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Leaders meet over peace plan

Albanian rebels expected to approve plan, but not until later this week

PRISTINA, Yugoslavia (AP) — Ethnic Albanian
rebel commanders met Sunday to consider the
peace plan for Kosovo, but — contrary to Clinton
Administration declarations — it appeared the deal
would not be signed before later in the week.

As promised, leaders of the Kosovo. Liberation
Army gathered in the hills of the Drenica region to
vote on a plan for broad autonomy but not the inde-
pendence they have fought for in a year of bitter eth-
nic war.

Representatives of William Walker, the U.S.
chief of international monitors in Kosovo, attended
the rebel meeting held at an undisclosed locar.mn,
said an American source, who requested anonymi-
ty.

The source said rebels were expected to approve
the deal, and that they and ethnic Albanian politi-

Albanians to sign quickly in an attempt to end a
year of fighting between Serb forces and ethnic
Albanian rebels that has killed 2,000 people and
driven 300,000 from their homes.

A signature by the Kosovo Albanians would
step up pressure on Yugoslav President Slobodan
Milosevic to accept the plan. Their signature also
would be a belated success for U.S. diplomats after
they failed to gain the Albanians’ full cooperation
last month.

The ethnic Albanian negotiating team in
Rambouillet, which included politicians and rebels,
said it would sign the agreement when they met
again with diplomats in France on March 15. They
said they needed to consult the people of Kosovo.

Rebels have long been wary of the deal, because
it requires them to disarm and falls short of full

becoming a political party with some of its mem-
bers installed as police, as Western diplomats pro-
se.

U.S. officials, who requested anonymity, said
Sunday it was unrealistic to pin the ethnic
Albanians’ factions down to a specific moment
when they would sign the deal.

Serbs have agreed to give Kosovo self-rule but
oppose the U.S. plan because it calls for 28,000
NATO peacekeepers, including 4,000 U.S. soldiers,
to police the deal on Yugoslav territory.

NATO has nonetheless deployed about 8,000
troops in neighboring Macedonia for a peace mis-
sion and to underscore NATO threats to launch

 airstrikes if Milosevic does not sign the deal.

In an example of rising tensions, an ethnic
Albanian civilian shot and killed two Serb police-

I Venezuela
American workers
killed were in risky
territory "

LA VICTORIA (AP) — The three
American humanitarian workers kid-
napped and slain while trying to help a
Colombian native group had ventured
in a dangerous and lawless region
teeming with leftist rebels.

Authorities sought an explanation
Saturday into the killings of the
Americans, whose bullet-ridden bod-
ies were found Thursday in a cow pas-

ture just across the border in
Venezuela.
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tion with the United States to fight
drug trafficking, an official said

The treaty, signed in Barbados by
President Clinton in May 1997, calls
for cooperation by Caribbean nations:
in anti-drug trafficking measuresand
extradition of suspects. But regional
leaders have i complained
that has ignored its end of

within five miles of the owner’s home, the Justice
Department reported Sunday.

Reporting on data for 1992 through 1996, the most
recent available, the Bureau of Justice Staustms said that
each year an average of 48,787 carjackings are tried, and
24,520, or 50.3 percent, succeed.

Victims were injured in 23 percent of the completed
carjackings but in only 10 percent of the unsuccessful
ones. A weapon was used in 83 percent of the incidents.

The report said 84 percent of vietims were not injured,
but 4 percent suffered serious injuries, such as gunshot or
knife wounds, broken bones, internal injuries or loss of

-

ciewasmkenorattemptedtobemkenbyforceorthreat
It counted carjackings by strangers, not by acquaintances
or relatives.

Using FBI data based on police reports, the bureau
said strangers committed an average of 27 murders
involving automobile theft each year during 1992-1996.

Only 22 percent of carjackings occurred at or near the
victim’s home, but 65 percent were within five miles or
less. The bureau offered no explanation, but law-enforce-
ment and automobile club officials privately suggested
that most cars are within five miles of the owner’s home
most of the time.

the bargain by failing to address eco-
nomic issues so important to the!
Caribbean. ;




