic and family-related 
problems. On the other end, Frye 
works with children who come from 
more stable backgrounds. In addition 
Frye has served as foster parent to nine 
children (not all at once). 

“I get a good balance because dur- 
ing the year I also work at schools as a 
mentor so I see gifted kids and at-risk 
kids and I see them both at risk 
because some of my gifted kids still 
have that drug allure. So, in every- 
thing I do I try to have a message,” 
Frye said, commenting on the range 
of children that he works with. 

Ultimately Frye would like to 
devote his time to writing. However, 
the children have become too signifi- 
cant part of his work and his life to 
walk away from completely. 

“My ideal schedule I think would 
be working with kids three days a 

week and writing four days a week, 
that would be perfect.” 

A night on the town can be pretty costly for a college student but we sure wouldn’t want you to miss out 
on anything: iRiat’s why we provide you with action packed entertainment at a price you can afford. 

Our movies are only $1.75. At that price you won’t be able to resist. Call 475-9991 for listings. 
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300s Services 

Bang. Tutoring lessons in C, C++. COBOL, FORTRAN 
and any other computer science area. 477-6710 

Auto Accidents & DWI 
Other criminal matters, call Sanford Pollack 476-7474. 

Free 
Pregnancy Test 

Birthright is a confidential helping hand. Please call for 
appointment or more information, 483-2609. Check 
out our website www.biithright.org. 

Read Daily Nebraskan 
Classified Ads at 

www.DailyNeb.com 

Type 4 U 
You draft it. I'll type it. Affordable! JoAnn K. page 
790-2962. 

400s iMSim 

2 female nonsmoking roommates needed to share a 3 
bedroom apartment close to UNL east campus. 
Available August 1st chll 308-237-9567. 

Female Grad, looking for same to share nice two bed- 
room on G Street. Near UNL. $210.00 / month plus 
utilitiies. Available August 15. Call Elizabeth for details. 
(207) 866-2774,__ 
Looking for a nonsmoking female roommate to share a 
2 bedroom apartment. Graduate student preferred. Call 
476-3416._ 
Non traditional student. 2 bedroom, 2 bath nonsmoking, 
washer/dryer, garage, $333 plus 1/2 utilities 420-7719, 
Non-smoking female to share a two bedroom 
apartment with a two car garage 15 minutes from east 
campus and ten minutes from city. $225 per person, 
utilities included. No pets please. 420-9025. 

1 

Seeking non-smoking female roommate to share 
apartment close to campus. $225/month. Call 
477-5545. 
_ 

Country living. 15 minutes from East Campus. One fur- 
nished room, $175. One unfurnished room, $150. Call 
785-3213 
Room/Board in exchange for part-time nanny. Great 
schedule for students. 477-0443. Leave message. 

4 and 5 Bedroom, 2 baths, near UNL Range, refriger- 
ator, central air, washer/dryer, off-street parking, $800. 
489-9294. 
4 Bedroom, 1/2 bath, near UNL Range, central air, re- 
frigerator, washer/dryer, rec room, on-street parking, 
$800. 489-9294. 

_ 

3,4,5 bedrooms near campus. Pets welcome 
432-6644, 
823 North 26th, 4 bedroom all appliances $680 plus de- 
PQSit 474-5094.___ 
1325 S. 13th. Four bedroom, central air, two baths. 
$840,472-2350 or 1-800-273-9083._ 
1335 N. 26th, 3 bedroom, garage, w/d.$595.00 
5512 N.W. 10th, Lags 3 bedroom.41150.00 
R.D. Hinkley & Assoc. 466-1686 
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_4i What are your plans for the new Khool year? X' 
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