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NU defense takes wind

B The Huskers proved
poor hosts again Saturday,
holding ISU to 49 points.

By SaM MCKEWON
Senior Reporter

Could be the gym. Could be
the rims.

Whatever it is, it’s working
for the defense of the Nebraska
men’s basketball team at home.

The Cornhuskers put together
another defensive gem Saturday,
holding a second consecutive
visiting team to fewer than 50
points. Nebraska downed Iowa
State 63-49 in front of 10,565
fans at the Bob Devaney Sports
Center.

“Jowa State had different
offenses they like to run, and we
thought we checkmated them a
few times with the things they
wanted to do,” NU Coach Danny
Nee said .

After giving up a season-high
105 points to Texas last
Wednesday, Nebraska (13-6 over-
all and 4-2 in the Big 12
Conference) seemed determined
to not let history repeat itself.

NU played a two-three zone
for much of the first half, pulling
guard Cookie Belcher down to
help defend ISU forward Marcus
Fizer, the Cyclones leading scor-
er.

Fizer, who had been averaging

20 points per game in conference
play, was stymied in the first
half, scoring only two.

The rest of the Iowa State -

offense didn’t fare much better.
The Cyclones (9-10 and 2-4) shot

only 32 percent from the field in .

the first half and scored 22
points.

Nebraska’s defensive effort
was keyed by stopping Fizer,
Belcher said.

“It was our plan to come in
and double-team Fizer,” Belcher
said. “We knew we had to limit
his chances inside.”

The Huskers jumped out to an
early 23-8 lead after a layup by
guard Tyronn Lue with seven
minutes remaining in the first
half. But the Cyclones were able
to cut the deficit to 29-22 by
halftime.

Iowa State came within five
with 14:23 remaining before NU
put the game away with a 13-3
run, keyed by six points from
Belcher.

Nee said Belcher, who had his
first double-double of the year
with 15 points and 10 rebounds,
played his most complete game
this season.

“He did a little bit of every-
thing today,” Nee said. “Cookie
was there all day. He’s starting to
become our next star.”

Nee said the Huskers played a
complete game as a team. NU,
which snapped a three-game
home losing streak to the
Cyclones, outrebounded ISU 45-
31 and had only eight turnovers.

“I thought we put together two
solid halves,” Nee said. “The
kids got over each hurdle as it
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downed the Cyclones 63-49 at the Bob Devaney Sperts Center.

came to them.”

Offensively, the Huskers were
again led by Lue, who scored 24
points in 38 minutes — despite a
left groin injury. Junior Venson
Hamilton added 13 points to go
with his 11 rebounds. Fizer led

the Cyclones with 13 points.

Lue said the groin pull is ai_
recurring injury he’s had since
high school and not one that will
keep him out of the lineup.

“I’'m fine,” Lue said. “It’s no
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to l‘glg Ncbrﬁ&returns to the
road again to face Kansas State
Wednesday before playing
Kansas at home next Sunday.

BY ANDREW STRNAD
Staff Reporter

The Nebraska track team intro-
duced some new faces this weekend
at the Bob Devaney Sports Center as
seven newcomers claimed honors in
their first meet at the Nebraska Open.

In addition to more than
a dozen events, five Cornhusker ath-
letes set NCAA provisional marks
during the all-day meet.

Sophomore Vincent Brown, in his
second meet as a Husker, ran the
third-fastest 55-meter dash time in
school history, finishing second with
a time of 6.18 seconds — just ahead of
senior Byron Topps (6.19).

Brown, who recently came to
Nebraska from Bakersfield College,
said he joined the Huskers to win a
isoffto a good start, but he said he has
not reached his full i

“I can do better. I will do better,”
Brown said. “I was kind of nervous
out there and didn’t get a good start. [
said I was going to break the (school)
record, but I’ll have another day.”

The record Brown refers to is
shared by Riley Washington and Bill
Trott with a time of 6.17. )
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