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Justice addresses
minimum sentences

By BRIAN CARLSON
: wm

In a speech at the Umvemty of
Nebraska College of Law, Breyer said

the balance between uniformity and
,kﬂadbil'ttymmhgpmbablym't '
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longpmon sentences for which they

Sentencing Guidelines, which he
helped develop, are a vehicle for provid-
ing greater fairness and honesty in sen-

“Like law itself, the guidelines
sought a better balance between rules
that promote uniformity among cases
and practices that focus upon fairness
meqnny' in the individual case,” he

Breyer worked for the Senate

- Judiciary Committee. when Congress
considered sentencing reform. Later,
from 1985 to 1989, he served as a mem-
ber of the ing Commission.

The federal guidelines created
“offense” and “offender” categories so
sentencing judges could match an
offender’s criminal record with hi
offense, then hand down a sentence
within the range allowed by that cate-
gory.

In a given category, the maximum
prison time can exceed the minimum by
no more than 25 percent. The guide-
lines’ punishments were based on past
nal charge, but the actual conduct of the
crime. This is because two people may
be charged with the same crime, éven if
one’s conduct-of the crime was more

Mandatory sentences are too
restrictive, Breyer said, making it more
difficult to adjust sentences on the basis
of circumstances surrounding a particu-
lar case.

“Statutory mandatory sentences

part through

research, of a rational, coherent set of ing

punishments,” he said.
Furthermore, Breyer said, manda
tory sentences have failed to secure the
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We judges and
- lawyers love to make
distinctions, but it is
important to know
when to Stop
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were infended.
Studies have shown that
minimum defendants receive “down-
ward departures,” in which they are
charged with a lesser crime than they
could have been, more often than the
general offender population.
Breyer speculated this was because
prosecutors could sense that the mini-
mum sentences would be too strong in

“In sum, Congress, in simultane-
ously requiring guideline sentencing
and minimum sentencing, is
riding two different horses,” he said.
“And those horses, in terms of coher-
ence, fairness and effectiveness, are
traveling in opposite directions.”

Breyer also said the Department of
Justice should give greater attention to

sentencing guidelines to improve

effectiveness.

Breyer’s third suggestion was that
the commission simplify its descrip-
tions of crimes. Rather than making
fine distinctions between similar
crimes, the guidelines should attempt to
describe the “heartland” of more gener-
al criminal activity.

“The greatest obstacle to doing so
is, I believe, the legal mind itself,” he
said. “We judges and lawyers love to

make distinctions, but it is important to
know when to stop.” L

Criminal conduct or sentences that
are too specifically defined make it
more difficult for the system to operate,
he said. Also, he said, no one can be sure
of the effect of punishment on an
offender.

“Punishment is a blunderbuss, nota
rifle,” he said.

Breyer spoke at the Roman L.
Hruska Institute, named for the U.S.
senator from Nebraska from 1954 to
1977. Hruska attended the lecture.

In an interview, Hruska recalled the
“long, laborious”
sentencing reforms became law. As a
member of the Senate Judiciary
Committee, he was involved in sentenc-
reform.

“It’s a monumental thing,” he said.
“It’s the best we have for ensuring fair
sentences.”

Open house will cover new
1-80 improvement project

By ToDD ANDERSON
Senior staff writer

An Interstate 80 surface improve-
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interstate lanes between 27t and
Northeast 561 streets, as well as the rest
area on the north side of the Interstate.

- Osborn said the improvement pro-
ject would take approximately two
months to complete — before the

Independence Day holiday; but the
starting date depends on whethier'a bid
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Kansas State wins recyc]mg ch lle

From staff reports

In a head-to-head competition to
issues, UNL didn’t recycle en
football enthusiasm to beat
State University.

'In honor of last Saturday’s foot-
ball game and America Recycles Day
last week, the Student Governing
Association at KSU challenged the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln and
the Association ‘of Students of the
University of Nebraska to see which
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Dale Ekhart, UNL recycling
coordinator, said UNL collected 394
aluminum.

-pounds of

MKSU collected 566 pounds, he

“Applesformﬂe&wem inthe
ball game,” Ekhart said. “But we
didn’t have enough score.”

The total amount of cans collect-
ed was calculated per pound per num-
ber of students enrolled at each uni-
versity, Ekhart said. -

Stacy Meredith, KSU Student

Governing Association environmen-
tal.coordinator, said KSU students

. are happy they beat UNL and raised
: ﬂ:elweloi‘mvnonmennlacuwam

Meredith said a total of 12
schools across Kansas and UNL

competed in the recycling competi-
tion.

Ekhart said there was no prize for
the winning school.

“The whole event was indeed
successful for both schools,” Ekhart
said. “Sure we didn’t win, but aware-
ness was brought to recycling and
mm'ﬂm’haw
foreveryone” -
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FREE GENTLEMAN'S WEDDING BAND WiTH PURCHASE
(A *150 VALUE) -

Now through December 31, receive a free genfleman’s wedding band
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with the purchase of a diamond engagement ring of Borsheim’s.
Some restrictions apply. See a sales associate for defails.

. Nointerest, no payments unfil March, 1999
" Borsheim's Revolwnq Charge”

*with approved credit

BORSHEIM'S.
Fine Jewelry and Gifis -
A Berteshire Hathaway Company
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