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Walker sends

soccer team
into spotlight
of success

[f vou're
going on
vacation
this sum-
mer

BY JAY SAUNDERS
Assignment Reporter

When John Walker came to Nebraska to coach
the soccer team four years ago, he said he wanted to
buﬂdmeComh:skapmgrm into a national soc-

In the fall of 1996, afteronlythreeyearsof
ﬂmmelhﬁknsmmnlmdnndenmﬂ:e
third round of the NCAA tournament.

Last fall, NU was hoping to build on the suc-
cess of last season’s unexpected run. The Huskers
came into the season with the same core of players
and added Kim Engesser, a transfer student from
Portland University — the team that knocked the
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onship. The Huskers lost 3-1 te their conference rival.

Huskers out of the tournament in 1996.

“The biggest difference was dealing with being
a big target on a lot of our opponents’ schedules,”
Walker said. “Tt was difficult because every team
ueplayedmgotﬂ:eubestslm It was like a World
Cup final every game.”

The Huskers started off the season with four
straight wins before running into a roadblock in
Texas. NU lost conference games for the first time
in two years and hadn’t lost two consecutive games
since 1994,

“We didn’t compete at an appropriate level,”
Walker said. “We had a lot of pressure after we
were behind, but we shouldn’t have put ourselves in
that position.”

The Huskers used an eight-game homestand as
the cure for the team’s first losing streak in three

A]leigtugmnesmslnmm
The Huskers outscored their opponents 40-0 in

| that eight-game stretch. After collecting eight con-

secutive wins, NU traveled to No. 4 Duke.

There was no letdown from the homestand.
The Huskers inched closer to the Big 12 tourna-
muwuhaS-memﬂthleDmls

NU then
had to go to “ ;
backtoTexas [t was difficult
for the Big 12
Conference because every
Tournament.
The Huskers  team we played
won the inau- L
gural tourna- ' We got their best
ment in 1996 5
witha1-0win Shot. It was like a
over Texas
A&M. Afier  World Cup final
beatin »
Baylor 4-1 in every game.
the semifi-
nals,  the JOHN WALKER
Huskers were NU soceer coach
once again
matched up
with the Aggies.

Texas A&M and Nebraska had developed into
the conference’s first big rivalry. In this edition,
though, A&M handed the Huskers a 3-1 loss.

“We had to treat it like it was our season,”
senior Kari Uppinghouse said. “(Winning the tour-
nament) was one of the goals we had at the begin-
nmgofmeseasan.'lheteamwasdxsq:pomtedﬂlat
we didn’t repeat.”’

A trip to the NCAA tournament was not guar-
anteed, but Walker said the Huskers’ record and
strength of schedule should be enough to get NU in
to the 32-team field. Walker was right, the Huskers
played host to Michigan in the first round of the
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College Degree
~ Can Really Pay Oft.

Right Now Recent College Graduates Get 400 off
Every New Dodge. In Addition To Most Other Current Offers:

Dodge Neon Coupe starts as low as

qfter *400 college grad
and *1,500 national
cash back™*

(or ger low 1.9%APR
for up to 60 months)
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at no extra charge'

Cab-forward dcs:gn. dual airbags, 16-valve, 132-horsepower engine. More horse-
power and interior room than Honda Civic, Toyota Corolla, or Saturn Coupe.

- J.D. Power and Associates “Most Appealing Compact Pickup”***

Plus, Dakota Sport comes with aluminum wheels, AM/FM cassette stereo,
40/20/40 seat with mini business console and more.

Don’t forget to ask about 98 col!ege graduate finance plans available
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