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Che-Yong Ting, an international 
student from Malaysia, clearly 
remembers arriving at the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln a year ago. 

Overwhelmed with fear and con- 

fusion, he walked into the annual 
international student orientation won- 

dering if he would make it through the 
mass of people and paperwork that 
confronted him. 

After making it through the orien- 
tation with the help of many volun- 
teers, Ting, a junior international 
business major, is back. 

This time, instead of facing an 

intimidating mob, he is on the other 
side, taking students such as 

Krishnamurti Mumiadi through the 
orientation. 

Ting joins other volunteers, some 

of whom are international students 
like himself and others who are 

American. 
Some of the volunteers spend the 

first day of the weeklong internation- 
al student orientation on the welcome 
team, greeting the 250 foreign stu- 
dents who arrive throughout the 
week, as well as helping them with 
such tasks as obtaining student IDs, 
opening their e-mail accounts and 
getting bus passes. He also escorts 
students around campus. 

Other volunteers are peer advis- 
ers. They get to know the students bet- 
ter and help them adapt to their new 

environment through continuous con- 

tact during their first weeks at UNL. 
Mumiadi, an accounting major 

from Malaysia, had contact with both 
groups on Monday, as the volunteers 
paraded him from one station to the 
next, making sure all the necessary 
paperwork was filled out or account- 
ed for. 

That included making copies of 
passports and other important travel 
papers and filling out personal identi- 
fication forms for the university. 
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“It’s quite overwhelming, but it’s 
necessary,” Mumiadi said. 

Like Ting, many of the volunteers 
at the orientation were once in the 
same shoes as Murniadi, confused 
about where to go and what to do. 

“When we came here last year, we 

suffered many difficulties,” said 
Abhilash Singhai, a graduate student 
in computer science and a member of 
the welcome team. 

Many volunteers remember the 

helpful advice or sympathy they 
received at the orientation and decid- 
ed they wanted to give that back, said 
Shama Ali, coordinator for interna- 
tional student orientation. 

“Most of them say when they 
came here they were helped,” Ah said. 
“They want to help back.” 

But the new students are not the 
only ones on the receiving end of the 

relationship. The volunteers meet stu- 
dents from around the world and learn 
about different cultures, Ting said. 

They also have learned a skill that 
is essential for being in a place where 

languages from nearly 100 different 
countries collide. 

“We’re learning communication 
skills,” said Pooja Khati, a sophomore 
computer science major and member 
of the welcome team. 

Ting said he has been successful 
in talking to most students. Some do 
present a challenge, though. 

“So far, I haven’t had much prob- 
lem with language,” he said. “If worse 
comes to worse, we talk really slow. If 
that doesn’t work, we need to draw.” 

The skill of communicating is 
something that the volunteers have 
had to pick up themselves. However, 
they did go through one day of train- 
ing to familiarize themselves with the 
stations each student had to go 
through and the tasks that each stu- 
dent had to complete. 

The training emphasized a need 
for understanding and sensitivity to 
the students coming into a completely 
new situation. This was one of the 
goals of orientation the training 
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emphasized, Ali said. 

Ting thought that goal was par- 
tially reached by the time he was done 
talking to a few of his students on 

Monday. After being confronted with 
lost looks on each student’s face at the 
beginning of each meeting, Ting soon 

helped the students relax. He also 
became one of the first friends and 
connections the students had at their 
new home. 

“After everything settled down 
they talked, laughed and joked,” Ting 
said. 

The help and friendship the peer 
advisers provide will not end at the 
conclusion of orientation, but will 
continue throughout the semester as 
the advisers make themselves avail- 
able for academic and personal coun- 

seling. 
Activities throughout the year at 

International Affairs, such as weekly 
coffee, also will help the new students 
make contact with the network avail- 
able to them. There they will be able 
to talk to other international students 
and peer advisers, who can answer 

questions or help students with prob- 
lems. 

But the contact the students have 
with the volunteers and peer advisers 
at the beginning of orientation is per- 
haps what is most appreciated by the 
students, who are searching for some- 
one to ease their fears and make some 
sense out of all the confusion, Ali 
said. 

“It’s so wonderful to have some- 

one to help you out” 

Construction won’t 
hinder first game 
SKYBOXES from page 2 

The season will start earlier than 
expected with the addition of the 
Eddie Robinson Classic on Aug. 29, 
but Ingram said that did not throw a 

glitch into the construction schedule. 
Before the addition of the game 

against Louisiana Tech, the first 
home game was to be Sept. 5. The 
first game that would require lighting 
was scheduled for Sept. 26 against 
Washington. 

Because the first game requiring 
lighting is now a month earlier, the 

construction schedule had to be 
altered to accommodate the addition 
of new lighting to the stadium. 
Ingram said the project had to get 
approval from the NU Board of 
Regents to spend $200,000 more in 
overtime and materials to prepare the 
stadium for the game. 

The $200,000 will come from 
revenue brought in at the game, 
Ingram said. 

Ingram said the construction 
remains on schedule, and he is eager 
for the stadium to be finished. 

“Every phase is exciting.” 

Back to class special 

ONLY $30 
(Save $10 on a 4-week ticket 
with current UNL Student I.D.) 

• Over 80 classes 
• Unlimited attendance 

• Register anytime 
Not good with any other offers 

Expires 10/31/98 
32nd & Superior |-, 32nd & Superior 

477-1333 |_| 477-1333 

Having a I 
hard time | 

determining I 
your future? I 

Career Services can help! 
•Visit our web site at http://www.unl.edu/careers, and go to 

“career exploration.” 
-or- 

•Set up a one on one meeting with a counselor. 

230 Nebraska Union 
472-3145 __ 

BOOG’S 
kOCK ‘N ROLL 

BOUTIQUE 

• Vinyl, vinyl, 
• Hiphuggers 
• All Docs 10°/ 

• Theme party wear 

• Funky club wear 

• Jewelry/body jewelry 
• Always a sales rack 

find Boog’s at: 52 and “O” Streets, Lincoln • 483-2263 


