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By BRANDON SCHULTE
AND DaviD WILSON
Staff writers

LOVELAND, Colo. — Despite being arrest-
ed last week for allegedly stealing a PlayStation,
Nebraska recruit Josh Davis signed a letter of
intent Wednesday and appears to be headed for
Lincoln in the fall.

Charged with second-degree burglary and
providing false information to a pawnbroker,
Davis said he was somewhat concerned with the
status of his scholarship offer prior to talking
with NU Coach Frank Solich on Tuesday night.

I was a little worried at first.,” Davis said
Wednesday, “*but I didn't really think it was a big

| deal”

Until the details of the incident are figured

out, Solich said he would stand by his 5-foot-11,
190-pound I-back recruit.

“We are still getting the facts on the inci-
dent,” Solich said. “We have visited with the
people at his high school. They all speak highly
of him. I don’t think this incident is characteris-
tic of Josh.”

A SuperPrep All-American, Davis could
face a minimum of five years in prison and/or
$4,000 in fines if convicted on both charges.

According to Dan Colby, owner of Friendly
Pawn in Loveland, Davis sold a PlayStation to
the pawnbroker for $50 before returning to the
shop to buy it back for $55. Colby said he could-
n’t remember the exact dates.

“He came back about a week later — in some-
what of a panic — and we gave it back to him,”
Colby said. “We found out a couple of days later,
after we sold it back - we were instructed by the
police that Davis had stolen the article.”

Davis says NU signing no ‘hig deal’

Colby said Davis presented an ID when
signing a written contract upon the sale of the
PlayStation. Davis’ signature, Colby said,
matched his ID, and was the same at the game
system’s drop off and pick up.

The alleged burglary incident took place
Dec. 8. According to a police report, Jan Sutton
returned to her Loveland home at noon to find a
broken window in the bedroom of her son, Eric.

The curtain rod was broken and her son’s
bed was up against the wall. Grass and leaves
were scattered on the bed, but no footprints or
fingerprints were found. Jan Sutton, whose two
stepsons are also suspects, said she did not want
to comment on the situation Wednesday.

Davis also refused to comment on the inci-
dent, but Solich seemed confident that Davis
will still join the Husker squad.

“I believe that he’ll be able to enter the uni-
versity and be a part of this system.”

Football recruit

B NU signs five players over
300 pounds and gains depth for
the interior lines.

By Davip WiLsoN
Staff writer

A “big, big need” for big, big guys was the
primary focus of the Nebraska football coach-
es when putting together the recruiting class of
1999, Cornhusker Head Coach Frank Solich
said.

If weight is any indication, NU’s mission
was accomplished when 21 high school
seniors — five weighing in at over 300 pounds —
signed letters of intent Wednesday.

I think certainly the biggest need was to
get some big people into the program.” Solich
said.

Aside from the 11 linemen, the Huskers
also signed a handful of skill players, including
two quarterbacks and two I-backs.

The Husker coaches did not revoke [-back
Josh Davis’ scholarship offer after the
Loveland, Colo., native was arrested for
allegedly stealing a Sony PlayStation last
week.

“We did make a commitment to Josh when
he committed to us verbally,” Solich said.

Davis. who signed a letter of intent
Wednesday, could face a minimum of five
years in prison and/or $4,000 in fines if he is
convicted of both charges he faces. The 5-foot-
11, 190-pounder verbally committed last sum-
mer.

The only player to sign that had not made
up his mind prior to Wednesday was Dan
Waldrop, a 6-5, 320-pound offensive lineman
from Wilmington, Calif. According to the
Spokesman Review in Spokane, Wash.,
Waldrop, who signed with NU Wednesday,
had committed to Washington State as of
Tuesday.

the recruits, four other high school athletes list-
ed as offensive linemen inked letters to come to
NU.

Among them were Nebraska natives Tim
Green, a 6-5, 305-pounder from Omaha
Westside, and 6-3, 300-pound Chris Loos,
from Lincoln Southeast, who will join the
Nebraska offensive line pipeline in the fall.

As a whole, Solich said, he was impressed
with the local talent bed. Of the 22 recruits
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NEBRASKA HEAD FOOTBALL Goach Frank Solich talks to the media about the NU recruit-

Along with Waldrop, who is the heaviestof Ing class of 1999. The Huskers signed 22 players, including 21 high school players.

signed Wednesday, which includes junior col-
lege transfer Larry Henderson, seven hail from
Nebraska.

*“We've been fortunate in that we've always
had a tremendous base,” Solich said. “That was
extremely helpful. I think it’s an excellent year
for Nebraska players. It was easy to decide that
every one of those guys were scholarship play-
ers.”

Also aiding in the recruiting process,
Solich said, was the Huskers’ football camp
held in June. Solich said 15 of the recruits who
signed attended NU's camp last summer.

“That’s been tremendously valuable,”
Solich said. “You know what you're getting.
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Experts praise well-rounded recruit class

By Apam KLINKER
Senior staff writer

With the 1998 season behind it and the
future in front of it following the national let-
ter of intent signing day, the Nebraska football
team steps into 1999 with 22 solid recruiting
commitments.

While the members of the class of 1999
may be lacking in style, they more than make
up for it in substance, as regarded by recruit-
ing experts around the nation.

“It's a year a lot like Nebraska always has,”

Bobby Burton of the National Recruiting
Adviser said. “They’ve done well; they’re
right where they should be.”

High on the list for the Cornhuskers was
finding an I-back, a task they undertook and
fulfilled doubly with Josh Davis and Robin
Miller.

Though Davis and Miller were not in
Burton’s top five at the I-back position,
Burton said, NU has obtained two top athletes.

“They’ve done it,” he said. “*Did they ful-
fill it with a top-five back? No. But they’'ve
still got two quality backs.”

However, controversy is already trailing

Davis, whose status as a scholarship athlete
was brought into question following his arrest
last week on a burglary charge.

Also big for the Huskers were the commit-
ments of two quarterbacks, Carl Crawford and
Jammal Lord, both among the top option quar-
terbacks in the nation.

“It’s important that Nebraska did that,”
said SuperPrep Magazine's Allen Wallace. “If
you can get two quality quarterbacks, that
gives Nebraska an edge that their opponents
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