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Depth, Nepo

1998

key to NU’s
path to title

We may just see Nebraska win
the national championship after all

No. not the football team. They re
a vear awav. I'm talking about the

»vball team.

Now it's very premature 1o say
that the No. 3 ('urnhml\cr\' will win
the national title. T hings go wrang

from time to time. .

However. barring a disaster like a
SCE[SL}I]-CI]dIIlE{ mnjury o senior setter
Fiona Nepo. we just might see the
Huskers win their second title in four
vears

All the signs are there for, at the
minimum. a trip to Madison. Wis .
for the Final Four

NU (15-0 overall and 6-0 1n the
Big 12) has blown through its match-
es. dropping onlv one game
(Stanford on Sept. 3) along the way

While the Big Red has stomped
on the f the Big 1201t has
defeated five ranked teams. includ-
ing two-time defending champion.
No, 7 Stanford

This weekend will prove to be
NLUs first conterence test with No
13 Texas and No. |5 Texas A&M
coming to the NU Coliseum where
the Huskers have won 33 consecutinve
matches

SOITY, Colorado. but vou won't
be plaving Nebraska at the Bob
Devaneyv Sports Center anvtime
S00n

As ateam. Coach Terry Pettit
says he has never had quite the num-
ber of weapons at his disposal as he
does this vear

doesn’t have an Allison
Weston, a Lisa Reitsma or anybody
else who averages five kills a game.
but what 1t does have is a corps of
plavers who all have and know their
roles on the court.

Oklahoma Coach Miles Pabst
calls Nepo the heart and soul of the
team. She 1s that, along with the
bread and butter.

She runs the show on the court. a
show that features a tremendous sup-
porting cast.

Middle blocker Megan Korver
leads the nation in hitting percentage
at 470, while the team is hitting .348,
good enough for second in the
nation.

While Pettit says the defense has-
n’t been up to snuff so far, the
Huskers are the second best blocking
team in the nation, averaging four
blocks a game.

Plus, with the return of Mandy
Monson and Jaime Krondak to the
back row, this team might be the most
complete team in the nation.

This is all without mention of
several young outside hitters who are
mostly sophomores.

To paraphrase Pettit’s favorite
phrase when addressing the media. |
say to him. “Terry, | “sense” a trip to
the Final Four.”

Strnad is a senior broadcasting
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Haafke: A&M game hittersweet

By Davip WiLsSON

Sentor staff writer

A ]Jll!:_ miscommunication
almost ruined a career dav for
Nebraska senmior walk-on Billy

Haafke.
But the poise
he has shown

throughout his
five-vear career
with the Corn-
huskers didn"
die Saturdav.
The 5-foot-
11. 190-pound
Brown split end was the
intended receiver when quarterback
Bobby Newcombe threw an inter-
ception that ended Nebraska's final
drive of the game. One minute and

be fatal as NU lost 1o Texas A&M

Bl ~ 1[

Haafke was running the plav that
most of the perimeter plavers were
running: unfortunately, Newcombe
wasn’t on the same page

The mix-up came somewhere
between the coaches signaling the
play to Newcombe and Newcombe
signaling 1t to the plavers.

And though Haafke had caught a

o

career-high three passes for 23

vards, he was on the receiving end of

criticism from ABC game analyst
Gary Dantelson while Newcombe
velled at him on the sideline
Receivers Coach Ron Brown
was the first to attempt to calm
Newcombe as a national television
audience watched
You have miscommunication
on a lot of things during a game.”

B://_ v Haafke ran the right route. The TV
people got on him quite a bit. They don 't
understand the context of what we re doing.
Billy should not be blamed for that.’

RoN BROWN
NU receivers coach

on that play. the plavers weren’t all
on the same page.

“Billy Haatke ran the right route.
The TV people got on him quite a
bit. They don’t understand the con-
text of what we're doing. Billy
should not be blamed for that.”

Newcombe didn’t want to dis-
cuss the miscommunication issue

Tuesday. but said he was pleased
with Haafke’s efforts filling in for an
injured Kenny Cheatham.

Haafke didn’t see his playing
time increase significantly against
the Aggies, but he was used more as
a receiver than as a hlocker Pt‘mr to

Please see HAAFKE on 11

and political science major and a
Daily Nebraskan staff writer.

nine seconds later. the play proved to

Brown said. It just so happened that

McWilliams enjoys role as understudy

B Playing behind setter Fiona
Nepo, the sophomore is waiting her
turn but is ready if needed.

BY JOHN GASKINS
Staff reporter

After the Nebraska women's volleyball me—
tice, sophomore setter Jill McWilliams was on her
wayv to the locker room when she was lured by
Assistant Sports Information Director Aaron
Babcock to stick around for an interview

MeWilhams rolled her eves in disbelief. It was
hard for her to believe she deserved the spotlight.

But she better be prepared for it

As backup to All-America candidate and senior
setter Fiona Nepo. McWilliams holds the distin-
cutshed role of understuds

Nepo has recenved high praise for not only set-
ting the school’s all-time set-assist record. but for
her no-inills enthusiasm and leadership

“(As the setter) vou've got to be the leader on
the court like on the quarterback of the football
team.” McWilhams said. “You've got to call the
plays and basically run the show out there”

As the 1996 lowa high school co-player of the
vear. McWilliams ran the show quite well for
Grandview Park Baptist High School, leading it to
a Class 1-A state runner-up finish

For the last two years at Nebraska, however, she
has watched Nepo take charge. McWilliams said
she could have started as a freshman for other Big
12 schools that recruited her.

But she said she was quite willing to give that
up to be a part of the powerhouse tradition at
Nebraska.

“When I'm going to spend every day putting
this much time into volleyball. | figure I might
want to play for one of the best teams in the nation,”
McWilliams said.

The main transition has been going from starter
to backup and having the pressure of being the heir
apparent to one of NU'’s best players ever.

Nepo should know what that feels like. As a
freshman in 1995, she played backup to All-
America setter Christy Johnson, who led the
Cornhuskers to the national title that year.

“One of the things you get as a setter when you
first come here is having the pressure (of answer-
ing), 'Oh, yeah, is she going to be able to fill (the
current player’s) shoes?"” Nepo said. “But you just
take it a day at a time”

Part of the pressure is being prepared to take
over the team at any given point in a game or sea-
son.

“My role is to show in practice that people can
count on me, that if something happens to Fiona,
they know I'm able to step in and take over for
Fiona and run things,” McWilliams said.

“I'm just trying to give my teammates confi-
dence”

Judging by Nepo's assessment of her backup.
McWilliams has earned that confidence

“1f I sprained my ankle and she came in the
game, | wouldn’t be worried. and | don’t think any
of the other players on the team would be worried.
erther.”” Nepo said.

At certain times in the season, McWilliams
may also be called on to run the 6-2 offense, a for-
mation that would utilize two setters. Such a setup
would give Nepo a chance to attack as a hitter.

“Our team 1s 5o strong right now, | have no
problem in calling upon Jill McWilhiams to come
in .md run the 6-2 so Fiona can be used as an attack-

" Head Coach Terry Pettit said.

Pettit said he also would have the confidence in
MceWilliams 1o step up and run the offense if Nepo

Mart MILLER/DN
ALTHOUGH SOPHOMORE SETTER JILL MCWILLIAMS backs up All-American Fiona Nepo this season,

she said she is ready to step in and play.

were suddenly taken out of action.

*Nothing would change,” Pettit said. “Wed run
the same offense. use the same game plan. I think
Jill would be ready.”

Which s exactly why McWilliams is here in the
first place,

“Oh. veah. that'd be awesome.” McWilliams
said. [ don't want anvthing to happen to Fiona, but
| teel like I'm ready to go and (take over).

“That’s what I've been waiting for™



