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Q&A-

ASUN candidates answer for goals

By KiM SWEET
Staff writer

In anticipation of today’s election, Focus and
Voice executive candidates in the Association of
Students of the University of Nebraska took some
time to answer several questions regarding their
vision for student government.

Polling sites and hours for elections include
the following: Nebraska and Nebraska East
Union, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Campus Recreation
Center, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Neihardt Gold Parlor,
noon to 8 p.m.; Harper Food Service, 4 p.m. to 8
p.m.; and Sandoz Lounge, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

What actions will you take to improve the
perception of ASUN?

Andy Schuerman, presidential candidate,
Voice party

“What’s really going to do it is personal con-
tact. By really getting out and talking to students,
attending studcnt organizations, holdmg town
hall meetings and talking to students in classes,
we can see what they are really concerned about
so they can buy into ASUN and feel like they
really have a say in what goes on there.

“One of the things we’d like to try is doing tar-
get groups. We want to randomly select students
and ask them to participate in a round-table dis-
cussion and just talk about some campus issues.
think really ensuring that ASUN is covering per-
tinent issues is the most effective way of improv-
ing the perception of ASUN.”

Paul Schreier, presidential candidate,
Focus party

“The answer is simple. We will focus on real
student issues. By working toward real substan-
tive improvements in our campus and in our edu-

cation, students will understand the importance
of taking an active role in their community and
their education, and realize ASUN is one of the
biggest avenues they can do that through. -
“Whether it is improving the educatidnal
atmosphere of our campus by building diversity

together to let them know their input is needed.
One way is actively going out and talking to

them. That means taking initiatives on your own -

and talking to residence halls and greek houses.”
How will you bring students not involved in

or participating in the ide discussiononthe ASUN into the process?
role our university sliould play, it will be clear Vernon Miller, second vice presidential
through the Focus that the students are the candidate, Voice Party

most ithportant partlof our institution.”

What actions will you take to talk to stu-
dents?

Rachelle Winkle, first vice presidential
candidate, Voice party

“I will probably keep doing what I have been
doing during the past year and during the election
— that is mostly going to student organizations.

“Because I've been a student assistant in the
residence halls for 3 years, I really think that one-
on-one contact is really important. I plan to do
that through randomly chosen round-tables. Also,
I think it is important as a student leader that you
attend a lot of the events that are going on on
campus. Whether they be events sponsored by
different organizations that are culturally based
or whether they are involvement-type events —
thpse are good times to talk to people. .

“We will also be having town hall meetings
every Tuesday.”

Jon England, first vice-presidential candi-
date, Focus party

“One way is through the Daily Nebraskan. I
thought the (ASUN) Question of the Week was a
very efficient way that students could do that.
One reason it failed was because of lack of pub-
licity. That would be something I want to bring

“Communication is very important to let stu-
dents who are unaware of what ASUN is to under-
stand.

“My experiepce being in the greek system,
living in the residence halls, living off campus
and being an underrepresented student on cam-
pus will allow me to understand what it is like to
be those students. My experience in ASUN is
going to help me to explain what ASUN is and
what it does.”

Trisha Meuret, second vice presidential
candidate, Focus party

“One of the best ways to decrease apathy
regarding ASUN is to bring it not from the top
down but from the bottom up.

“One way we’re looking to do that as the
Focus party is by providing increased power to
the Student Advisory Boards. Some advisory
boards like the (College of Business
Administration) Advisory Board and Arts and
Sciences Advisory Board have been around for a
long time. They provide excellent roles in their
colleges, so we want to model some of the advi-
sory boards after them.

“We would like students to feel comfortable
approaching the students they’ve selected to be
on advisory boards. When they can feel comfort-
able approaching those students, that’s a great
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up of people who reside on East

_Campus and who will make it a

point to bridge the gap will also
make a difference, she said.

Second vice presidential candi-
dates Trisha Meuret and Vernon
Miller faced off on the issue of pro-
fessors and research.

Stressing the importance of
professor’s research at a Carnegie
Research One institution, Miller,
the Voice candidate, said research

needed to be recognized as an
important facet of the university.

Focus candidate Meuret said
she endorsed hiring professors
specifically for teaching and others
specifically for research.

Asked to identify the major
issues that ASUN will continue to
face, Meuret said issues of commu-
nication and campus unity would
continue to be present.

“I think communication and
getting everyone to work together is
one of the main ways to make for a
better campus overall.”

Pursuing the issue of football
tickets will make strides toward
organizing events that will unite
students.

Miller said combating apathy
and encouraging communication
were two of the most important
issues.

Curing apathy comes partly by
letting students know what ASUN
can do for them, Miller said.

Through roundtable discus-
sions, executives will be able to
find out what is important to stu-
dents, he said.

- When asked what element of
their campaign they were most
proud of, Schreier said he was most
excited about the ideas the party
came up with.

“We worked on real concrete
issues that students on this campus
care about,” Schreier said.

Voice presidential candidate
Andy Schuerman said he was
proud of the integrity the Voice

_ final cases at debate

back. way to bring those ideas to the senator and ulti- of his meetings with Hoplcms leading
“There needs to be some way to get students mately to ASUN.” up to the plea.

- On cross exammatton,Galhgo S
attorney Kirk Naylor trieg to show that
ay . Hopkins did not implicate Galligo until
witeh to nonpro L] ateritvas mored i Galigo migh
. Helvie said that Hopkins first men-
s tioned that Galligo was present during a
may put aid Qt riSR g5 mems v

Galligo did not do i
In February 1999, Helvie said he
has maintaine ing their told Hopkins that Galligo may come
cp:[r.gaign. d during AID from page 1 14 e o "gﬁ’ but Hookins atill did

Schuerman pointed to the deci- create a public charity and is in effect notwantaplea. )
sion not to prov?ge alcohol at work owned by all of us,” he said. The Attomey It was not until after Galligo was
parties and other campaign events Participants said they wanted to be Genera Lha S a arrested in Omaha on unrelated charges
as one example. more involved in formulating the . k ] in April 1998 and was interviewed by

The decision was important, foundation’s mission, determining Spec;al obhganon to LincolnPolice that Hopkins told Helvie
since many of the issues being who gets the scholarships and whether X to pursue a plea agreement.
looked at involved binge drinking | they are need-based or merit-based. protect charitable On May 1, 1998, Hopkins changed
and related issues, Schuerman said. Currently, the FEF board of direc- . . his story to nnphcateGa]hgo

“When considering things such tors makes these decisions. assets in the state. Then Helvie arranged a plea agree-
as binge drinking, we knew we “The public has to say, ‘We want to WW‘”“*‘““GMW
could not go to the bar afterward be sitting at the table when the founda- PATRICK GARDNER view Hopkins. -
and haye alcohol for even (people tion decides what its prioritiesare,”he ~ coordinator of Education Assets After Hopkins signed the plea
over 21),” he said. said. Project for Consumers Union agreement on June 24, 1998, hetold the

Both candidates talked about Originally, the foundation disqual- story of a murder that he
the changes in the election rules, ified UNL students from the scholar- ) carefully planed and carried out.
one of which will be the absence of ships, because the University of ~happened” she said. “We need to get  Galligo played only a minor role.
party names on election ballots. Nebraska-Lincoln participates in the information out that this has hap- What my client did was first

Schuerman said the absence of federal Direct Student Loan Program. = 3 L, degree murder,” Helvie said.
the names was helpful in forcing That was an example of a decision Gardner said he will request that A provision of the plea agreement
students to get their own names out made with little public scrutiny or  Attorney General Don Stenberg take stated Hopkins must tell the truth or
rather than relying strictly on party involvement, Gardner said. i the responsibility of ensuring more face a charge of first degree murder.
affiliation on election day. Recently, the foundation donated ~ public involvement in the FEF. He will The jury also heard from Joshua

But the Voice presidential can- $50,000 for scholarships for partici-  also request that the General Chrastil, another group home resident
didate said the lack of party names pants in Tom Osborne’s Teammates investigate the valuation of the $100 at the time of ﬂ:ermnder. .
could hurt underrepresented stu- mentoring program who attend col- million. In Hopkins’ story he said on Oct.
dents who could have fared better lege at one of the NU campuses. Ifall ~ “The Atiorney General has a spe- 18, 1995, Hopkins and Galligo talked to
with the support of the party name that money is not used, low-income, ~cial obligation to protect charitable ~Chrastil at a convenience store, Chrastil
on the ballot. mmonlyandspecml—medssmdmisal asgeislqthemte,"ﬁardmrsmd.“m told them that he got his cigarettes from

Schreier said he thought the NU campuses would receive the this point the Attorney General’s Schmader.
absence of names on the ballot money. review has been minimal, We expect But Chrastil testified that the ciga-
would not affect the results. Participants also said too much them to beef'up their investigation.” rette theft actually took place several

Students are aware of which focus had been put on Gardner said he was not accusing ~ days before the murder and the conver-
students are affiliated with the | education. The FEF’s missionisto the foundation of fraud, but a closer ~sation took place in the group home.
Focus party and what they stand bring education within the reach of review of the valuation and the transi- Chrastil said that Hopkins was talk-
for, he said. Nebraska students. tion was needed. _ ;- ing about doing something to

The presidential candidates | = “It'sdefinitely a very narrow focus “Youdon’tto have fraud inorderto  Schmader for stealing the ci
each made one last comment before on post-secondary,” Gardner said.  ask what " Gardner said. Former Regional Center teacher
the debate closed. “Their mission doesn’t say that” Similar transitions of health-care Karen Brown testified that she knew

“Our issues are not old ones,” Scott Davis, FEF president and ~ organizations several years ago result-  Hopkins had “profound psychological
Schreier said. “They are things the | chairman, did not attend the discus- ed in cases of assets of the m—pmﬁ_m problems™ and was “capable of vio-
student body has been looking for sion. : being severely undervalued, said lence” when she started having sex with
and asking for. Nebraska is one of 23 states that Harry Synder, who was also at the dis- _him in July 1996.

“There will be tangible work have secondary student loan markets ~cussion and is a senior advocate for the Brown had a sexual relationship
done, seen and felt by the student that are eligible to switch to for-profit. Consumers Union’s west coast office. ~ with Hopkins for more than a year and
body when we are done,” he said. Consumers Union has been monitor- “Whether it's health care dollars or ~ smoked marijuana with Hopkins and

Schuerman complimented his ing these switches since a 1996 federal ~ educational assets these are funds that - Galligo on several occasions.
party for the goals they have | law allowed them to occur. are owed to the public,” Synder said. Today the state is to call
accomplished and will continue to LeeAnn Roth, director of the Consumers Union wants to ensure ~ the chief investigator in the case,
if elected. Nebraska Career Information System,  that does not happen with organiza- Lincoln Police Detective Greg

“The candidates who have who attended the roundtable discus- tions such as NebHELP. Sorenson before resting. its case. 1‘&,
come together in the Voice party sion, said the issue was largely “I'm not suggesting any of this is trial is expected to conchude T
have purpose and they have heart,” unheard of in Nebraska. the case” Syndu'sald."l'hepmhlan Stlﬂ'writer-lqkm“l-
Schuerman said. “People have no idea this has even _ is we don’t know.” mmﬁﬂwm
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Hopkins’
testimony
contradicts

By Josa FuNg
Senior staff writer

Witnesses in Tony Galligo’s murder
trial Tuesday contradicted the main
prosecution witness’ account of the
1995 murder of Michael Schmader.

More questions were raised about
Timothy Hopkins’ story of the murder.

Hopkins, Galligo and Schmader all
lived in the same south Lincoln group
home in 1995 when Schmader was
killed.

On Oct. 18, 1995, Schmader was
brutally beaten and stabbed in an

Creek storm-drainage tunnel
under 48t Street for stealing two car-
tons of cigarettes from Hopkins and

Schmader’s body was discovered
Dec. 22, 1995, by two boys digging in
the creek bed to build a fort.

The murder went unsolved for
almost two years until Hopkins con-
fessed to the murder in September
1997.

But since that confession, Hopkms
story has changed considerably — most
notably after he agreed to testify against
Galligo as part of a June 1998 plea

On Tuesday, Hopkins’ attorney,
Scott Helvie, testified about the details




