
Dixon ready for NU I 
QB going to take ‘one play at a time} 

ByAdamKunker 
Staff writer 

When Alahanm-Biminigham rolls 
into Lincoln on Saturday, there will be 
more than a few things on Daniel 

y Dixonbmind. 
Dixon, a 6-foot-3, 195-pound 

sophomore, will start for the Blazers at 
quarterback and punter. 

He said besides the Comhusker 
team itself, the Memorial Stadium 
crowd and the history behind 
Nebraska football may prove to be 
obstacles for UAB. 

“It will be enjoyable to go to a 

place with the tradition and fans like 
Nebraska,” Dixon said. “We just can’t 
let that overcome us.” 

As the Husker defense comes off 
what some have called a disappointing 
showing Saturday against Louisiana 
Tech, Dixon said he is unconcerned 
about what has happened in the past 

“With a team like Nebraska you 
know they’re going to come back,” 
Dixon said. “We can't really let that 
(Louisiana Tech game) affect us or our 

preparation.” 
A big part of that readiness, Dixon 

said, will be focusing on the mental 

game. 
“Nebraska is a very physical, very 

disciplined team,” he said. “A lot of 
teams are beat before they even start 
the game.” 

To combat that mentality, Dixon 
said the team has been concentrating 
on visualization outside of practice and 
maintaining a confident attitude while 
on die field. 

This will be the Blazers’first game 
of their third season in Division I-A 
football their program’s eighth sea- 
son of NCAA competition on4he 
whole. 

In 1991, as a Division III team, 
UAB beat Hastings College 9-7 at 
Legion Field in Birmingham. 

The Blazers finished 5-6 last year 
in a schedule that included Kansas, 
Arizona and then-No. 22 Virginia 
Tech, all games UAB lost. They also 
fell 32-29 to Louisiana Tech. 

This year, in addition to playing the 
Huskers on the road, the Blazers also 
will take on lOth-ranked Tennessee on 
Nov. 7 in Knoxville. 

With NU, Dixon said it will be 
important for UAB to keep focused on 
the task af hand. 

“We’re going to take it to them one 

play at a time,” he said. 

Blazers’ linebacker looks 
forward to facing Huskers 

By Andrew Strnad 
Staff writer 

Saturday won't come soon enough 
for Alabama-Birmingham linebacker 
Brian Smith. 

The (nfoot-3, 
252-pound junior 
has spent count- 
less hours along 
with his Blazer 
teammates watch- 
ing Nebraska 
videotape from the 
1997 season in 
preparation for 
Saturday’s game 
against the 
Conmuskers at 

Memorial Stadium. 
“We watch it every day, man.” 

Smith said. “I’d say we spend two to 
three hours a day studying all of their 
formations and their personnel.” 

Smith and his teammates have been 
focusing on this game since eariy sum- 
mer and plan on making the most of 
their opportunity. 

The Blazers woe 5-6 a year ago in 
only their second year of Division I-A 
comnetitinn 

This year UAB has another tough 
schedule with road games against NU, 
Tennessee and Louisiana Tech as well 
as a home game with Virginia Tech. 

For Smith, this yearh opener against 
die Huskers is the game of the year as 
die Independent Blazers don’t have a 
natural rival. 

“This is sort of a dream game,” 
Smith said. “We’re going to be excited, 
and I think itb going toMbe exciting for 
Nebraska, too, because they don’t quite 
know who they’te feeing with UAB.” 

Smith called the game one of the 
biggest in die eight-year history ofUAB 
football but understands the dangers of 
becoming encompassed by die atmos- 
phere at Memorial Stadium. 

While Smith plans to enjoy the 
ambiance ofthe game, the UAB single- 
season tackle record holder knows die 
game on the fidd will require undivided 
Stenlinn 

“You can approach die game two 
ways," Smith snd. “One way is to come 
with your eyes wide open and get sur- 

prised or come in diere and know what 
the situation is bid still stay focused." 

Once on the field UAB will use its 
4-3 driense to slew the Huskers’option 

During practice die Blazers are sim- 

ulating the option game by using some 
of their fastest players as scout team 
quarterbacks. 

Smith, who had 114 tackles a year 
ago, said heb well aware of teams in the 
past that have fallen victim to lack of 
preparation for the (taskers’ option 
game. 

“We expect the pace of the game to 
be much faster than our practice simula- 
tions of die option,” Smith said. “We 
realize that. We've got to key on the 
linemen, because the linemen will take 
you to the ball.” 

As a unit, the Blazers return 17 
starters, including a solid corps from the 
defense. 

That defense allowed 352 yards a 

game last year, with an average of 179 
coming on the ground. 

With this being UAB’s first game 
the defense will be fresh, but Smith is 
concerned since the Huskers have 
already taken their first hits in a 56-27 
win over Louisiana Tech on Saturday. 

“They will be more comfortable 
because they have a game under their 
belt,” Smith said. “But we are going to 
have to be ready for them.” 
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WIN A TREK MOUNTAIN BIKE. 
Come down Aug 31 - Sept 4 

Present your student ID to get a 
chance in our drawing for a 

Trek Mountain Bike! 

ALL 98 MODELS ON SALE 
r 

itirjMgiiZgmr# * A 

CYCLEj¥%n[K5 y 
swum 

\ <4KL€iN® 
•» -i •' v- k- „• 

o 

OFF-CAMPUS RESIDENTS: Now you can enjoy the convenience of Continuous Redial and Last Calf Return without having to subscribe to these 

services on a monthly basis. Simply activate the service with the access codes above. With each use. you wid be billed 75*. with a maximum of 

$6 per month, per service. For dialing instructions, consult your Aliant Communications Phone Book. 
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