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Not asking
for it

Rape article is insult
to women, men

Women, if you are worried about rape
and sexual harassment, Cheryl Lavin has
some advice for you.

Her article “The Politics of Skin,” which
ran in the April 18 edition of the Chicago
Tribune Magazine encouraged women to
dress and act modestly as a way to protect
themselves.

“Read the paper,” Lavin advised women.
“Rising instances of date rape, stalking, sex-
ual harassment. Do you have to be an old-
timer to wonder if it’s time for women to
cover themselves up?”

Lavin doesn’t think it’s fair of women to
flaunt their skin and body parts in front of
men because men, of course, cannot help but
stare. And if they don’t want to be assaulted
by men, they shouldn’t entice them.

Well, she can try to present this modesty
“movement” as some friendly advice to
women, but it’s really the same story women
have been hearing for years. And offering it
in the fashion section of the Chicago Tribune
Magazine doesn’t suddenly make it trendy.

Blaming the victim is tired. Sorry, Cheryl
Lavin, but men don’t rape women or harass
them or stalk them because they become so
turned on by them that they just can’t help
themselves. And if you can find some kind of
relationship between the way women are

Where blame is due

Violent teen-agers are responsible for own actions

blame. They planned it, prepared for it
and went through with it. They are to
blame, simple as that.

Am I disputing all of the above as
influences? No, I'm not that naive. Yes,
the world is a violent place. TV is
rough, music is violent and arcades

I was sitting in the newsroom at my
high school across town. Meanwhile,
another of my good friends, John, was
sitting in that classroom for the whole
ordeal.

After the standoff ended without
violence, the media and the experts

dressed and their chances of being sexually make for pretty good shooting gal- spun the blame onto a Stephen King
assaulted, then you’re probably the first. leries. novel. Others tried to blame his par-
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and then use the defense that the bank was
asking for it because it presented too much of
a temptation. No jury would let an excuse
like that slide. But it sure seems to work well
in rape trials.

Like Lavin, many people think men just
can’t control themselves once their hor-
mones start raging, and women should know
exactly what kind of behavior and way of

There’s still crime, just no crimi-
nals. There are just victims. Victims of
the crime, and victims that commit the
crime.

Take, for example, the two students
police say committed the murders in
Littleton, Colo.

Were they vicious cold-blooded
killers? No, video games made them

myself can.

Have I ever killed anyone? No.
Have I ever thought about it? Yes.
Seriously? No.

Want to know why I have never
really thought about it any further than,
“1'd like to kill that guy™?

It’s wrong. Two words, a whole
lotta meaning. My parents never

standoff was his attempt at suicide-by-
cop.
I’m sorry, but the blame in Ryan’,
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placed in one spot— the kids. Sure,
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down for the “Don’t kill people” talk,
but that’s a lesson that is learned in life.
A 4-year-old might not get it, buta 17-
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patriarchal society, but, no matter how she
dresses it up, she is really just reinforcing the
status quo.

got from listening to the news this last
week. Blame was a word bandied
about like a comma.

“The parents were to blame ...”
“Marilyn Manson is to blame ...” “The

I had a personal experience with
school violence when I was a junior in
high school. One of my childhood
friends, Ryan, walked into his math
class, pulled out a sawed-off shotgun

knowing how to deal with them. These
kids are usually recognized and helped.
Sometimes, however, they slip through
the cracks. Instead of blaming the

Rocky Mountain News, we need to get

Editorial Policy Letter Policy media are to blame .. and held his classmates hostage for past the blame and get to the cracks.
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