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| 5 Against the Death Penalty,
| uumﬂumm
| fobert E. Williams.

Iristian falth

Because of his turn to faith, Stevens said,
1 Williams was forgiven in God’s eyes.
a: ' ButWilliams never forgave himself. He begged
« his friends to pray for the families of his victims. He
grieved on holidays because of the empty places at
umm&mmmm
LT from the victim’s families took
4 Williams off their hook, and onto God’s, she
‘zmdﬂmdnmd,wmmswasmtﬁaeof
i-the state’s sentence.
' “Bobdnuwdpmnshment, she said. “Our
' _usociety had to go through with today because that
3-thcmhofﬂnhnd.“
i And her friend’s execution has not
. changed her faith, only reaffirmed it.
ri-  “As close as I was to Bob, as much as ] am
. going to miss him — he was a-dear friend-and a
~i.dear brother— I did not shed a tear,” ahemd.“[
had the peace of God with me.”
- MMMnmwﬂhWnﬂmnmﬂ
"Godnvuyrealmduynvohedmﬂuny—
. bodys life whowill turn tohim who
ﬁemd."l‘hepmewasabsoh:telyrdﬂntm.
e with him. God truly gives peace that defies
understanding.” :
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§ exegu‘tun;
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* ByBmaoDavis :r;
Assignment Reporter .

For Abby Swatsworth it’s snmple e'v“f’en’her
7-year-old knows the death penalty is wrong.

“You can’t teach them after they’re dead,”
Swatsworth said, her 's words.

Swatsworth and about 20 other people
gaﬂlered at the north steps of the State Capitol
Tuesday morning to protest the execution of
Robert E. Williams.

About 50 other death penalty protesters
congregated in front of the Nebraska State
Penitentiary as they listened to a recording of
Williams singing Christian songs and reading

from the Bible. -
Monday night, tearful and refléc} ;
nents of the death penalty asked man}f
men had to die before people lu‘l]mg
was wrong as they sang Bob Dylan’s 3 loWin’
in the Wind” at a prayer vigil for: at

* the Newman United Methodist Church.~

Protesters said the state had not realized that’ in

% ﬂmmﬁnhﬂmgofammbemgmm

Onethough!wasechoedbymmywhusmd

of the penitentiary protesting Williams’

Tuesday: How could-the state kill

oneofmownmthemmeofalllﬁbnskmm?
5 'Wﬂhamsd:edatlﬁﬁam S

Asbelfefin the power of Igarning and

m « |: should face death, said Tom Roti, a Lincoln
- night grocery store Mger and protester.

made themselves into somethmg msnde the
walls (of the prison),”Potter said. , - -

TbRﬂAndyHﬁ'dﬁ'omd:eAnSmdsVi[hge
of Hope street outréach program said Williams
was also a role model for young black men.

“They.can see what he's done in the last 20

years,” Hird said. “We forget about his effort to

mchyumgpeopleandmkehmhatemdangﬁ
and use it for good.”

Marj Manglitz of Lincoln, whom'ksmﬂ:
d:eUmtedNahonsAssocMon,midWilhm
hdpdmmhmbymm
tial riots and demonstrating his Christian faith.
Dan a student at Union College,

'amdhls()mmfuﬂawaswhyheoppoudﬂ:e

"Knllingpoopleuwmngnomaﬁ&whom
doing it. What it (using the death penalty) says
about us as a nation — thatwelcoﬁld;uaslt

" thére of chéer — scares me.”

After Williams had been execiited, Mary|
Felion, Williams” mmwhdwd&
mmdu&,momafﬂnpfmiﬁnnuymd

“I just witnessed a birth into heaven of the
most good and beautiful man I've ever known,”
Feilon said as she began to cry. “This is‘an act
of violence and despicability by the state of
Nebraska — I'am ashamed to be in the state of
Nebraska.”
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- somber as they awaited the execution.

1tence protects

01t1zensﬂ prOponents say

BYJesnFunx
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" A ﬂnﬂ;‘mﬁd-mmmd crowd of death
penalty proponents gathcrgd"mesday out-
. side the Nebraska State Penitentiary to sup-
port the execution of Robert E. Williams.

The death penalty proteets law- abiding
citizens, upholds the laws of society and
eliminates criminals, supporters said. =

But the current systcmof appeals needs
revision, said Larry Ball, head of the

~ Nebraska Plainsmen, a citizen rights group

that supports the death penalty.
“We’re here because those three women
couldn’t be,” Lincoln construction worker

66
 The death penalty
makes the statement

that we are serious
about
protecting rights.”

LARRY BALL
Nebraska Plainsmen head

“It doesn’t deter crime, but it does get rid

0.J. Ojeski said, referring to Williams’s vic- of bad people,” Ojeski said.
Supporters held signs that read “Uphold at the cost of jailing convicts.

.the law! Fry the bastard!” and “20 years later

justice is done ... medium rare!”
Despite these signs and the cries of “fry

him” from passing traffic, the crowd was

Supporters argue that the death penalty
protects citizen’s rights, -

Everyone is born with cértain rights and &Y

" attributes that cannot be denied, Ball said.

When individuals cannot defend their
rights, government must, he said.

“The death penalty makes the statement
that we are serious about protecting rights,”
Ball said.

Anyone who commits a heinous.act

ROtl ﬂﬁﬁﬁtdﬁlﬂl penal

“They get better medical coverage than

people on social security,” Ojeski said. “That

oney could be used for something else,

like lowering tuition.”

Under the current appeals system con-

victed inmates spend 20 years on death row
before their execution and some death penal-

supporters feel this is too long.
are in there too long,” Roti said.

“There should be a time limit on appeals.”

Some supporters would go even further.
“Executions should be done within a

year of their conviction,” Ball said. “Many
innocent people die because we do not exe-
cute these people.”

At past executions the crowds were

much larger, 600 at John Joubert’s in 1996
and almost 2,000 at Harold Lamont Otey’s in
1994; but on Tuesday 80 protesters showed

gut . up for Nebraska’s first morning execution.

“The Bible mll.sfq;u;as vindication of
ﬂnmatcmmani, Ball'said. -
“*"“Not all supporters agree that the death
penalty acts as a deterrent, but they still
argue its usefulness.

& " Both sides of protesters were
: also ysed the Bible to by 2 snow fence and a 50-foot-wide dead
support their view of the death penalty. zone to prevent conflicts.

“Executions should be done in the light

of day and in public to make a statement to
others,” Ball said.

“The dignity of man does not apply to

murderers.”

Nebraska ranks 24th in the nafion among states according to

the number of persons on death row in comparison with the number

of persons in its fotal population.
The
has risen considerably over the past three decades. Now nearly
75 percent of all Americans support sich acsion.
Nebraska is but one of the 35 stales that uphold capital
punishment and currently have inmales on death row.
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