up a lot of miles.

lllustrated here are the
paths of the Husker
coaches Jan. 25-29.

By Mixe KLuck
Special Projects Reporter
Nebraska Offensive Line Coach Milt Tenopir
remembers the trip when he woke up in
a Las Vegas hotel room, but'thought he was at
home.
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he normally walked at his house to success on the field.
g0 to the bathroom. Most of the Husker recruiting classes
Butbyﬁlem"fmptrmhmd over the past 20 years have ranked out-
he wasn't in his home, the door to his side of the top 10 as determined by many
hotel room had already closed recruiting analysts, but the football pro-
behind him. Tenopir was left stand- | gram has consistently been in the top 10
ing in the hotel hallway with nothing . in the nation.
but hisunderwear onand hadtocon- § Entering the national championship
vince a hotel security guard to let seasons of 1994 and 1995, the
him back into his own room. : Cornhuskers didn’t boast recruiting
Ask any of the 112 Division I-A classes ranked in the top 10. This year,
football coaches who have spent the Nebraska has a solid recruiting class, and
last six weeks traveling highways, Recruiting Area - many analysts have predicted that it
maneuvering through airports and  §oythwest could be a class in the top five.
waking up in hotel rooms and they “Bein “It’s very unpredictable,” Solich said.
will likely give you a story similar to _g “There are many reasons a person
Tenopir’s. able to relate  gecides to come or not come to -
Andthey do all this in the pursuit to people - your school. There are guys
of getting a star 17- or 18-year-old that’s what that I have felt we had a good
high school football senior to sign a F WAGL  ghot at and felt like Nebraska is
letter of commitment to theiruniver- ~ recruifing is  the best place for them. Then at
sity on signing day — the first about” 'ﬁelﬂmnﬁﬂsﬂlmgh
Wednesday in February. :
- - h;umwmm:gu
tough iuhmm:lnﬁt a

Rm::ajobﬂntmutmllepfooﬁdl

“Yow’ve got to experience
recruiting as you are in it,” Nebraska
Head Coach Frank Solich said. “You
b:'mmcfbwmu :

effort — and that is just how it is,” Nebraska
Linebackers Coach Craig Bohl said. “You’re
spending time away from your family, you’re not
home a consistent amount, and then the travel
wears on you.”

Unpredictable success
Nebraska coaches have had success through-
out the years recruiting, but not comparable to the

said. “You want to make sure the kids you sign are
those you want to sign.”

Most information about a recruit is learned
throughout the football season, which involves
calling coaches and kids after the Huskers finish
their daily practice

“Aknofumesmywmfem]lctmphmdmg

the season because she will say I'm home, but F'm

not at home,” said Nebraska Receivers

Coach Ron Brown. “Meaning that

alﬂnnghl’mhom,l’mmtmdbm“
centrating or spending time with the fam-

ily. Since I recruit a lot of the kids in the

West Coast region, I can be up to mid-

night making recruiting calls.”

By December, the NU coaches will
have their list narrowed to an average of
20 or 30 athletes per coach. The coaches
said the Big 12 Championship game and
preparation for a bowl game take away

But when they are able to hit the road,
it becomes an enduring process.

It’s no vacation
h&mﬂlﬁbm—

the year he was recruit-
| ing a kid from St. Louis,
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Recruiting Area -
Southwest
“Its

developing relationships.
“You meet so many families and
youagpeaplewhm‘mm

impacts their life,” Brown said.
“There are also alotofhﬁrucha
stories out there, and as a coach you
ahmﬂbwmlﬁaammpar-

to them. He said it is important to
mmmum
lhehth'fmn.




