TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1997

Sports

PAGE 7

Big 12

{
L

The Big 12 offensive player of
the week was Texas junior running
back Ricky Williams. Williams car-
ried the ball 26 times for 211 vards
and had three touchdowns in a 43-
31 win over Kansas. For the season.
Williams has 1,710 vards on 246
carries

The Big 12 defensive player of
the week was Texas Tech defensive
end Montae Reagor. Reagor had 11
tackles. including a key fourth-
down stop, in a 27-3 victory over
Oklahoma State

The Big 12 special teams plaver
of the week was Kansas State junior
place-kicker Martin Gramatica
Gramatica made three field goals,
including a 53-varder, ina 37-20
win over Colorado. Gramatica has
now kicked 19 of 20 field goals this
season

It's official: Nebraska will play
Texas A&M 1n the second Dr
Pepper Big |12 Championship Game
in San Antonio, Texas, on Dec. 6
NU wrapped up the bid with its 77-
14 victory over lowa State. The
Aggies got the bid with a 51-7 win
over Oklahoma and an Oklahoma
State loss to Texas Tech. Tech actu-
ally leads the Big 12 South Division
but has declared 1tselt ineligible 1
play mn the championship game

Nebraska semor offensive guard

Laron Tay lor has been nas
Football News All-Amenican b
Team. Other plavers selected

the Bire 12 were Texas runnine bach

ix bowi sicts 1o

ulive Vedl
t Coach Larry Smuth.
whose 7-4 Tiger team did qualify
for a bowl. doesn't see the Big 12
biting off more than 1t can chew
with six bowl slots

"It's better to have too many
slots than too hittle.” Smith said
"When you den't have enough slots
good teams are left out"

Baylor continues to stand as the
only team that was common oppo-
nent between No. 3 Nebraska and
No. 1 Michigan, and Coach Dave
Roberts still has the same opinion
about who's better.

"If Nebraska and Michigan
were to play each other Nebraska
would win," Roberts said. "Only
because they have a little more
speed on defense."

With its victory over Colorado.
Kansas State now joins Nebraska as
the only Big 12 teams to win nine
games evers e 1993, In
their last nine seasons. the Wildcats
have won 64 games. two more than
they had in the previous 20 seasons

pefore Coach Bill Snvder arnved

Season st

Big 12 Notebook was com-
piled by staff reporter Sam
McKewon.

njury can’t slow Eddleman

Mart MiLier DN

NU’S LINDSAY EDDLEMAN may not have been fully recovered from an ankle injury suffered seven days before the
Michigan game Sunday, but she was good enough to score two goais in the Huskers’ first-round win.

v-!'r
3 !

3 P

CELl

By sav McKewon

Sttt vanarter

after NU s T4-00 upset win over
Noo L Alabama, Nebraska Women's
Basketball Coach Paul Sanderford
looked around the post-game press
room and shook his head in disbelief at
the NU players that had been requested
tfor post-game comments

"l can’t believe vou don’t have
(sentor center) Emily Thompson in
here.” Sanderford said. “She was the
star of this game. That's the best game
she’s played in a long time "

Thompson didn't have the most
points or rebounds for NU Sunday
night, but played a key role in stopping
the Crimson Tide’s inside rebounding
machine, which turmed out to be a major
difference in the game.

Nebraska out-rebounded Alabama

Cross country team

By Sam McKeEwoN
Staff Reporter

The Nebraska men’s cross country
team recelved one of the four wild-card
bids to the NCAA Championships i
. Tuesday. markmg the

will compere

g sedson NI

matic qualifiers for the mee! after fimish-
g second at the NCAA Midwest
Regionals on Saturday

“We're obviously very excited” NU

Fhompson said it was lier best per-
r freshman season.

"It was defimitely one of the best
games | 've plaved” Thompson said. ]
had fun out there for the first ime in a
long time.”

Thompson was saddled with con-
taining Alabama junior center Tausha
Mills and for the most part succeeded.
Mills did score 15 points but those came
n spurts and had eight rebounds.

Before the game, Thompson didn’t
know that she would be up against the 6-
foot-2 frame of Mills.

“The coaches told me right before
the game that | would be guarding her,”
Thompson said. “They told me not to
even worry about getting rebounds, but
just stop Mills from getting them.”

TOTMIANCE SINee

Coach Jay Dirksen said. *“We certainly
cdidn’t know 1f we would make it or not.”

Nebraska was the third team to be
selected for a bid, behind Michigan State
and Notre Dame. NU qualified by
defzating two automatic qualifiers for the
NCAA Championships: Flonda and
Tzxas-San Antonio

The Irish and Spartans both defeated
: teams. while the 1ourth te [
2d fowa State. beat three teams. but was
peaten by the Huskersatthe d i meet

Dirksen said the decision came down
10 the tough competition NU faced all
season long

after a couple min-
utes and told her "Enuly, you've gott
get something done in there.™ he said
“Then | got this big smule from her, and
she went out and played great.”

Thompson was asked not only to
play nside but also to extend her shoot-
ing range to the three-point line
Thompson heaved three treys against
the Tide, but didn’t make any.

The three serves a purpose beyond
the points, Thompson said.

“It brings another potential
rebounder out of the paint to cover me,”
Thompson said. “Even if | don’t make
that shot, which I didn't, I'm taking a
rebounder out of a lane.”

NU now takes on Western Kentucky
in Storrs, Conn., in the semifinals of the
Women's  National Invitation

recelves

“We could have went to some easier
meets, but we wouldn't have qualified for
the NCAAS,” he said. It was good that
we went to all these tough meets.”

Nebraska's gualification for the
NCAAS brings to a close a tumultuous
season which saw NU lose two o1 1ts tog
three runners at the beginning of the vear
and then chmb from the hottom of the
conference back among the top 2

he season also saw the en e
of freshman Jeroen Brockzier

I TOOK Ner out

yod e

return of senior Cleophas Boor: who both
qualified for the NCAAs mdividually.
Dirksen said he has been happy with

By DARREN Ivy
Staff Reporter

One week ago, NU second-
team All-American striker
Lindsay Eddleman was lving in
front of the Texas A&M goal
clutching her ankle 1n pain.

Rumors circulated that she
may be done for the season. But
after sitting out of practice all
week, she came back on Sunday
and scored two goals and an
assist in NU's 5-1 NCAA
Tournament victory over
Michigan.

“We might do that with all
our players this week,” joked NU
Coach John Walker about his
practice schedule

Eddleman was tackled by
A&M goalie Melanie Wilson
while attempting a shot

The injury forced Eddleman.
NU’s third leading scorer, to the
sidelines where she watched her
teammates struggle to a 3-1 loss

Walker said A&M was play -
ing well and that he wasn’t sure
the injury was the difference
But he saird NU missed
Eddleman’s offensive presence
in the second half.

“She has traditionally done
well in big games,” Walker said
“She finds wavs to score”

Senior defender Tanva Franck
said Eddleman’s non-stop defen-
sive pressure sets a standard for
her teammates. :

“Our whole defensive pres-
sure dropped off after (heh
injurv),” Franck said. "It was

like we got kicked in the stom
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she said.

Note:

With the Huskers upset of Alabama
on Sunday, Nebraska earned 1ts first
ranking of the Paul Sanderford era at
No. 21 1n The Associated Press poll. In
the AP preseason poll the Huskers were
the top team not in the top 25 poll.

Western Kentucky, Sanderford’s
former team and Nebraska’s opponent
Thursday night in the semifinals of the
WNIT, was ranked No. 16. Connecticut,
which hosts the Final Four of the WNIT
is ranked No. 6.

CAA bid

the recovery of the team.

"1 think we've fought back. and
we've run very well in every race but
one.” he said. “We had two great individ-
ual runners, but we come together as a
whole team.”

NOWY [hat ’.II)L“.:.'HI“ B > NAlonas,

Dirksen said he does not intend to watc]

ers fie down an front of the con
petition
I they 1o sausned 1 just go. [old
them thev nugric s 22k just go o Disney

World™ he said. 1 waor Jamto compete

hard.”




