
HAVANA (AP) Floodlights bathe 
Havana’s (Cerro neighborhood nightly 
as Cuba’s best baseball players practice 
in an empty.stadium closed to die public 
and the media. ~ , 

Only a few officials and reportedly 
Cuba’s No. 1 baseball fan President 
Fidel Castro are allowed in. 

With Cuba’s national pride on the 
line, the final roster, for Monday’s exhi- 
bition game against the.Baltimore 
Orioles at Camden Yards is a state 
secret. No one wants to ride giving the 
Orioles a strategic advantage. 

“No one shows their cards and this 
is no exception,” the Communist Party’s 
workers newspaper Trabajadores said. 
The team will be announced Friday. 

Castro had attended several prac- 
tices, government sources said. Like 
most Cubans, he is passionate about the 
sport, and sat in the front row behind 
home plate during the first exhibition 
game at Havana on March 28. 

Cuban baseball commissioner 
Carlos Rodriguez said the team would 
emphasize speed, not force. 

“We will have two or three sluggers, 
but the team’s characteristic will be a 
fast game,” Rodriguez said. 

The players “are training at full 
steam,” the Communist Party daily 
Granma said Thursday. Reportedly, the 
players have adapted to the use of wood- 
en bats, which they recently switched to 
from aluminum ones. 

The secrecy surrounding the selec- 
tion and practices of the team has led to 
speculation about the final roster. 

A pre-selection list of 48 players 

w—- 
We will have two or 

three sluggers, but the 
team s characteristic 
will be a fast game!’ 

Carlos Rodriguez 
Cuban baseball commissioner 

includes the biggest names in Cuban 
baseball: third baseman Oscar Linares, 
second baseman Antonio Pacheco and 
first baseman-designated hitter Orestes 
Kindelan. Also on the list are pitchers 
Jose Ibar, who started the first exhibi- 
tion game, Jose Ariel Contreras and 
Pedro Luis Lazo, who worked in relief. 

For this game, more of Cuba’s best 
players will be available because some 

were involved earlier in national play- 
offs. 

The Orioles won the first game 3-2 
in 11 innings. 

Almost 300 Cubans will fly to 
Baltimore for the rematch. The delega- 
tion includes journalists, retired base- 
ball players, members of youth groups 
and outstanding students. 

Some of the better-known athletes 
in the delegation are former world 
champion heavyweight Teofilo 
Stevenson, high jump world record- 
holder Javier Sotomayor and Connie 
Marrero. 

Ever since you were a toddler mom has been preparing you to save. And even though your 
little ‘bank’ can’t buy you many things it can sure get you in our doors. Our movies are 

only $1.75 no matter what time of day it is or who you are. So sit back, relax and take a 

load off because at that price you won’t be able to resist. Call 475-9991 for listings. 
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Getting a year’s worth of stuff into a car is like hying to fKYDEft 
cram 10 pounds into a 5-pound sack. You’ve crammed ms 

enough for a while. Give yourself a break. WIMII iigilnilftnilPlf PfMI 
Call Ryder and truck it at the right price. WII Ifc JullOn UUuR.uUIII 

rH -H. 
Coupon only applicable to basic rate of truck rental, which does not include 

ft/ taxes, fuel and optional items. One coupon per rental. Coupon subject to truck 
I availability and Ryder Moving Services standard rental requirements. Coupon 

■ ■ expires December 31,2000. 

I Coupon not valid with any other offer, discount or promotion. 

! ^ 1-800-GO-RYDER £ \ ■ Ryder* is a registered trademark of Ryder System, Inc. and is used under license. 

Note to Dealer: 1. Enter discount on rates screen. 2. Enter Coupon I.D. on payment screen. NCO30 

3. Attach to rental agreement and send in with weekly report. RA Number__ 


