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Johanns rejects aid bill
after new amendment

But Plattsmouth Sen. Roger
Wehrbein, who supported the
Kristensen amendment; said his sup-
port was not based on a looming eco-
nomic disaster. If tough times come, he
said, schools should share in the cuts.

“(The amendment) simply says
we’re going to leave that option if and
when that time comes,” he said. “You
have to say where we are going to draw
the line.”

But Hastings Sen. Ardyce Bohlke

require law enforcement to make fin-
gerprint cards that designate an
assault as a domestic violence
assault. LB613 would bring
Nebraska up to speed with require-
ments in the federal Brady
Bill.Although domestic violence
itself'is not an offense, it is an element-
in some assaults. Domestic violence
may occur when a person such as a
guardian or spouse assaults an
acquaintance such as a current or for-
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Committee on Wednesday would
mandate Safety Training Option
Programs as a pre-trial diversion
across the state. Traffic violators
would be given the option to take the
class.

LB565, sponsored by Ord Sen.
Jerry Schmitt, and LB593, sponsored
by Columbus Sen. Jennie Robak,
would coordinate statewide traffic
diversion y
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until the end of the legislative session.
“I believe it pulls the rug out from
the whole issue of predictability and

tors to look at university and state col-
lege funding or courts or smaller items,

Bill proponents, which included
law-enforcement groups and anti-
violence coalitions, said tracking

He also pointed out it is hard to
track who has taken the class and

“This is about who drives the bus,”
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Set items in the budget force sena- Chris Peterson, Johanns’ press sec- Bohlke, who has been the chief pro-

ponent of LB149 as the Education
Committee chairwoman, said she was

he said.

“You are not stewards of each indi-
vidual school district’s budget,” he said.
‘f‘_You are stewards of the state budget

m‘!

he said. “LB149, as it is currently writ-
ten, asks the governor and the
Legislature to take a seat on the bus
while the computer drives the bus.”
Lincoln Sen. LaVon Crosby, who
joined Omaha Sens. Ernie Chambers
and Pam Redfield as the only dissent-
ing votes on the bill, said she was
against the bill from the beginning.
“I’m not for the concept of just

pleased with the vote despite pressure
from the governor’s office. Senators are
committed to property tax relief and
quality schools, she said.
When asked if she thought LB149
supporters had dodged a bullet
she said:

“Iwoul;isayitjmtshowedﬂm“e
have bulletproof vests when it comes to
those issues.”

“The Legislature missed a great
opportunity to remove the entitlement
concepts of state aid,” he said. “We
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