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Various artists
“Kicking A Dead Pig”
Jetset Records
Grade: A

The words “verse-chorus-

Mogwai doesn’t have much use for
words at all. _

That’s what happens when no
one in the band wants to sing.

It’s easy to see why the Scottish
instrumental quintet has drawn com-
parisons to noise-rock geniuses My
Bloody Valentine and Sonic Youth as
well as aural landscapers like
Tortoise and Brian Eno.

“Young Team” starts with two-

the see-saw pace for the whole
record. 3

While the album changes gears
every few minutes between subtle
effects and overdriven sonic muck, it
doesn’t follow any discernible pat-

tern, all for the better.

Incredibly obscure titles such as
“Yes! I am a long way from home”
and “R U still in 2 it” don’t offer any
focus either, but that’s the point. It’s
the sound that s important, not the
concept.

And what sound it is, too. From
the wailing moans of bass lines to
the lingering squelch of guitar, this
is not your parents’ rock 'n’roll,

Mogwai takes noise-pop up a

verse” notch and sets the standards for a lot
mean nothing to Mogwai. In fact,

of bands to follow in their wake.

While “Young Team” is a great
record, the double-CD set of remix-
es, called “Kicking a Dead Pig,” is
still better.

The first disc comprises a major-
ity of tracks from “Young Team” re-
mixed by all sorts of people, includ-
ing Third Eye Foundation, D.J. Q,
Max Tundra, Alec The Empire and
Arab Strap. While the original tracks
are somewhat familiar, for the most

par't,. this is a whole new album of
Easily.the most stand-out track

of the first disc is Alec The Empire’s -

re-mix of “Like Herrod,” which
_could be the soundtrack for a UFO
“abduction. Seven second bursts of
energy split among 20- to 30-second
stretches of calmness before the
song hits a steady frenzied pace.

The second disc, which becomes
a veritable battle of the bands, con-
sists entirely of remixes of the last
track on “Young Team,” “Mogwai
Fear Satan.” Here, even bigger
names in music prove they can push
the boundaries even further.

While Mogwai takes a crack at it
itself, the other three remixes far
overshadow that band’s. M-ziq’s
attempt is strong, but the Surgeon’s
mix is the best of the three mixes that
fall under 10 minutes.

The final mix, clocking in at
almost 17 minutes, is from the near-
mythical My Bloody Valentine
frontman, Kevin Shields. This track
alone is reason enough to buy the
disc.

It’s a sprawling epic of aural gris-
tle, and while it isn’t as mind-blow-
ing as his remix of Primal Scream’s
“If They Move, Kill ‘em,” it’s still an
essential addition for anyone inter-
ested in noise-pop, as well as
“Young Team.”

— Cliff Hicks

Megaplex to show only mainstream films

Unwritten Law
“Unwritten Law”
Interscope Records
Grade: B+

Rocket from the Crypt
“RFTC”

Interscope Records
Grade: B-

Unwritten Law was actually
signed to Sony while making this
album but was dropped during
recording. After finishing it up on
their own, the band presented it to
Interscope and landed themselves a
new deal. )

Switching labels ended up
being a blessing for Unwritten
Law. Interscope has publicized
them better; and the band now is a
regular contributor to MTV’s 120
Minutes.

The band has also returned to
the Vans Warped Tour. At the
Lawrence, Kan., show July 19,
Unwritten Law drew one of the

~ “Holiday,” the standard positive-

_ and an occasional

"-ﬁdeo'.
is for

The latest single s
from “Unwritten Law”

message track that avoids being
cheesy with very addictive guitar
tempo change.

The real star of Unwritten Law
undoubtedly is vocalist Scott
Russo. His quality, sing-along
lyrics accompanied by the band’s
strong rhythm section make this a
great act to listen to and see live.

Unwritten Law’s labelmate,
Rocket from the Crypt, is a
straight-forward rock ‘n’ roll act
that adds a trumpeter and saxo-
phonist to the usual rock nugget
mix. The band’s latest release, the
13-song “RFTC,” is the band’s way
of proving just how much the mem-
bers are Elvis people.

The band is centered on gui-
tarist N.D. with the horn players
taking a back seat. This rock-n-
horns sound is very colorful, while
complementing vocalist Speedo.

Speedo’s voice is very similar
to the Pietasters’ Stephan Jackson.
Scratchy and lively, the vocal grav-
el suits the Rocket from the Crypt
sound well.

The band performed several
cuts from “RFTC” at Memorial
Day’s Rockfest at the Westfair
Amphitheatre. The most notable-of
these songs was “Break It Up,”
which featured surprisingly good

crowd participation by people who

biggest crowds at the event while thused Creed.
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