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have learned much from those damn-
ing brands.

“Everyone’s looking at you like a
skmhead," he said. “It doesn’t feel
good to be labeled like that”

‘The stereatype made members
more sensitive to the concerns of
stereotyped minority groups, Baker
said.

Since the mornmg they awoke to a
swarm of TV cameras across the street,
Baker said his fratérnity brothers
agreed “we were wrong.”

“Instantly, everybody knew it was a
big deal and everyone would jump to
the wrong conclusion,” Baker said.

At the time, media reported frater-
nity members didn’t realize the sym-
bolism of a burning cross or how it
would offend minorities.

Baker now denies those repoxts.

He and other fraternity members
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termly expected only its mbmio
see it, Baker said.

The night of the cross burning,
sheriff’s deputies arrived at the pre-ini-
tiation ceremony fo investigate a tres-
passing complaint. Deputies found no
violation and left.

They also found no fire. But the
next morning they found the cross’s
charred remains.

Soon, television cameras sat out-
side the Sigma Chi house, filming its
staunch walls for evemng news
footage,

The following , the univer-
sity declaréd it couldn’t punish frater-
nity members who had not violated a

The community responded with

The Rev. John Carter of St. John's
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It may h:veseemed mpossﬂﬂe
to say this time last year, but many
people now say some may
have benefitted from Sigma Chi
Fraternity members’ decmon to
burn a cross.

Though last January’s cross
burning at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln was painful and
controversial for most involved,
some say the incident helped to

“bring the sensitive issue of racism F

One year aﬁer Sigma Ch g
a student body cha ged

discuss their rituals to ensure -
“nothing in them could be per-
ceived as insensitive.”

He said sorority and fraterni
members also attended event
sponsored by ethnic student
nizations and groups.

Working to start the traditional-
ly Latino Slgma Lambda Beta

to the forefront of students’ lum- it

He said students also learned
about the consequences of their
actions.

“The most positive effect was
probably on the members of Sigma
Chi,” Harris said. “They got to see
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“We’ve taken the first steps, and
we have to make sure to continue to
work on things we’re doing now.
It’s the first step in a chain of

a lot — it can change your whole ur

‘life. And that’s what college is sup-

posed to be about learning and
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tion skit, Sigma Chi members

burned a cross in an abandoned

field outside Lincoln.
Om_ar Valentine, chmm of
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ent groups is important, being that
iti-  we all serve an equal part on cam-
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university : meeting.

There, religious leaders and others

accused the university of racism

because it wouldn't condemn the
event.

Garcia said he felt frustrated he and

other administrators could not

He wishes now he would have
called together all the students of color
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and angry,” he said. “But at least they
would have been heard.”

Even if the event led to violence,
Garcia said, he “would be willing to
stand up and take it.”

'IhellﬂDonCulﬂnm.Mof
Mdnmwmmhm
vuwwwmmu‘
mﬂn‘sww'mm

fmms, mscunnoumd Spi

sysmmonty groups and the -
university.

He said the APU continues to
discuss the incident with the entire
greek system, including Sigma
Chi, to “understand where -each
other is coming from.”

“We’ve opened up to each
other, and take part in each others’
activities,” Valentine said.

Jess Sweley, president of UNL's
Interfraternity Council, said the

For Harris, open discussions
mﬂmbegmnmsoﬁhcheahng
for those hurt by the incident.

“As the healing continues,”
Hamxsmd,“it‘ssullapmcem We
can turn a negative experience into
a positive experience, and I think
we should look to do that, :

“It woke us up. We're not in
wonderland. We're in a place that
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community discussion on race.
Moeser said the event, which Sigma
Chi’s Baker attended, formed in direct
response to the cross burning.

But Coleman and Garcia said
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vocations and events, numerous Ihtpngi_ community service. Smma_ said.
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Anth'cwMullu,n unior political
science major, said he J:lasn’t been °
able to.pay. oumdmlpﬂa whih
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ally tries to send outS 000 6000
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of the second week of classes.

“It makes it easier for us and for
students,” he said.

But, he said, the process of distri-

I bution can take longer depending on

each student’s case.

The federal government, which
sponsors the direct loan program,
requires that all university costs be

befnremaceomnbahncelsmfmd-
ed.

“It's a very cumbersome process
that requires a lot of time from our
staff,” Clark said.

Then, the Office of Student

- Accounts requests the refund from

the state, he said. _
The requests are submitted in

three groups, he said, and there is
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If eiteﬁsnve charges exist, he

said, the refund check is credited to
the student’s account. .

“For some, that mem a new
refund check is requested ﬁ'om the
state, '
Once again, studenu slumld
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But Jesse Mlddoz. a senior
finance major, said he hasa’t
received his refund from the f;ll
semester.

He said he filed his loan applica-

tion in October, which delayed the - :

When he called Student
Accounts last Friday, he was told to
wait a week for last semester’s check

arrive.
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. From bexmmng to end, the
process takes about 10 days, he said.
- However, if any further charges
are made to a student’s account, the
process can take even longer.
Under the new centralized billing
system put in place three semesters
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at some .

ago, all university charges are filed this”
with student accounts, including

Shots help keep ﬂm aj; bay,
= UNL health workers say
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