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The Reeves fam:ly

Randolph Blackbird was placed with.
Barbara Reeves in Central City in November 1959,
and on Dec. 30, 1960, he became Randolphm
Reeves.

Quaker community, had applied to adopt a.c
more than a year earlier. :
Because they could have children of thexrdwn, ;
Don Reeves said, they were not high on the list:
“We forgot about it and had another youngster

The Reeves had five children: two of their own, i

Randy and two more adopted children.

“Randy was accepted by our extended family :

and the community,” Reeves said. “He was always
one of our kids.”

Randy Reeves’ situation was unusual ameng
American Indian adoptions, because the Reeves
family provided a caring environment and present-
ed his heritage in a positive fight.

“Now we realize that everyone underestimated
the'trauma of taking these kids from their home.”
Don Reeves said. “But there is no hard evidence of
this trauma in Randy’s life.”

Don Reeves said Randy Reeves had some nor-
mal teen-age problems, but nothing unusual. ...

The Reeveses sought counseling for him a

“ he ran away at 14, and doctors found that R

“Reeves-was “confused about his role in life.
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- go if they ean’t be with their parents,” Phillips said.
Ideally; the-homes would be 6n a ranch or farm
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Phillips wants American Indian children to
realize 2 theopporttmmasﬂmeforﬂwmmdto
gain an appreciation for their heritage.

He doesn’t want thet to be robbed of their cul-
ture like he and Randy Reeves were,
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the only place for them to go.”




