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Lineup chan az,cal for Baby Jason |

BY SARAH BAKER
Seniorstaﬁwritgr

“Baby Jason” Davis believes that
everything-happens for a reason.

Including the breakup of his blues trio,
Baby Jasonand the Spankers.

Luckily for the band’s adamant follow-
ing, Davis also believes in magic.

And “magic,” according to Davis, is
exactly what happened when the new, and
maybe even improved, lineup of Spankers
met for the very first time.

“The first time we practiced, it was
painfully obvious that I had made the right
lineup choice,” Davis sand “Blgger and
better things are coming.”

The original band plays its final show
as a trio to %at the Zoo Bar,
436 N. N’l * Saturday night the
S‘pankcrstakcﬂ:eZoostageyet agaih, but’
this time as’a néwborn quartet. '

Davis said the search for the new line-
up wasn’t as easy as he thought it would
be. He searched for musicians he clicked
with musically and psychologically, rather
than the most technically skilled or talent-

Aithough the process was frustrating
at times, Davis believes it was worth the
seaz‘t;handthatlhenewbmdissdmething

“We are really into a groove,” he said.
“We have a great connection. A lot of tech-
nical bands do wild stuff but it’s totally
dry. It’s like cereal with no milk.”

The new lineup consists of Brian
“Pickle” Gerkensmeyer, former bassist
for Lincoln’s Ripple Effect, Max
Thomoson on guitar and 18-year-old
Ryland Steen on drums.

The new band plans to start where the
old one left off, and, according to Davis,
there will be nowhere to go but up.

Steen said he was looking forward to
being able to play with his new band-
mates.

“I’'m really excited,” Steen said. “It’s

'something I’ve been working for and I've

always wanted to do it, and it finally hap-

The former trio has played at venues
across the United States, and last year
played over 180 shows.

“We aren’t just a local band,” Davis

said. “You would be surprised at how

many people don’t realize that.”

Even though he’s starting anew, Davis |

said he never really considered changing
the band’s name.

“Every time I started a new band, I was
back at square one. I am tired of starting
over,” he said. “It’s me and my band and I
have worked too hard to get the band’s
name recognized to change it.”

The band’s former lineup — drummer
Danny Lee Irvin and bassist Jeremy
“Warhead” Woerner — decided to give up
the rock 'n’ roll lifestyle to pursue other
career paths.

Irvin plans to seek full-time employ-

ment while Woerner hopes to enroll in

school.
Irvin and Woerner were the third
rhythm section to play with the Spankers,

.and Davis said they had played with him -

the longest, and the musicians accom-

plished a lot while they were together.
Unfortunately, the wear and tear the

musicians suffered on the road proved to

Please see SPANKERS on 13
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