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“I hate that,” Byrne said. “That’s 
not why I’m here, and it’s not why I’m 
in this business. I’m here to offer 
opportunities, not to take them away.” 

Byrne’s actions show evidence to 
that effect. To avoid cutting men’s 
scholarships, he has added on the 
women’s side. In addition to the soc- 
cer team, Byrne has promoted 
women’s bowling (1997) and riflery 
(1998) to varsity status. 

But more importantly, NU 
Women’s Gymnastics Coach Dan 
Kendig said, Byrne has cultivated an 

environment in which women’s pro- 
grams can succeed on a national 
level. That success, Kendig said, 
helps the cause of the women’s 
teams by generating more revenue 

associate athletic director for busi- 
ness affairs, Byrne has spent $1.5 
million on facility improvements 
since 1993. He also dedicated $3.49 
million to the administrative aspect of 
women’s sports, including sports 
information, ticketing and marketing. 

Moving on up 
Kendig describes Byrne as a man 

who “runs ahead of the game instead 
of reacting to it.” And as the Athletic 
Department enters an age of even 

tougher Title IX regulation and 
NCAA restrictions, Byrne does not 
follow examples. He sets them. 

With 24 sports, Nebraska owns 
the largest Athletic Department in 
the Big 12 Conference and offers 
more women’s sports than any other 

Byrne bucks I 
All Nebraska athletic programs have seen an increase in 
spending since the arrival of Athletic Director Bill Byrne. 
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Byrne continues to plan future 
women’s facility improvements to 
benefit the softball, swimming, gym- 
nastics, track and basketball teams. 

And he maintains a good rela- 
tionship with the men’s and women’s 
teams through honest communica- 
tion and an open-door policy. 

“I think anyone who comes in 
here and walks into this situation 
will just be blown away,” Benson 
said. “You don’t have to be a football 
player or a high-profile athlete to be 

treated well.” 
Byrne wouldn’t settle for any- 

thing less. 
“I don’t ever want some of our 

athletes to have something and not to 
have something else,” Byrne said. 
“They deserve the same kind of pro- 
motion, marketing and support. 

“If there is any talk or any resent- 
ment towards either men or women, 
I don’t hear it. As far as I know, it 
doesn’t exist. And if it does, the ath- 
letes know it better not get back to 
__ 95 
me. 
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©atosonS Custom framing 
Congratulations Graduates! 

=======] We’re proud of you and have 
SPECIAL Diploma Frame Designs! 

0 $45.00 Readymades 
1 or customize for a nominal fee. 
f C) Gift Certificates Available 

YAite, 438-5977 
J 719 ‘P’ Street Studio 3 Burkholder Project 
___ 

take it with you 
this summer. 

A subscription to the 
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$5 
Make Checks payable to the Daily Nebraskan, 
34 Nebraska Union, Lincoln, N£ 685880448 
or stop by 34 Nebraska (Mon and receive 

your first issue June 8 and runnin* to August 13. 
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IF you DO ANVTHlNG LONG eNOUGH- 
ITU BUILD A MUSCLe SOMGWHGRG. 
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