
New Releases 

Fountains of Wayne 
“Utopia Parkway” 
Atlantic Records 
Grade: C 

Maybe it’s the parking-lot land- 
scape or the aching brink-of-the-big- 
city sensitivity, but if you come from 
Jersey you are bom armed to the tee\h, 
tongue and swagger with a cement-h^rd 
tool of survival: cynicism. 

The shadow of New York casts an 

eternal gloom on your own meager sur- 

roundings, and the patchworks of 
license plates resting at the Burger 
Kings and strip malls or streaking along 
the interstates are die labels of continen- 
tal dreamers, each plotting a path 
through or around your hometown 
straight to America’s island Mecca. 

This is the legacy of songwriters 
Chris Collingwood and Adam 
Schlesinger, the duo foundation for 
smart-ass pop foursome Fountains of 
Wayne. 

The New York-based band is releas- 
ing its sophomore album and features a 

fleshier sound owing to two new mem- 

bers (drummer Brian Young and gui- 

tarist Jody Porter).,But Fountains of 
Wayne is still a coming-of-age effort 
engaged in modem-age musical thera- 
py- 

The problem? Suburban angst, of 
course. Schlesinger actually hails from 
the New Jersey jungle, while his partner 
commiserated the outskirts experience 
growing up in a small town outside 
Philadelphia. 

Meeting in Boston and playing 
together for die past few years, the two 
have explored die cultural urban back- 
water and pop-culture iconography in 
pure suburban fashion: unabashed and 
shamelessly hooky pop songs. 

A meritorious self-titled album in 
1997, “Fountains of Wayne” rendered a 

spot on several critics’ Top Ten lists for 
its cute wit and catchy melodies. The 
single “Radiation Vibe” smacked just 
enough of self-referential fun to be 
smart, and they plugged it into a short 
electric hook for radio success. 

With such a glowing introduction 
into the modem-rock world, Fountains 
of Wayne seems to have taken the suc- 

cess formula just a step further in its 
newest album. 

Uh, that step s a doozy. 
In “Utopia Parkway” Fountains of 

Wayne desperately tries to recreate the 
mood of its first album but fails to cap- 
ture the lightness and fun that enamored 
pop-rock fans two years ago. 

Instead, we hear a painfully cynical 
and meaningless rhyme-scape of bub- 
ble-gum jargon including references to 
.38 Special, KorN, Puff Daddy, laser 
shows and miles and miles of girls who 
just don’t get the pain of existence. 

With an obvious affection for Brit- 
pop, each song is structured in a way to 
reflect the victim subject matter.Most 
songs rely on Weezer-esque synth 
sounds and tempo changes, but each 
tries to reflect a certain idea. 

“Go, Hippie” is a half-baked mix- 

while a twinkling arid ; 

ballad, “Prom Theme” actuattydimax- 
es with a flutter of drumsticks on die.. 
cymbal. 

It could be clever, but the problem is 
it becomes impossible to take any of 
these songs seriously. In feet, it^ impos- 
sible to take Fountains of Wayne seri- 
ously. Through every tongue-in-cheek 
motif and snide reference, the band dis- 
tances itself further and further from 
credibility. 

Fountains of Wayne makes clear 
that these subjects don’t really matter, 
and the carefully constructed mockeries 
render every song utterly irrelevant. 

“Prom Theme,” when you stare at 
the words on the printed page, strikes 
you initially as earnest frozen-moment 
nostalgia but is turned into a farce when 
you hear the lackadaisical and humor- 
ously synthesized final product. 

Sincerity does seem to exist bright- 
ly on parts of the album, but it is 
drowned in gratuitous smirks and cyni- 
cal asides. Their most tried-and-true 
theme is one of chicks, not women, but 
chicks. Chicks are always lost; chicks 
extract meaning from Puff Daddy; 
chicks just obviously don’t get these 
clever guys. 

But Fountains of Wayne loves them 
anyway. 

Thank goodness they found some- 

thing to love, because they don’t seem 
fond of much. Minivans, soccer moms, 
laser shows, hippies (okay, give them 
that) are all cut down. Does love exist? 
It’s hard to tell, as the concept suffers 
under stupid metaphors of thrown-away 
cans. In this world of cynicism the only 
shelter seems to be the ignorance of 
chicks. 

Chicks are cute, and for the 
Fountains of Wayne being cute is what 
it’s all about 

-Bret Schulte 

Hip-hop scene expands, diversifies 
SCENE from page 12 
vices he provides in the hands of his 
niece and nephew, who live ir 
Colorado. 

With the New York influence still 
strong, Coleman is planning on moving 
his label by the end of the summer to a 

city larger than Lincoln. 
And though he already has about 

six artists from around the country lined 
up to put on his label varying from 
inspirational hip-hop to alternative 
country Coleman has his eye or 

Lincoln acts that he would like to work 
with in the future. 

“I think there’s so much talent here,” 
Coleman said. “It’s just amazing.” 

Some of that talent is materializing 
in the form of CDs. Beyond has an 

album that is about ready for release, 
and the Blackshirts have a release tenta- 
tively slated for this summer. 

Beyond’s local success and expo- 
sure has been greatly helped by opening 
for alternative bands as well as hip-hop 
groups, Griffin said. 

“The alternative scene supports 
local music a lot better than the hip-hop 
scene does,” Griffin said. 

Beyond opened for the recent 

Digital Underground shows as well as 

Vanilla Ice, Everiast and Ice T. 
Watson, one of the four members of 

the Blackshirts, said his group played at 
Temptations about every other week, 
and they worked closely with Johnson. 

But with the CD release planned for 
this summer, Watson hopes his group 
will be able to inject some more life into 
the local scene. 

A lot is going on right now to 

expand the scene, Johnson said, even 

though it might not seem very evident to 
a large portion of Lincoln. 

“We’re doing a little of everything,” 
Johnson said. It’s like we’re hidden, but 
we’re there.” 

Parking Problems? 
Need a Place to Park? 

Park by 
Day 

$2.00 

Park by 
Month 

$25 

Don't Fight for Parking 
Enter at 8th & S Streets, 1 block west of Memorial Stadium 

National Garages, Gold's Galleria, Suite 120 • 474-2274 

rirr^cjf^nsiTT^iTsf^rwjj UNL Students -1 
fa life 

[Battle ef the Bawls 
Featuring: 

Remedy Satellite 77 
& 

Magic Bus Ride 
1 »Y. Friday, April 23rd 7:00 pm Midnight 

1 !F Union Crib 
$3.00 @ the door 

; April 24,1999 1 

15 Amateur Bouts 

Hooter’s Ring Girls 

$5.00 a| the door OR 
*011850 tickets in the Uni 

1999 
Some student tickets are still available. 

Come to the Athletic Ticket Office 
and fill out your application. 

625 Stadium Drive, Suite E 

Price 
(6 home games): 

Student: $110.00 
Spouse: $220.00 

For more information caH 472-3111. 

Read and earn UNL credit 
at your pace this summer 

Add hours to your schedule while you: 
■ Take course work with you to summer destinations. 
■ Study at home at vour own Dace. vw 

■ Choose from 30 undergraduate 
courses in 12 departments. 

■ Meet with instructor before 
registering for reading courses. 

■ Early registration ends May 14 
($25 reservation fee). 

■ Late registration is May 17-28. 
(Full tuition due at registration.) 
Note: Grades will not be posted in time for students planning to graduate in August 

Last Day to Register — May 28! 
Call for your Reading Course catalog: 

472-1392 
Division of Continuing Studies 

Department of Part-Time Student Setvioes 
and Degree Options 

T>» Unban* of Nebraska is 
an aflbnMlM ntaVaaal 
opportunity hamuNan. 

AWESOME 
OPPORTUNITY! 

*• ®nc- (www-V8rrtty.com), is an Internal startup company of* 
wring free data lecture notea, local content, contaeta and other cool wf- 
vic*ta college rtudem. -ter w«! Q.I excited-we're oomlns) to your tcnod tnit nil 

VVc are hiring an entrepreneurial 
undergrad to manage our on-line 

notetaking service locally 
tfyou*m highly moCvatod, buatneaa-oriantad, and want to gat invoked 
w»i»omethingb|B,you*d bo perfsct lor tHa opportunity? Compensation la excetawt, pteaae apply for detaBai Positions are Ming 143 quickly. 

0 
Apply online- at http: www.versity.com 

Email: JobaQveraity.com 
Fax: 734.483,8460 
Phone: 734.483.1600x888 Versity.com I 

Saint Elizabeth Company Care...giving 
all of our patients the royal treatment. 

While Company Care is known for its treatment of worker's compensation injuries, we now 

treat non work-related injuries and illnesses, too. Saint Elizabeth Company Care can help you 
and your adult family members with our expanded services. 

Walk in during regular daytime hours at our convenient West O location. 
Our qualified medical team is always on hand to get you back on 

your feet and feeling like yourself again. 
We accept the following health insurance plans: 

■ Unity Choice ■ United HeaJthCare 
I Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska plans (excluding HMO Nebraska) 

For other health plans, patients can self-pay and our staff will provide 
appropriate paperwork to facilitate the filing of your insurance. 

4. CATHOLIC HEALTH 
T INITIATIVES 

Saint Elizabeth 
Company Care 

Walk-ins welcome Monday 

475-6656 
1000 We*t O Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68528 

-JFriday 8 a.ra. 5 p.m. 

* 


