
Lincoln orchestra, opera overcome Gershwin challenge 
By Barb Churchill 

Music Critic 

The Lincoln Civic Orchestra 
played a challenging program of 
Gershwin works Sunday afternoon at 
the O’Donnel] Auditorium. 

The orchestra, under the direction 
of Herbert E. Dregalla, Jr., did a fine 
job both in accompanying the vocal- 
ists of the Lincoln Light Opera and in 

playing “Selections from Porgy and 
Bess” and “Rhapsody in Blue.” 

Members of the orchestra justifi- 
ably should be pleased with them- 
selves, as they played this concert 
with style and grace. A few problems 

with ensemble pitch and balance took 
a while to clear up, especially in 

“Rhapsody,” but overall the program 
went off without a hitch. * 

Playing a program of all George 
Gershwin works can be a problem, as 

the pieces are well known. Even 

though Gershwin has been dead since 
1937, his work is alive, frequently 
heard on TV commercials and in 
movies. Gershwin is a good compos- 
er for a semi-professional orchestra to 

pick because his music is available, 
approachable and appealing. 

Gershwin’s music appeals to 
novices and critics alike because it is 
melodic and has clear jazz influences. 
The difficulty arises in reconciling 
the works’ classical and jazz ele- 
ments. 

The civic orchestra shared the 

program with the Lincoln Light 
Opera, which presented some of 
George and Ira Gershwin’s best short 
vocal works. Included in the vocal 
selections were the songs “Our Love 
is Here to Stay,” “A Foggy Day” and 
“Embraceable You.” 

The show’s four singers Malley 
Keenan, James Schaffner, Kristi 
Olson-Heng and Joleen Kay Allyn 
were excellent. Their songs could 

have sounded maudlin if handled 
improperly. This wasn’t the case 

Sunday. 
Malley Keenan, director of the 

Light Opera Company, sang “Our 
Love is Here to Stay” with accompa- 
niment from his son, violinist Sean 
Keenan. Both Keenans showed excel- 
lent musicianship, with Malley 
Keenan making the most of the 
unusually downbeat lyrics. 

Olson-Heng, a contralto, showed 
amazing stage presence on “Someone 
to Watch Over Me.” Olson-Heng had 

great rapport with the crowd, which is 
rarely matched by professional 
singers with years of stage experi- 
ence. She also had a tremendously 

rich voice and true pitch. 
Schaffner, the baritone soloist, 

shared the stage with Allyn, a sopra- 
no, on “Embraceable You.” Schaffner 
showed great diction and pitch, mak- 

ing the most of the melodic line. 

Allyn was fine as well, having a full- 
bodied sound that blended with 
Schaffner’s. My only complaint is 
that both singers had to compete with 
the orchestra and each other to be 
heard. 

Among the orchestral pieces 
played was the war horse “Rhapsody 
in Blue.” This piece necessitates a 
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Take Off For The Weekend With United Airlines And Return The Following Monday Or 

Tuesday To Get Substantial Savings When You Use Your MasterCard® Card. 

Roundtrip Rates 
WITHIN ZONE A ROUNDTRIP $168 
WITHIN ZONE B ROUNDTRIP $148 
WITHIN ZONE C ROUNDTRIP $158 
WITHIN ZONE D ROUNDTRIP $118 

1 BETWEEN ZONE A & B ROUNDTRIP $188 
■ BETWEEN ZONE A & C ROUNDTRIP $208 

BETWEEN ZONE A & D ROUNDTRIP $288 
BETWEEN ZONE B & C ROUNDTRIP $198 
BETWEEN ZONE B & D ROUNDTRIP $238 
BETWEEN ZONE C & D ROUNDTRIP $168 

® To enjoy these low Weekender Zone Fares plus earn Mileage Plus® 
V) credit on your trip just call your travel professional or United to 

Jb reserve your flight and redeem your certificate. 
m To receive these savings, use your MasterCard® card to purchase an 

£ E-TicketsM between August 30,1997 and March 1,1998 for travel 

^ between September 13,1997 and March 31,1998. Outbound travel 
good on flights departing on Saturday. Return travel good on flights retum- 

/o ing the immediate Monday or Tuesday following departure. 

£ Zone A CT, DC, DE, FL, MA, MD, ME, NC, NH, NJ, NY, PA, Rl, SC, 
0 VA, VT, WV 
^ Zone B AL, AR, GA, lA, IN, KS, KY, Ml, MO, MS, NE, OH, TN, Wl 
° Zone C ID, LA, MN, MT, ND, NM, NV, OK, SD, TX, UT, WY 

Zone D AZ, CA, OR, WA 

Not valid for travel to/from IL/CO/AK/HI. 
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See how you can WIN FREE AIRFARE when 

you visit us at www.mastercard.com/college 
No purchase or on-line entry necessary. To enter you must be a resident o'f the contiguous United States 
(excluding Florida) and enrolled in college as of 9/1/97. A drawing will be held for each of the seven months in 
which entries may be received: September 1997 through March 1998. To enter any month's drawing you must 
e-mail or postmark your entry by the last day of that month. To enter by mail send a postcard with your name 

and complete address to: MasterCard Great Weekend Escapes Sweepstakes, P.O. Box 9109, Medford, NY 
11763-9109. To obtain a copy of the complete rules see our web site (www.mastercard.com/college) or send 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope to: MasterCard Great Weekend Escapes Sweepstakes, P.O. Box 1140, 
Medford, NY 11763-1140. Sweepstakes is void in Florida, Alaska and Hawaii. 

r-I Promo Code: AV0157 0 
Ticket Designator: AV0157 5 

Use Your MasterCard® Card lTra,elC0mplele:Ma,ch3U9^ 1 
For Great Savings On United Airlines. 1 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS: 
Promo Code: AV0157 
Valid Carrier. United Airlines, Shuttle by United, and/or United Express. No codeshare. 
Valid Routing: Roundtrip travel must begin and end in the 48 contiguous United 
States. Origin/destination travel to/from Illinois or Colorado not allowed; however, 
connections via Chicago or Denver are permitted. All travel must be via the routes 
of UA in which UA publishes economy class fares. One way travel/stopovers/circle- 
trips/open segments/waitlisting/standby are not permitted. Open jaw travel allowed. 
Valid Ticket Dates: Aug 30,1997 Mar 1,1998. 
Valid Travel Dates: Sept 13,1997 through Mar 31,1996 excluding Blackout Dales. All travel 
must be completed by midnight Mar 31,1998. 
Blackout Dates: 1997: Nov 22,25. Dec 1, 20,29. 1998: Jan 5. Mar 21,28. 
Class ot Service: V class. 
Advance Purchase: Within 24 hrs of making reservations, at least 14 days prior to departure. 
Min/Max Stay: Saturday-night stay minimum. Outbound travel must be on flights depart- 
ing on Saturday, return travel must be the immediate monoay or Tuesday following departure. 

Mileage Plus Accrual: Yes. 
Ticketing: E-Ticketing only (electronic ticketing service). 
Taxes/Service Charges: All fees, taxes and surcharges including Passenger Facility Charges 
(up to $12) are the responsibility of the passenger and must be paid at time of ticketing. 
Certificate Restrictions: Certificate is required for discount and must be presented 
at time df ticketing. Accept original certificate only. Non-extendible, non-combinable 
with other air travel certificates or discount fare offers (Mileage Plus awards/ 
SilverWings awards/upgrades/companion/convention/group/tour/senior citizen/ 
student/child/Round the World faresAravel packageAravel industry discount/ 
military/government/joint/interline/wholesale/bulk). Not transferable, not replaceable 
if lostur stolen. No cash value: may not be sold or bartered. Protection for flight 
irregularities will be on United, Shuttle by United, and/or United Express flights only. 
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Seats are capacity controlled and must be available in the required booking inventory 
at the time reservations are confirmed. Discount applies to new purchases only and ■ 

will not be honored retroactively or in connection with the exchange of any wholly or 

partially unused ticket. One ticket per certificate redeemed. Lower fares may be available in | 
some markets. 
Ticketing Restrictions: Tickets are non-refundable. Change in origin or destination I 
is not permitted. Tickets MAY BE revalidated tor a $50 per ticket fee. 
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UAL ATO/CTO see S*PM0/AV0157 

Agencies see S*PMA/AV0157 
1. Treat as Type “A” Discount Certificate | 

-Use Fare Basis Code: VE14NMCD I 
-Use Ticket Designator: AV0157 ■ 

-Endorsement Box: VALID UA ONLY/Non-Ref/No Itin Changes | 
2. Refer to ARC Industry Agents’ Handbook, section 6.0 for details?*' 
3. Failure to comply with promotion guidelines could result in debit memo. 
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