Victims’ family members lobby
board to spare murderer’s life
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and be better for it )
Gus and his daughter Audrey
Lamm came to Lincoln this weekend to
lobby state officials to commute
Reeves’ sentence to life in prison.
They are motivated not only by per-
sonal beliefs but by the knowledge that
both Victoria Lamm and Janet Mesner
would have opposed this execution.

“This whole thing (the execution) is

very profoundly disturbing,” said
Audrey Lamm, who was 2 years old the
night her mother and Janet Mesner
were killed in the Quaker meeting
house. “It sickens me to think that my
mother’s death would lead to another
loss of life.”

Friday morning the Lamms met
with two of the three members of the

Nebraska Board of Pardons, Attorney-

General Don Stenberg and Secretary of
State Scott Moore, to discuss the case
and the possibility of a pardons hearing.

The third board member, Gov. Ben
Nelson, declined to meet with them,
saying he would be out of office before
the board could hear the case. Gov.-
elect Mike Johanns said he wanted to
meet with the Lamms but could not fit
them into his schedule on such short
notice. Johanns takes office Jan. 6, just
eight days before the scheduled execu-
tion.

The Lamms said they were greeted
with a mixed reception when they met
with state officials — some more recep-
tive than others.

Moore listened to the Lamms’ mes-
sage and agreed they have a right to be
heard in a public forum, the Lamms
said.

But they could not seem to reach
Stenberg, they said. Both Gus and
Audrey Lamm described him as cold
and dispassionate in their meeting.

“He put up a stone wall the moment
we walked into the room,” Audrey
Lamm said. “He didn’t hear us as we
pleaded with him to look at Randy as an
individual.

“But we have to trust him with
everything we have. We have fo contin-
ue to be optimistic.”

Reeves’ lawyer, Paula Hutchinson,
said that in the past Stenberg has been a
strong supporter of the death penalty
and victims’ rights,

But she was unsure how he would
act in this case where those two ideas
conflict.

The Lamms and the parents of the
other victim, Ken and Mildred Mesner,
also met Friday with the parole board,
which is the information-gathering
body for the board of pardons. After
investigating the parole board can make
a recommendation to the board of par-
dons.

_ Throughout the 18-year process
since the trial, the Lamms have
remained silent, choosing to focus on
building their own lives in their
Portland, Ore,, home. Meanwhile, the
M&mem,who]:vemakaacommw
mtymCentralCﬂy,havebeenh‘ymgto
keqa Reeves from death.

“What happened was a tragedy,”
Gus Lamm said. “If I had focused on
that event for the last 18 years, think
that would make me a bitter, mean-spir-
ited man.”

However, a few family members
feel different and have supported the
execution.

Victoria Lamm‘s father, Al Zessin,
has been a vocal supporter of execution
since Reeves was arrested. Her brother
Greg also wants Reeves executed.

On March 29, 1980, Reeves
stabbed and killed Janet Mesner and
Victoria Lamm at the Quaker meeting
housein Lincoln whmMmakved as
the caretaker. Mesner and Reeves had
were raised in the same Quaker com-
munity.

Defense attorneys never disputed
that Reeves, now 48, killed the two
women,; instead they argued he should
be convicted of murder
or manslaughter and that Reeves was
unaware of his actions at the time,

Reeves had been drinking since 9
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The Omaha Tribe of Nebraska
does not know how to deal with the
planned execution of one of its own,
tribal leaders said at a rally Saturday.

About 80 people, including fam-
ilies of the victims, attended a rally
at the Indian Center, 1100 Military
Road, to stop the execution of
Randolph Reeves, which is set for
Jan. 14.

“There has not been an execu-
tion of an Omaha (tribal member) in
living memory,” said Jerre
Moreland, a member of the Omaha
Tribe. “On the reservation they don’t
know what to do with (the execu-
tion).

“They don’t have a custom for
this.”

Reeves, also known as Randolph
Blackbird, was taken from his
Omaha family on the Winnebago
Reservation in northeast Nebraska
when he was 3 years old and was
later adopted by a white family.

He was raised in a Quaker com-
munity near Central City, though his
American Indian mother never sur-
rendered her parental rights.

Reeves was convicted of the
1980 murders of Janet Mesner and
Victoria Lamm, who were killed at a
Quaker meeting house in Lincoln.

Families of both victims spoke
out at the rally along with tribal lead-
ers and former Gov. Frank Morrison,

Reeves told his lawyer Paula
Hutchinson on Saturday morning
that he was humbled and over-
whelmed by the show of support.

Morrison said society has made
the death penalty a scapegoat for its
inability to handle its problems.

“The state’s motto is ‘equality
before the law’ — what a hypocrisy,”

Former governor, tribal members
rally for reversal of death penalty

Morrison said.

He said they would not be having
a rally if Reeves had been a rich
man. -
Had Reeves been able to afford
psychiatrists and top-dollar lawyers
to testify at his trial, he wouldn’t
have been facing death, Morrison
said.

Supporters have rallied around
Reeves from both conventional and
unconventional sources.

Amnesty International, Nebr- -

askans Against the Death Penalty
and other groups are lobbying to
have Reeves’ sentence commuted.

Family members of both victims
are against the death penalty, and the
case has garnered some national
attention,

SueZann Bosler, a woman who
fought for 12 years to have her
father’s killer sentenced to life in
prison, not death, arrived in Lincoln
on Saturday to offer support and
share her experiences with the fami-
lies.

Both the Lamms and the
Mesners spoke at the rally in favor of
commuting Reeves sentence to
death.

The Lamms and the Mesners
have been lobbying the Nebraska
Board of Pardons, which is the last
stop in the process, to hear their
pleas.

am not a victim,” said Gus Lamm,
Victoria’s widower, “and I will not
remain a victim.”

Hutchinson said there was no
mechanism for input from the vic-
tims’ families at the trial, so now
they are trying to shed light on the
situation.

“The lights shine brightest when
it is darkest,” Lamm said. “That’s
what is happening here. That light is
going to shine on Randy.”

“I’m portrayed as a victim, but I
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What happened was

a tragedy. If I had
focused on that event
for the last 18 years,

I think that would

make me a bitter,

mean-spirited man.”

Gus Lamm
victim’s widower

a.m. on the day of the murders, and
witnesses testified that he was in a stu-
por that night when he went to visit
Mesner.

In 1981 Reeves was convicted of
felony murder — prosecutars argued
the murders took place during the
commission or attempt to commit sex-
ual assault — which meant they did not
have to prove intent.

In the years since conviction,
Reeves’ case has been examined by
several higher courts, including the
U.S. Supreme Court, but his sentence
remains death.

Hutchinson said the federal courts
refused to address some of the issues,
saying they were state questions, but
the state has never answered them
either.

Unless the pardons board heeds
the families’ pleas for mercy, Reeves
will be executed Jan. 14.

“The government is saying do
what we say, not what we do,” Audrey
Lamm said.

“Why kill people who kill people
to show that killing is wrong?”
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We make house calls - Free estimates - Mac or PC
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(402) 628-2221
(lv. msg. & we'll call
back hippity-hop!)
Hours 8 am. to 10 pm.
(402) 628-2222 fax
lmnclad@nam net

Look

for this...

Résumés, curriculum vitae written
& printed while you watch. Term
papers, theses, dissertations edited,

formatted & laser printed. Your choice

of MLA, APA, AP or Chicago styles.
Low rates, high quality, fast work.

The American Gem Society is a group of fine
jewelers in North America dedicated to consumer

protection...

your protection.

The AGS logo is your assurance of quality. Quality

you can count on. For all your fine jewelry purchases,

. visit a jeweler who is serious about serving you.

The AGS jeweler.

DEDICATED TO PROVEN ETHICS, KNOWLEDGE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION™

YOUR VERY
OWN LAB
24 HRS A DAY.

UNL Computer Shop

Your complete campus source for:

Hardware including:

IBM desktops and laptops
Apple desktops and laptops
Compaq computers

HP & Epson printers

HP & UMAX scanners

@ Apple

HP desktops

..and more

Software including:
Microsoft products
Adobe products
Corel products
Macromedia products
Symantec products
..and more

501 N. 10 Street Room 123
(across the street from the stadium)
(403)472-57&7




