
R.E.M. 
“Up” 
Warner Bros. 
Grade: C- 

You never really appreciate some- 

one until they’re gone. 
Bill Berry, who served as R.E.M.’s 

primary percussionist for nearly two 
decades, retired from the group last 
fall in the wake of a startling brain 
aneurysm that struck Berry down dur- 
ing 1996’s “Monster” tour. 

His collapse marked a certain mor- 

tality for the artsy but aging foursome, 
one which it seems that Berry conced- 
ed by his consequent retirement. 

R.E.M. decided to push ahead with 
its plans for a new album anyway and 
defiantly dubbed it “Up,” which was 

released Oct. 27 to a minimal response 
from critics and fans. 

As has become obvious since the 
album’s release, Berry was much more 

than just any old drummer. Members 
have confessed numerous times to his 
vital contribution to the group’s evolv- 
ing, but always interesting, experimen- 
tation with pop and rock. 

As his presence in the band extend- 

ed much further than the drum set; his 
absence on the album seems to domi- 
nate the entire recording. 

Drums are the first thing you don’t 
hear on “Up,” which carries as its first 
track a mumbled hymn to mundane 
existence titled “Airportman.” It esca- 

lates as imperceptibly as a moving 
sidewalk and induces the same feeling 
of exhilaration. 

“Up” boasts as its co-producer Pat 
McCarthy, who engineered R.E.M.’s 
last two albums, both of which broke 
new ground for the band: one a cele- 
bration of classic rock and the other a 

foray into electronic sound. 
McCarthy must have liked the lat- 

ter, “New Adventures in Hi-Fi,” so 

much that he decided “Up” should be 
as similar as possible. Just as “How the 
West Was Won And Where It Got Us” 
served as a musical preamble to the 
raucous paean to glam rock, “Wake- 
Up Bomb,” “Airportman” quietly 
introduces a rowdy second track, 
“Lotus.” 

Berry’s invaluable contribution to 
R.E.M. is painfully clear by the fourth 
track, “Hope,” which attracts attention 

only because it contains the album’s 
first tickings of a drum line. 

R.E.M. fans surely are teary-eyed 
by this point as the synthetic, lifeless 
snare/bass combo sounds as if it were 

lifted off a Wal-Mart Casio keyboard 
display. 

The rest of the album wanders into 
boredom and oblivion, occasional 
bursts of energy are enveloped in repe- 
titious crescendos and only sporadical- 
ly is there the slightest inclination of 

activity. 
The dazzling exploration of “New 

Adventures in Hi-Fi” has become a 

routine stroll for R.E.M. without the 
punchiness of Berry, and to a lesser 
extent, longtime producer Scott Litt, 
who has moved onto other projects. 

To be fair, “Walk Unafraid” and 
“Why Not Smile,” which appear more 
than halfway through the recording, 
recall better days for R.E.M. and are 

the album’s brightest spots. The inclu- 
sion of lyrics, an unexpected bonus 
(perhaps to compensate for its other 
inadequacies) enhances the listening 
experience by making it possible to 
understand what Stipe is saying, even 

if you don’t understand what he 
means. 

Although Stipe is as lyrically deft 
as ever when it comes to exploring his 
favorite psychological crevices, he 
alone cannot compensate for the 
album’s glaring omissions. 

Berry retired, claiming he needed 
more time for his family and himself. 
Based on this recording, it sounds like 
the rest of R.E.M. needs a break, too. 

-Bret Schulte 

_jgO Parking Problems? 
Need a Place to Park? 

Park by Park by 
Day Month 

$2.00 $25 

Don’t Fight for Parking 
Enter at 8th & S Streets, 1 block west of Memorial Stadium 

National Garages, Gold's Galleria, Suite 120 * 474-2274 

Resumes 
(402) 628-2221 

I (lv. msg. & we’ll call 
I back hippity-hop!) 

Hours 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
(402) 628-2222 fax 
ironclad@navix.net 

Resumes, curriculum vitae written 
& printed while you watch. Term 
papers, theses, dissertations edited, 
formatted & laser printed. Your choice 
of MLA, APA, AP or Chicago styles. 
Low rates, high quality, fast work. 

We are not a "typing" service) 

Graduate Students 

yowi 
The Office of Graduate Studies is offering three seminars in the spring 
semester. Register for one of the following courses to enhance your 
educational experience. 

•901. Professional Ethics (1 cr) 
Dr Helen Moore, instructor 

Thursday, 4 p.m. 4:50 p.m., CBA 20, Call Number 8629 

•902. Grant Writing and Grant Management (1 cr) 
Dr. David Stanley, instructor 

Wednesday, 6 p.m. 6:50 p.m., 214 Plant Industry, Call Number 8630 

•903. Professional Development Seminar (1 cr) 
Dr. Suzanne Ortega, instructor 

Tuesday, 3:30 p.m. 4:20 p.m., CBA 362, Call Number 8631 

For more information, contact the Office of Graduate Studies at (402) 472-2875. 

REGNANCIES... 
.„can change your life in an 

instant Perhaps you would 
like to the poaeihility 
of mating an adoption 
for your child. Our caso 
workers can answer your 
questions confidentially. If you 

^ 
would like to visit with us, 
plnoee cell today. 

CbfdMkhome 4600 feDw Road, Sta. 514 • Uacofe, NE 68510 rrri rrt (402) 499-7979 • 600-690-6754 

toll free information and reservations 

1*800*SUNCH ASE. 
•Id IN wb «t www.unoh—.oom 
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AMERICAN CREW 
Quality Grooming 
Products for Men 

If 
Colisse of Hair Desien 

M"w m M *% M M WEE parking with 
4 m 4^4244 *5 P^chase with 

Park *n Shop 
Tues & Thors: 9am 7pm Wed Fri: 9am 5pm Sat: 8am 3pm Moo: Retalt/Refll) 
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«| mUf 
ALL Expenses Paid 

INCLUDING 
PERSONAL BILLS 

Must possess a 

sense of humor 

Call toll free 
1-888*874-6101 

Aviation has landed on the UNL campus. 

Dt 

See the schedule of classes for courses of for 
more information call 472-4432 

UNO Aviation Institute 

University of 
Nebraska at 
Omaha 

The University of Nebraska at Omaha is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution. 
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To get a good agency job, you’ve gotta have experience. Well, there’s 300 advertising 
students and 3 agencies in Lincoln. Kinda gives you a slim chance at an internship. 
Breathe easy-—the Daily Nebraskan is hiring creatives and account execs. Just 
remember those 299 other kids. For more information, call 472-2589- 

Nebraskan 
DISPLAY ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT 
LOWER LEVEL CITY CAMPUS UNION 

☆ Six Flags* 
Holding Auditions for the Premier Parks Family 

Casting for the 1999 Season 

Wednesday, November 18,1998 Registration & Auditions 

University of Nebraska 1:00p.m to 5:00p.m. 
Culture Center Call Back Auditions 

Upper Multi-Purpose Room Immediately following 

General Information 
> All persons auiditionihg should provide a head shot photograph and 

resume. 
> Dancers Prepare a (I) one minute dance combination. You may be 

asked to sing. 
> Singers Prepare (4) four selections that display versatility. Provide 

sheet music in your key or track tape without vocals! Singers may be 
asked to dance. Accompanist provided. 

> Actors Prepare a (1) one minute monologue. You may be asked to sing. 
Additional Information 
> You must be at least 16 years of age to audition. Rehearsals begin 

between February and June 1999. Employment runs February through 
September depending on production. Employment extensions for special 
holiday shows may be available. 

> Technical and Wardrobe interviews will be held at the audition 
> Resume Required 
> Casting Opportunities at Premier Parks throughout the country are 

available 
For More Information Contact: (210) 697-Live (5483) 

SIX FLAGS: TM A 01998 Six Wifi TVw Prfrl lac. 

Six Flags is an equal opportunity employer 


