Israelz, settler murdered in dwzded town '

HEBRON, West Bank (AP) — The
body of the young Israeli settler lay
sprawled in a pool of blood on the dusty
street, oncfoqtol&donlyma sock.
Angry Jewish settlers and grim-faced
Israeli soldiers milled about nearby.
Monday's execution-style killing in
the divided town of Hebron was the
first'slaying of an Israéli in the West
Bank since the signing of the new land-
for-security agreement. And it also
marked a key first test of the accord. .
Hard-line Jewish settlers, who say

ceding more West Bank land to the
Palestinians

endangers theif very exis-
tence, reacted with fury, staging a noisy
demonstration Monday night outside

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's

residence.

Chillingly, the Hebron killing also
might have led to tit-for-tat reprisal:
Hours later, a Palestinian olive farmer
wasfomnidmdmdermysmmcn'-
cumstances in the northern West Bank.

Netanyahu condemned the killing
of 29-year-old settler Danny Vargas and
said it showed the need for an all-out
war on terror by Yasser Arafat’s
Palestinian Authority. Under the accord
signed Jast week at the White House,
Palestinian police are to actively hunt
Islamic militants who stage attacks on
Israelis. .

In this case, early signs were that
ﬂ!ﬁ&mmwdm-
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PRISTINA, Yugoslavia (AP) - In
convoys of rumbling tanks and trucks,
Yugoslav troops and Serb police
vacated some heavily fortified posi-
tions in Kosovo on Monday, the eve of
a NATO deadline to comply with a
peace agreement or face punishing
airstrikes

The withdrawal was President
Slobodan Milosevic’s eleventh-hour
attempt to convince NATO he was ful-
filling the agreement he reached two
weeks ago with U.S. efivoy Richard
Holbrooke to defuse the eight-month
Kosovo conflict.

Throughout the day, lines of green
army tanks, artillery trucks and blue
police in armored vehicles were seen
moving toward military and police
barracks in Pristina, the provincial
capital, and other cities,

In the Drenica region, 18 miles
west of Pristina, a steady drizzle filled
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Seventeen months of no security
relationship between us and the Israelis

_is not an easy. thmg
MoHAMMED DABLAN

Paleahnmnseamtym

Gunmen pumped at least three i

shots into Vargas, a security guard, leav- i

ing his bleeding body in an Israeli-con-
trolled neighborhood not far from the
Jewish settlement of Kiryat Arba,
where he lived and the power station
where he worked.

Both Israeli and Palestinian fomm
launched an immediate manhunt.
Palestinian police found Vargas’ white
Mitsubishi abandoned in an arid field,
its passenger seat soaked with blood
and the dead man’s missing sneaker
inside.

The car was in a Palestinian-run
area, where Israeli troops are not
allowed to go under existing agree-
ments. But Palestinian officials quickly
escorted them to the scene,

Together, a knot of officials from
both sides — Israeli police officers,
plainclothes agents, Palestinian intelli-

_gence oﬁ‘lce.ts‘, Israeli soldiers — &
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Troops vacate Kosovo posté |
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freshly gouged tracks made by tanks
withdrawing from roadside positions
they assumed Oct. 18.

Several police checkpoints were
vacant, including one in Malisevo —
the last front line in fighting that virtu-
ally halted last month. All that
mamodwasamaed‘mgoshvﬂng
hung over a pile of bricks.

At another checkpoint in
Dragobilje, which was occupied by
heavily armed police a few days earli-
er, a uniforméd ethnic Albanian guer-
nllaswodholdmgmmmmancnﬂe

The guerrilla, who refused to give
his name, said he and other separatist
fighters were checking to see if it was
safe for civilians to come back because
there was a minefield in the area.

Police remained at a few check-
points in the area as dusk settled, and
there was no indication that anyone

had returned to the heavily damaged
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counterparts.

Mohammed Dahlan, head of
Palestinian preventive security in the
Gaza Strip, acknowledged it would
take time for the two sides to re-estab-
lish the kind ofworhngparmmh:p
envisioned under the accord,

“Seventeen months of no security
relationship between us and the Israelis
is not an easy thing,” he told the
Palestinian al-Ayyam.
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villages nearby.

Ethnic Albanians, who fled during
the Serb offensive that began Feb. 28,
say they’ll only come home once all
police and soldiers have left. The
return of an estimated 300,000
refugees, including up to 10 000
believed living in the woods, is a key
provision of the Holbrooke-Milosevic
plan.

In Washington, White House
spokesman Joe Lockhart said
appeared to be “a lot of movement,”
but that President Clinton would wait
done enough to satisfy Western
demands.

NATO sources in Brussels, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity, said the
NATO ambassadors would probably
wait until shortly before today’s dead-
line before declaring whether
Miloseyic met the conditions.

B Gays and lesbians
protest a Louisiana statute
against oral and anal sex.

NEW ORLEANS (AP) - Gay men
and lesbians who must break a state
law to have sex went to court Monday

to overturn Louisiana’s sodomy law, -

saying it is unconstitutional and legit-
imizes hatred of homosexuals.

At the start of a long-awaited civil
trial clmilengmg the law, a lswyer
clmndstab

pluck residents off

2 _-::%; .-'maiﬂiﬁbbmmhndshh:hym
| the faceof the most powerful hurri-
cane in a decade to threaten Central i

America.

Hurricane Mitch became a
Category 5 hurricane — the slmugwt
category there is —on
mndsofl&ﬂmph.&&pﬁ. EST,
Mitch’s center was 35 miles south-
east of Honduras’ Swén Island and
was moving west-northwest at 8

Hurm:ane M‘itah _posed no
immediate threat to: the United
States, The storm wastexpected to
remain in the northwest C
for the next five days; the

said.
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“We're mdyﬁ:r mﬂl-
tion occurs,” said Vice President
: Bllly Handal “I uhﬁﬁmhc

dispute B

treaty that seftles ip of ashce
of Amazon jungle the nexghbonng
countries fought two wars to control.

The presidents and min-
isters of both countries signed the
accord at a ceremony in Brazil's cap-
ital, where most of the peace talks

_took place.

The United States, Brazil,
Argentina and Chile brokered the
treaty, which del the border in
a 48-mile section of the Andean
foothills. Peru and Ecuador both
claimed the area, which was left
undefined after a 1941 border war.
The two countries fought over the
strip of land in 1981 and 1995.

The peace treaty draws the bor-
der .along the heights of the
Cordillera del Condor mountain
range, as Peru wanted.

But it grants a hill within
Peruvian territory to Ecuador’s gov-
ernment.

falls to 9.6 percent
.- WASHINGTON (AP) — The
default rate on student loans fell into
single digits for the first time, the
Education Department r:grted
Monday citing an agency and con-
gressional crackdown

as well as an

The to 2 9.6 percent default
ralcfurfc'::lyurlD%Wthemﬂl
annual decline since rates peaked at
with 22.4 percentin 1990. - :

Congress passed legislation in
l990md1992bau:kdownonbm-
rowers and trade schools such as
beauty colleges n_nd truck-driving
schools that more job train-
ing than they delivered. And the

cmmtrybbgmhpli_uofuwes-

lntemet soﬁware with America

Online and Corp.

AOL, the nation’s largest Internet
provider with about 13 mijllion cus-
tomers, chose in early 1996 to distrib-
ute Microsoft’s browser rather than
Netscape’s because it was technically
superior, said Microsoft lawyer John
Warden.

But James Barksdale, chief exec-
utive officer for Netscape
Communications Corp. and the gov-
ernment’s most important witness,
said Microsoft won the important
contract because it to include
AOL’s own software as part of its
Windows 95 operating system, used
by tens of millions of people:

The government alleges that
Microsoft illegally sought to leverage
its monopoly power as the maker of
Windows to extend its reach into new
markets, such as for Internet soft-
ware. :

Louisiana L egislature
sure of bigotry,” Rawls said.

“This law is maintained by the
m&uﬂ—

Louisiana is one of 13 states that

m:mmfﬁﬂm
place behind closed doors in a home.

Law said to target homosexuals

The law has not been enforced
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nationwide boycott of Louisiana by
£ay groups. :

The injunction will no longer be
valid if Civil Judge Carolyn Gill-
Jefferson fmdshﬂlchwum




