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The

Lincoln native

By ERIN GIBSON
Senior editor

On Halloween night, folk singer Laurie
McClain drove toward home on a winding country
road outside Nashville, Tenn.

Her 6-year-old daughter. Sarah. sat next to her.
buckled into the same yellow 1985 Toyata Tercel
that took the longtime Lincoln resident and family
o the country music L'Li'pim:l W years ago

A street lamp had hurned out, so the night
betore them looked as black as the asphalt

Then the road tumed

McClain never saw the 6-foot ditch betore her
until her wheels hit the roadside gravel. and her car
launched into a series of fips.

“I grabbed (Sarah's) head and pulled it into my
chest. We were rolling in a ditch. 1 was callng out
her name.”

When the car stupped, MeClain fumbled
daround her daughter’s body, fecling her all over to
make sure she wasn't hurt. Neither was injured.
and a man who witnessed the accident called 1o
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When the memeries of her hife in Lincoln
haunted her. she felt gratefu! she could pack up and
move her life to Nashville with her three daughters.
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returns for album release celebration

A blizzard held Nashville in a cloud of white
the day they rolled in, Jan. 10, 1997, Like her
music, she wasn't discouraged.

She went to Nashville for a new start, she said,
and to learn from great musicians. She didn’t go to
find the love, joy and sentimentality that inspired
her new recording. She just wanted to make an
album.

Almost two years later, she'’s done it

McClain. who looked upon her first Lincoln
audience as a seventh grader un stage at Irving
Junior High School, is back in town tomight for a
concert and CD-release party for her country-
tinged folk album, ~The Child Behind My Eves.”

1 really feel good about this record” McClain
said. “It’s the first ime in my hfe [ heard my songs
without just my guitar and my voice”

After § p.m. at Duggan's Pub, McClain and her
guitar will take the stage and perform her music,
along with boviriend and producer Charlie
Chadwick on bass. and Lincoln musicians Steve
Hanson on banjo, guitar and mandolin while
Revnold Peterson mans the dnims

Like her album. MceClam’s concert will
resound with feel-good funes that reflect a child-
> of hving. each song with simple, heartfelt
Ivrres and instrumentation tre to the folk raditon
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It’s more than just a glowing neon-hit beacon o
a bar with a few blues singers wailing away inside

The Zoo Bar. 136 N 140 St has become a his-
toriecal and cultural mainsi,
seene after more than 25
arnists of the blues
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Bochmer said the bar received two write-ups
lor not complving with the code and since then has
stuck to the strict risies

The code calls for a maxumum occupancy level
in the Zoo of 86 people. allowing [or each person
to have 15 square feet of space. Before the crack-
down, the Zoo regularly packed in crowds of at
ieast 130 people without complaint or police inter
vention

“We are contracted with national acts, and we
couldn’t get rid of those contracts, even though we
aren’t meeting costs.” Boehmer said. *We have lost
a sizable amount of money in the past two months.”

Boehmer said the bar is still regularly receiving
calls from national acts that want to perform at the
venue, but because of the money loss. the bar can’t
‘fford 1o pay the bands to play.

As a result, Boehmer said the bar’s schedule
will expenience a shift toward almost all local acts,
and it will be mosi noniceable i the January Lineup

Ifworse comes 1o worse, Boehmer may have Lo
& e Zoo Bars doors

"I don’t know what 1= gomng to happen.” he
wiid. “Raghtnow, us all up i the air”

consider closin
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FOLK SINGER LAURIE McCLAIN has gone through a lot to finally celebrate a CD-release party, includ-
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ing bad marriages and a last-ditch move to Nashville, Tenn. Now she has returned to her hometown
to share her first album, “The Child Behind My Eyes,” with her old friends.

Southern country influence appropriate to
Tennessee
One track titled “Lightening Bugs™ has a

strong banjo twang indicatis e of bluegrass roots

Two North Carohina musicians (McClam calls
them “real hillbillies™) plaved back-up for the tne

Please see MeCLAIN on 10

end Zoo Bar’s tradition

don’t know who it was, and 1t doesn’t matter It's
stll a horrible thing w do”

He added that competiion. no matter how sttt
should never come to this level
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I Larry hadn’t done what he did at the Zow,

(The Zoo Bar) is not competition 1o anyone except itself.

Its an institution. Ity not something vou should wamper

with, you just enjoy it.”

ANDY FAIRBAIRN
Duffv’s Tavern emplovee

“We are being told that complamts from cus-
tomers, from other bar owners and from bar
employees that our bar was o crowded are what
tnggered the interest.” he said. ~We have also heard
that a compeutive bar sent the police over, not for
safetv. just as part of mean-spirited business”

Boehmer didn't name any one bar specifically
but did say that it was “one of the O Street bars.”

“Idon’tknow the motive, and [ don't even want
to hazard a guess.” he said.

Andy Fairbairn, music director at Duffy’s
Tavern, 1412 O St., said he had also heard the
rumors of hattling bars becoming vindictive.

“It doesn’t surprise me,” Fairbairn said. “We

we wouldn't be able o do what we do now.” he
said. I the ity lets (the bar close ). its gomng to be
an incredible loss. They should never forgive them-
selves foranif it goes.”

But not all bars in downtown Lincoln hold the
Zuo, or its situation, in such high esteemn.

Shawn Tyrrell, an employee at Knickerbockers.
901 O St.. said his bar faced the same situation and
turned 1o expansion as a solution.

He added that he didn’t think the loss of the
Zoo, which may face closing, would be missed as
a musical contribution to the city.

“It’s been around for so long, it might be
missed historically,” he said. “For his size,

( Boehmerydoes what he can do, but he s limited as
to what he can bring in

“Blues music is hard o get a crowd for” he
continued. “He 1s just known for that and has o
butit-in crowd.”

fyrrell sawd he believes the Zoo Bar promotes
iselt as the only bar in Lincoln that brings o

national acts. He added that he disagrees with the

statement. calling it nidiculous.”

“Fara road house blues club, they du w hat they
do, " he sad.

He said he had heard about the rum
but sard most of the talk s surrow
Street bars”™
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Boehmer said as of now. no decisions concern-
ing the future of the bar hay e been made

‘1t we can get the numbers up. people will

LTI,

Bochmer smd the officials were being cooper-
ative when working with the Zou, and are going to
re-measure the bar and re-figure the occupancy
Limits

Representatives from the Lincoln Fire
Prevention Bureau did not return calls 10 the Daily
Nebraskan on Monday.

Bochmer said expansion is not an option. as
the bar is landlocked and he does not want to move
after all the history behind the current ocation.

But the only things Boehmer really cares about
1s keeping the blues in Lincoln, and keeping his
doors open.

“1 just don’t want to offend the powers that be.
I'm not trying to tick anyone oft or point fingers,”
he said. “All we know is the end result: that we have
lost a lot of money.”

"he s




