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Walker sends 
soccer team 

intoispotlight 
of success 

i .... m ..... .. 

Matt Mtt i fr/DN 
NITS JENNY BENSON slides under Texas A&M’s Melanie Wilson in the Big 12 soccer champi- 
onship. The Buskers lost 3-1 to their conference rival. 

By Jay Saunders 
Assignment Reporter 

When John Walker came to Nebraska to coach 
the soccer team four years ago, he said he wanted to 
build the Comhusker program into a national soc- 
cer powerhouse in five years. 

It took only three years. 
In the fall of 1996, after only three years of 

existence, the Huskers went 23-1 and made it to the 
third round of the NCAA tournament 

Last fall, NU was hoping to build on die suc- 

cess of last season’s unexpected run. The Huskers 
came into die season with the same core of players 
and added Kim Engesser, a transfer student from 
Portland University the team that knocked the 

Huskers out of die tournament in 1996. 
“The biggest difference was dealing with being 

a big target on a lot of our opponents’ schedules,” 
Walker said. “It was difficult because every team 
we played we got their best shot. It was like aWorld 
Cup final every game.” 

The Huskers started off the season with four 
straight wins before running into a roadblock in 
Texas. NU lost conference games for die first time 
in two years and hadn’t lost two consecutive games 
since 1994. 

“We didn’t compete at an appropriate level,” 
Walker said. “We had a lot of pressure after we 

were behind, but we shouldn’t have put ourselves in 
that position.” 

The Huskers used an eight-game homestand as 
the cure for the team’s first losing streak in three 

years. 
All eight games were shutouts. 
The Huskers outscored their opponents 40-0 in 

that eight-game stretch. After collecting eight con- 
secutive wins, NU traveled to No. 4 Duke. 

There was no letdown from the homestand. 
The Huskers inched closer to the Big 12 tourna- 
ment with a 5-0 win over the Blue Devils. 
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Texas A&M and Nebraska had developed into 
the conference’s first big rivalry. In this edition, 
though, A&M handed die Huskers a 3-1 loss. 

“We had to treat it like it was our season,” 
senior Kari Uppinghouse said. “(Winning the tour- 
nament) was one of the goals we had at the begin- 
ning of die season. The team was disappointed that 
we didn’t repeat” 

A trip to the NCAA tournament was not guar- 
anteed, but Walker said the Huskers’ record and 
strength of schedule should be enough to get NU in 
to the 32-team field. Walker was right the Huskers 
played host to Michigan in the first round of the 
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Here’s Proof That A 
College Degree 

\ 

Right Now Recent College Graduates Get *400 Off 
Every New Dodge. In Addition To Most Other Current Offers * 

Dodge Neon Coupe starts as low as 

after *400 college grad 
I^ and *1,500 national 

cashback** 

get low 1.9%APR 
up to 60 months f 

Cab-forward design, dual airbags, 16-valve, 132-horsepower engine. More horse- 
power and interior room than Honda Civic, Toyota Corolla, or Saturn Coupe. 

Dodge Dakota Sport 

tZQQO^k ! cash back.- 
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J.D. Power and Associates “Most Appealing Compact Pickup.”*** 

j, Dakota Sport comes with aluminum wheels, AM/FM cassette stereo, 
40/20/40 seat with mini business console and more. 

ibout '98 college graduate finance plans available 
igwle customers through Chrysler Credit 

The New; lodge 
See The Friendly Dodge Dealer Near You 

*Ask for eligibility requirements. Not available with certain other offers. **MSRPs after *400 College Graduate Cash Back 
(and after *1,500 national cash back on Neon). Includes destination. Excludes tax. tt.9%/80 mo. financing = *17.48 per mo. 

per *1,000 financed for qualified buyers with 10% down. 1.9%/60 mo. financing is in lieu of *1,500 cash back. tt$500 MSRP 
discount on select V-6 models. ***J.D. Power and Associates 1997 APEAL study, Automotive Performance, Execution and 

Layout5** Study based on 29,187 consumer responses. Always use seat belts. 


