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Russian agreement falls through

Communists say they won’t accept deal, but aren’t ruling out talks

MOSCOW (AP) — A tentative agreement to
approve a new government under Boris Yeltsin to
tackle Russia’s economic crisis appesred to col-
lapse within hours Sunday after the Communists
said they would not accept the deal.

The Communist turnabout came just after the
government and the opposition said they had
reached a deal following days of tough behind-the-
scenes bargaining to call a political truce to win
quick confirmation of Yeltsin’s choice for prime

Communist leader Gennady Zuganov said the
proposed pact was rejected by a meeting of his
party because there was no firm guaran-
tee Yeltsin would abide by its provisions. He did not
rule out further talks.

The proposed three-page agreement wnuld
have given the State Duma, parliament’s lower

house, more say in Cabinet appointments, but leave

Yeltsin with substantial power, desplte earlier
opposition calls for his removal.
In particular, the

ministries. In exchange, Yeltsin 1  have agreed
to Duma approval of most Cabinet appointments
for the first time, according to lawmakers and
media reports.

The Communists’ surprise rejection of the deal
could be a prelude to miore bargaining as the oppo-
sition seeks further concessions. Russia may face
weeks of political uncertainty if the opposition
blocks Chernomyrdin’s confirmation and Yeltsin
refuses to withdraw it.

Chernomyrdin said earlier that swift formation
of a new government was vital to tackle the
nation’s economic crisis.

“We must resolve financial problems. The

control of the forces &e to-fill -
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ruble is hanging by a thread,” he said.
Russia plunged into political and economic cri-
mwhmfmmnlmmkmmdtheammcyeol-
as the government defaulted on its debts and
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The ruble appeared to gain Sunday and .

exchange points across Moscow were buying U.S.
dollars at an average 8 rubles to the dollar, down
from an average of 8% rubles to the dollar the day
before. The rate had been 6 rubles to the dollar
before the collapse.

There was no word on an economic plan that
lndbmdumasedmththeopposmonmhandle
the crisis. It called for i some Soviet-style

‘economic controls, but Chernomyrdin said

there was no question of restoring the
Soviet system.

Diana memorialized
by family in private

CRATHIE, Scotland (AP) -
Princess Diana’s sons, in Scotland on
the eve of the anniversary of her death,
spent Sunday in private with their
father, far from the strangers who

stamuknowntothewoddbmnnly_‘

experienced by a few,” said the Rev.
Robert Sloan, pmsidhg at the morn-
ing service at Crathie church, near
Balmoral Castle.

Diana’s sons, Prince William, 16,
and Prince Harry, 13, sat in the front
pew on either side of their father,
Prince Charles.

The boys were at Balmoral last

-year when they learned that Dmm
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In London, admirers of the
princess again brought flowers to her
oklhome of Kensington Palace, a fra-
grant echo of the mourning and the
weeklong vigil that followed the

. princess’ death on Aug. 31, 1997.

“I thought there would be more
flowers and more people here,” said
Liegh O’Malley, 50, who came from
suburban Essex county. “But it is
wonderful to see everyone coming
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miles south at the lake where the
princess is buried on an island at
Althorp, the Spencers’ ancestral
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GOP leader: Keep House open .
until Clinton action completed

WAsmm (AP} Dr.upm

-ranked Re]m'blim wants
~ Congress to stay in session until it
~ completes action on Kenneth Starr’s
report expected soom about
President Clinton’s rehuomlnp with
Monica Lewinsky.

Meanwhile, a Democratic Houu
member who spent time \mk
Clinton in Massachuseits said

Sunday the president the

way he explained the affair to the
American people and wished he’d
had more time to reflect before mak-
.ing his mnynkmdwh
House Majority Whi ‘Tom
DeLay, R-Texas, said the
should take up the Lewmky m
..as soon as Starr v
shoukfmtmw‘
1t has reached a concllmon ‘on

"Iftheptuxdentumtppnt

mﬂnoughttnstmm,ﬂunwaneed

mg«:tovumthamupm

House’s ble,” DeLay said on “Fox News
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for as long as it takes to get this

behind us™
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his position that Clinton
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moral authority to

either here at home orinthe
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to be in session for only a month

before going home for the midterm

elections. -
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the Nation” that DeLay was saying if
Starr has not indicated when he will
i mmwwnmn

with the former |
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-allegations of obstruction of justice,
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-MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -
Travelers grounded by the
Northwest Afrlines pilots® stril
tive plans this weekend.

Northwest canceled all of its
1,700 daily flights through

The airline and the pilots union
said they were willing to resume
negotiations that broke off shortly
before the 6,100 pnlots went on
strike, but there was no indication
when that would

The union rejected a last-
minute company offer shortly
before their strike deadline of

11:01 a.m. Saturday.

“I’'m not going to play games
about who’s going to call who, but
clearly these guys walked out,”
Northwest spokesman Jon Austin
said.

“They have to walk back in.”

“It kind of takes two to dance,”
said Paul Omodt, a spokesman for
the Air Line Pilots Association.

The union had said tentative
agreements were reached on most
contract issues, but not on job
security and compensation.

Northwest pilots say they earn
an average salary of about
$120,000 per year.

The airline says the average
salary is $133,000:.

Cuban plmendu.
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QUITO Bau.dm (AP) -
rssearchodthrough
e of a Cuban airliner
 clues to the crash that

'!hmuaﬂ,owmdby&:bm
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through two homes and an auto
mechanic’s shop before slamming
into the field near a runway at
Quito’s international airport.

Theplma. en route first to the
coastal city of Guayaquil before

Wrec.

At least 21 passengers report-

- edly survived the crash. Rescue

workers found another charred

- body Sunday, bringing the death
- toll ta 79.

At least 10 people on the
ground were killed.
: vammd!heyhutdlond
noises before the crash, and anavi-
ation official said it appeared that

_one of the engines stalled before
_.tll:auh. S

Police cordoned off the crash
searched

~ site while investigators
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