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The Millions toured Europe with Sheryl
Crow; Mercy Rule has shared stages with
Coolio, Hum and Mike Watt; Zager &
Evan's single “In the Year 2525" topped
the charts in 1969.

Respectively, they have earned such
titles as eclectic pop ensembie, power
balled trio and even the definitive one-hi
wonder. But there is one title they have all
shared at one time or another: Lincoln band.

“Lincoln residents are lucky that the
bands are so diverse,” said Bernie
McGinn, owner of Lincoln label Caulfield
Records.

“There are a lot of totally crazy hard-
core bands like Armatron, and then there
is the goofy stuff like Self-Righteous
Brothers and bluesy bands like Baby Jason
and the Spankers."”

Over the past 15 years local bands have
labored in clubs, toured the country in dilap-
idated vans and cut albums in other peo-
ple's basements - all in relative obscunity.

But they have received plenty of notice
elsewhere. Having toured extensively in
the United States and once in Europe,
Lullaby for the Working Class has heen
invited to several national music festivals
released two albums and produced a video
played on MTV and VH1.

Band member Mike Mogis said the
lack of local attention is a bit frustrating.
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“We played two shows in London, and
we were the headlining band,” he said.
“They were both sold oit. And in no other
city in the Unrted States have we done that
including Lincoin.

“It would make sense that because
roin Lincoln we 'd be popular there,
it it's not the case

Lullaby for Lh(‘.
Working Class is not
alone. Mercy Rule
packed clubs in New
York last fall, and
the now-defunct Kid
Quarkstar
impressed a crowd
at the famous San
Francisco venue The
Elbow Room.

For the past few
years, Lincoln has
hoasted several
strong and highly
diverse acts - a
scene that is just
starting to receive
more recognition.

The Self-

ighteous Brothers
s a lounge-parody
act that has consis- i
tently packed the Zoo Bar, 136 N. 141 5t
ince 1996. ls album “Tastee is currently
sokd out at the downtown Homer's location.

Richard Rebarber. a University of
Nehraska-Lincoln math professor, is a
songwriter for Floating Opera, a densely
and symphonically structured all-star
group comprised of G.1.0. (ex-Millions)
vocalist Lori Allison, Larry Watson of The
Return and the complete lineup from
Mercy Rule.

The sense of community among local
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h
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arelatively new local band
groups. The lineup includes (from left) Chris Palmquist (formerly of Eamon)
Shane Aspergen (formerly of Lullaby for the
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especially when one gauges the depth oi
the Lincoln talent pool.

From my point of view the town is
almost perfect because there are a ot of
talented people who are doing it because
they love music, not for money,” Rebarber
said.

Rebarber said members from rival

is made up

bands frequently assist each other's
efforts. They create art work, contribute to
records and publicize each other's con-
certs.

“People here are remarkably un-mer-
cenary,” he said. ‘'l remember there was a
time when Harry Dingman (G.1.0, The
Millions) did artwork for Floating Opera
and Ron Albertson of Mercy Rule did art-
work for The Millions."

The strong music comimunity has left
many bands yearning for more attention
from audience members, however.

of musicians from more recognizahle

Warking Class)
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L. Kent Wol
Star entertainment witter
shnnk away from local acts.
“They think if it's
major label, it's n
Wolgamott said. ' .‘
1e. Over the last 1
as many good bands as

it's i
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anywher

“Providence.'” which
on the band a slot
1 Rolling Stone’

top new band list

such as The
the Self-Ri
Brothers
Rule
MTHELY the
Working Class. Most
of these have toured
nationally and have released albums.
“These are all bands that people might
not give the respect *’.“" sserve because
thev're from Lincoin,"" he i.
As local rock acts continue to diversify
and expand, artists hope that local audi-
ences will start to pay more attention.
“For a town as small as Lincoln it has a
surprisingly high percentage of good
bands,” Mogis said.
McGinn agrees. “‘Quit being so stingy.
Three bucks for two live bands? You won't

musicians is quite rare, Rebarber said,

The following is a list of only

a few of

Lincoln's most promising acts accompanied
with the title of one of their releases. Homer’s
Records is Lincoln’s best retailer of local music
and currently carries most of these albums.

Baby Jason & The Spankers

This blues/rock three-piece has released two
albums, toured nationally and is slated for a show

get that anywhere else in the country.”

instrumentation and soulful delivery of Lullaby spurrec
bands success at the SXSW and NXNE fe

ers. Its latest release, ‘I Never Even Asked f

Bar/None Records.

Mercy Ruie

Legendary for both its energy and langevit power-
hallad trio has long held a special place in the hearts of
local music fans. The group encountered a host of problems

fy LI1E

at the Hpuse of Blues in Chicago. Locally, they have
appeared at the Zoo Bar and have inspired a new
The Spanker Special”

sandwich: “

at M & N Sandwich Records but is

Shop, 2643 Rudolph - a pastrami burger topped with

chili.

Cursive

A local success story of the Saddle Creek Records
phenomenon, the sonically chaotic rock group follows
the label's pattern of Omaha/Lincoln fellowship.
Recently the group recorded ““Such Blinding
on Crank! Records.

Starving Eyes”

Floating Opera
Cmmstmo of what miay be
up, Floating Opera em
G.1.0. and a medley of ot

played for NETV’s (Channel 13) concert series **
aimed and highly touted, its -ismist
“Everybody is Somebody’s Monster,’
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Critically acc!
release,
continues

Sessions."”
Recording

Last year they released
Buttsmackin’ Blues Record:

S.

Lincoln's most talented line-
oys members from Mercy Rule,
her artists. In February, the group

ice

“Dreamgirl” on

trying to release its iatest (and greatest) album,
Black Chronicies,”
now carried by local label, Caulfield Records.

Radio King

These long-time Lincoln musicians

“The Flat
which was finally produced on MCA

finally followed their

true rockabilly calling to become one of the cit
bands. Snappy dressers and nimble | ici
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