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Our
VIEW

Gun

control

Citizens should let

police watch speeders

In a country ruled not only by the people,
but also by the people’s attitude toward the
law, the serene peace of everyday life is liable
to break into mad chaos at any moment.

And in North Platte, chaos has arrived in
the form of gun-wielding citizens. These
guns don’t fire anything truly lethal; they
only measure speed. But these guns, normal-
ly reserved for use by police, are now in the
hands of the general public —and there isrea-
son to be afraid.

As part of the city’s community policing
program, North Platte citizens have been
handed radar guns to track down speeding
vehicles in their neighborhoods.

For the gun-toting few, there is little they
can do in the way of truly effective law
enforcement. They cannot chase down viola-
tors or hand out tickets. All they can do is
write down license numbers and send them to

. Speeding is a valid criminal offense, and
“.these people may have the best intentions in

tion has to seem flawed. Especially when Mr.
Andersen is the one doing the policing.

Every neighborhood seems to have its
version of mean old Mr. Andersen, the 85-
year-old widower veteran who has a grudge
with the world and an interminable pride in
his lawn.

In the past, mean old Mr. Andersen was
left to scare tactics that were strictly private
sector. Clad only in a bathrobe and fuzzy slip-
pers, he was forced to scream at local youths
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happen overnight, and he has only
been chancellor since 1996.

Further, Chancellor Moeser is
himself a minority, as chancellor of a
large university. He is answerable to
others. If he is sometimes perceived
as being slow to react to incidents on
campus, it may be because he is in the
process of deliberation regarding how
to handle each situation. Every word
he speaks, every memo he writes, and
every decision he makes are subject to

. the scrutiny and critique of those in

the police department.
From there, the police department sends
letters to the speeders reminding them of res-
idential area speed limits. Nothing more is
done.
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