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JOE KING (far right) of the Queers returned to his life as a punk rock sardonist after regrouping on his father’s
fishing boat last year. He now commands the helm of a reborn Queers, which is composed of members of fellow

tour mates, The Jon Cougar Concentration Camp.

The Queers seek change
Group heads for the road with a new band, CD

By JasoN HArDY

Senior staff writer

A little more than a year ago Joe King made some
lifestyle changes.

After almost 15 years of playing punk rock, King,
known to the world as Joe Queer, frontman for the
Queers, put music on the back burner and set sail toward
a new occupation.

"My dad called and said my brother needed someone
to help on his fishing boat,” King explained. “So there |
was, working on the Carol Ann in the North Atlantic in
late October.”

Gone were the late nights of playing poppy-punk bal-
lads and anthems in smoky clubs around the world. In
their place were early mornings of backbreaking labor
and fish guts, his only comfort being the ballad of the
lapping sea.

King’s new direction was prompted after the Queers’
original lineup disbanded. The group’s most widely
known and successful incarnation, featuring Hugh
O’Neill on drums and B-Face on bass, fell apart after the
1996 release of their critically acclaimed album, “Don’t
Back Down.” After a brief tour O'Neill was diagnosed

- with an inoperable brain tumor and B-Face joined the

Groovie Ghoulies.

Nowadays King is back on the mainland with a new
lineup and a new album and has traded his slickers for a
pair of Converse.

The Queers, currently made up of members from the
Jon Cougar Concentration Camp. has teamed up with
long-time friends and punk legends the Mr. T Experience
for a nationwide tour. The show stops in Lincoln tonight
for an all-ages gig at Knickerbockers and includes open-
ing acts the Parasites and the Jon Cougar Concentration
(_‘amp - yes, they do a cover of “Small Town."

Concert Preview

In a phone interview from his home in New
Hampshire. King talked about his ocean-inspired return
to the world of punk rock and the new pseudo-super tour.

During his stint in the fishing industry King again
developed a desire to make music and, after recruiting
the members of the Jon Cougar Concentration Camp, he
ventured back into the studio to record the Queers’ latest
full-length release, “Punk Rock Confidential.”

Initially King was worried about maintaining the
classic Queers sound with new members, but after hear-
ing the recording his confidence returned.

“I knew the band was good, and | knew we sounded
like the Queers,” King said. “Plus it was really fun play-
ing with new guys.”

King said the 15 songs on “Punk Rock Confidential,”
which was released last month, may be some of his most
honest work yet, much of which is due to the time he
spent on the Carol Ann, where King still works when not
touring.

“I don’t listen to what’s going on. I'm living in a bub-
ble out here,” King said. “It gives you a musical inno-
cence. That's why I like working on a boat. because it has
nothing to do with music. It kind of keeps you grounded,
plus it’s healthy, hard work. The tough punk rockers with
mohawks and jackets couldn’t do this shit.”

Despite decades worth of punk rock recording and
touring experience, it wasn't until this year that King and
his old pal Dr. Frank, the brains behind MTX. decided to
pool their punk rock potency for an extended American
tour together,

King said the merger with MTX seemed like an obvi-
ous move for the Queers’ new tour,

“Basically I just wanted to have some close friends to
play with,” King said. “Also, there are kids who
won't necessarily come out for just a Queers show
or just an MTX show. but thev’'ll come out for a
show with the Queers and MTX.”

_ In a phone interview from Champaign. 111,
Dr. Frank said he had always wanted 1o offer fans
a stacked bill like this tour’s lineup.
: “It usually doesn’t happen with our tvpes of
bands,” he said. “'It’s cool that we've been able to
finance this one because there are some kids
who've been waiting for this bill all their lives and
to a certain type of person this show is a dream
come true, and that’s who we’re doing this for.”

Despite the incredibly vast amount of songs
the Queers and MTX have recorded over the
vears, King and Dr. Frank both plan on appeasing
fans by granting the inevitable requests for classic
tunes — maybe even a Ramones cover.

“We try to do some songs from every era,” Dr.
Frank said. “We used to do our set and then play
requests, but on this tour there isn’t much time, so
basically the request part has kind of moved to the
main set. People come up and ask me to play a
song and [ write it on my hand with a marker. But
it kind of depends on if we remember it or not.”

Memory failure aside, Dr. Frank said the
show would run the gamut of quality punk rock
sounds.

COURTESY PHOTO  haven’t made much sense,”

POP-PUNK INSTITUTION the Mr. T Experience comes to

Knickerbockers tonight armed with a slew of satirical love
sungs. Dr. Frank (bettom) is longtime friends with Joe King

cf headlining act the Queers.

“We've done a lot of tours where the bills
Dr. Frank said. “It's
pretty cool to have a lineup that’s like bang, bang,
bang with bands that all sound well together.”

Tonight’s"all-ages show starts at 6 p.m. Call
(402) 476-6865 for more information.

Academic Expressions

RW:: make house calls - Free estimates - Mac or PC

(402) 628-2221 Résumeés, curriculum vitae written

(lv. msg. & we'll call & printed while you watch. Term

back hippity-hop!) papers, theses, dissertations edited,
Hours 8 a.m. to 10 pm. formatted & laser printed. Your choice
(402) 628-2222 fax of MLA, APA, AP or Chicago styles.
gnclad@navix.net Low rates, thh quality, fast work.

We are nora “typing” servicel

The Office of Graduate Stlld.lBB is offering three seminars in the spring
semester. Register for one of the following courses to enhance your
educational experience.

*901. Professional Ethies (1 cr)
Dr. Helen Moore, instructor
Thursday, 4 p.m. - 4:50 p.m., CBA 20, Call Number 8629

*802. Grant Writing and Grant Management (1 cr)
Dr. David Stanley, instructor
Wednesday, 6 p.m. - 6:50 p.m., 214 Plant Industry, Call Number 8630

*903. Professional Development Seminar (1 cr)
Dr. Suzanne Ortega, instructor
Tuesday, 3:30 p.m. - 4:20 p.m., CBA 362, Call Number 8631

N For more information, contact the Office of Graduate Studies at (402) 472-2875.
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CIRCUIT CITY IS NOW HIRING!

Circult City Stores, Inc. is the nation’s largest retailer of brand-name consumer
electronics and major appliances and a leading retailer of personal computers and music

software. We are set to provide you with one of the most challenging and rewarding
experiences of your life! With Circuit City, you can jump-start your career or supplement
your existing lifestyle. All associates are eligible to take advantage of our terrific associate
merchandise discount and tuifion assistance, and fulHime associates are eligible for our
comprehensive benefits package. Hiring is under way for the following positions:

Sdles Counselors

No high pressure tactics, just a devotion to satisfying customer needs-+hat's the key to our success
and yours! Retail experience is o plus--but not required. Ambition, energy, and goed people skills
are necessary

Our full-time issioned Sales C lors, with at least one year of service,
typically earn 23 - 33K. Top performers can eam significantly more!

Customer Service Assodates
CD Music Spedialists
Wurehouse Assocdiates

For conswlerahon please apply
in person at:

LINCOLN- 6140 O ST.
OMAHA - 885 S. 72nd ST.
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The Caffina Cafe |
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Opening
Celebration

Nov. 9-13
Check

out our
specials.

Located

next to the

TV lounge

of the Nebraska
Union.

Open Mon.Fri.7am-7pm
% We accept UNL Express cards.<




