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Kansas STATE COLLEGIAN
KSU’S MICHAEL BISHOP
pushes off University of
Kansas strong safety
" Michael Allen during
the fourth quarter at
KU’s Memorial Stadium.

Bishop gained 95 yards | -
rushing and two touch- |

downs and 225 yards
passing, including one
touchdown.

Bishop propels Cats to elite status

By Davip WiLsoN
Senior staff writer

MANHATTAN, Kan. - It was sometime late in the sum-
mer of 1997 when Kansas State Coach Bill Snyder realized
he'd have a good team in 1998,

The key ingredient was a junior college transfer quarter-
back named Michael Bishop.

“We made a decision whether or not we'd redshirt
Michael Bishop or not.” Snyder said. “That was probably the
defining factor - not necessarily for a national champi-
onship, but that we had a chance to be a pretty good football
team this year.”

So far, so good.

The second-ranked Wildcats enter Saturday’s matchup
with No. 11 Nebraska with an undefeated season on the line.
KSU hasn’t defeated the Cornhuskers since 1968.

Even Bishop — a guy who doesn’t really know how to
lose at the collegiate level — failed in his first attempt to beat
the Huskers. As a starter at Blinn (Texas) Community
College and in two seasons at Kansas State, Bishop is 44-1 as
a starter.

“This guy hates to lose,” KSU senior kicker Martin
Gramatica said. It makes everybody feel the same.”

But Bishop’s one loss, receiver Darnell McDonald said.
was a turning point for the 6-foot-1. 205-pound signal caller.

Bishop. who completed eight of 24 passes against NU
last Oct. 4. called his teammates “quitters” following the 56-
26 loss.

“After that game, he realized he needed to step up and be
our leader,” McDonald said.

Snyder. on the other hand, felt it would be best to keep
Bishop away from the media after the loss.

A similar restraint was placed by Snyder after an incident
prior to this season’s Colorado game. Bishop relayed a quote
to the media from running back Frank Murphy. who was
returning from a suspension. Evidently, Snyder didn't
approve.

But being kept from the press hasn’t kept Bishop, a
Heisman Trophy candidate. from leading Kansas State emo-
tionally this season on and off the field.

"I feel if he is pumped up and ready to win, we all should
be.” McDonald said. "It makes us play a lot better.”

This season, Bishop ranks sixth in the nation in pass effi-
ciency with 164.3 rating points, while leading an offense that
averages 477 total yards per game.

He has completed 113 of 208 passes, and thrown just one
interception and tossed 18 touchdowns.

“He can not only pass the ball. He can also beat you with
the run.” NU linebacker Jay Foreman said. “He's definitely a
great player. He's the kind of guy the team

KSU Coach Snyder says decision to play transfer key to team’s success in 1998

can do is just stay relaxed.”

M Saturday will mark the last time 25 Kansas State
seniors will plav a game at Wagner Field. The seniors will be
honored in a pre-game ceremony that will take approximate-
ly 42 minutes, Snyder said.

“I'm a man, and I'm sure I'll shed a few tears,” said
Jeremy Martin, a 6-foot-4. 305-pound offensive lineman.
“But as far as team objectives, you can’t let emotions overrun
a game.”
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