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Kids revive
sports’ true

significance

Every Monday#®ight, I lose my
voice.

I yell for 45 minutes straight, and
no one yells back at me. Six little
boys look at me, nod and say “OK,
coach.” Then, we drink juice boxes.

Usually, they do the exact oppo-

site. df what Tiell themi. Not out.of |-
spite, just because their way is more |-

fun than mine. And they really don’t
understand the importance of
defense. All they want is to score a
goal.

Alex, Chad, Dave, Jay, Joe and
Sean are only in the first grade, and
I’'m their YMCA micro-soccer
coach. They still play soccer
because it’s fun. They don’t com-
prehend wins or losses. They aren’t
thinking about scholarships or
national championships or the

money of the pros. "'/ -
Theymthmhngabmﬂhawngﬁm
"For the récord, we ve only lost’

two games this'season. And we con-
tributed to our first demise (4-2) by
scoring a goal on ourselves in the
first half. I don’t feel bad. The team
we lost to scored 22 goals in 24
minutes the game before.

s When I started coaching, I
thought we were going to get killed
every game we played. I was inex-
perienced in soccer coaching, and
the best advice the manual had was,
“Let them play, they’ll figure it
out.” For our first practice, we ran'a
few passmg drills and a few | sconng:
drills; tﬁm started the g

Mféfo-t Soccer s’ dxﬂ‘erem from
anything you’'ve ever seen. The |’

field and goals are smaller and it’s
three-on-three. The YMCA gives
you 45 minutes with your team
every Monday night. The first 20
minutes you practice, then you play |
two 12-minute halves with a one-
minute halftime. Then, the game is
over and everyone has juice boxes.
These six guys have reminded
me what sports is all about. It isn’t
about whether you win or lose —most
times my boys ask if we won or not —

it’s about having fun on the field. It's |

about with your friends, not
aboutoﬂ'-ﬂle-ﬁeldpmbhm.

Besides, they’re all pretty tal- ,
md.ltsnncomctdencethatwe =

win more than we lose.

in stature, can put a pass on his
teammate’s foot.

Joe has a good shot, and always
knows where the net is. Dave is the
Mﬂ-w
ﬁehlnufknmljmtmd

wutsjmbm.

player; he can steal |

averages giving up 114 yards a game on the ground.
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NU SOPHOMORE FULLBACK Ben Kingston carried the ball last year against Kansas State for a six-yard gain in the
Huskers’ 39-3 win in Manhattan, Kan. Rushing yards against the Wildcats may be difficult this year as KSU only
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BY ANTONE OSEKA
Senior Reporter

Even after 29 straight years of wins against Kansas
State, Nebraska isn't overlooking the Wildcats.

Instead, the NU coaching staff thinks this could be the
toughest game left on the Cornhusker schedule.

“It’s not a team with obvious weakness,” Nebraska
coach Tom Osborne said. “I would say, looking at the
remainder of our schedule ... Kansas State is the most
dangerous team we have left. Now that may change, but
the way they are playing now, I don’t see anyone playing

-‘as well as Kansas State is right now.”
-« The Huskers (3-0) and the Wildcats (3-0) kick off at
16:07 p.m. Saturday at Memorial Stadium in a game that
* will be televised seminationally on FX.

Nebraska is coming off a 27-14 upset win over
Washington two weeks ago, while KSU shut out Bowling
Green 58-0 last week. It was an impressive outing for the
Wi]‘;ndc;tsastheyhad over 638 yards of offense, 429 on the

~“Fcan’t remember a K-State team having more than
400 yards rushing,” Osborne said. “They ran the ball

: BY JAY SAUNDERS
Staff Reporter -

The No. 10 Nebraska women’s soccef team is
: ihalfway through an eight-game home stand that con-
¢ tinues this weekend with a 7 p.m. game Friday

Sean isa l_eft-footed power- | against Missouri, and a 1 p.m. game dn%nadxy
house. Chad is a speedster who (£ against Kansas at the Abbott Sports Complex. -
almost has wings on his feet. Alex F. i The Cornhuskers (8-2 overall, 4-2 in the Big 12) .

| :zliblzim w::;t‘;egﬂ to the (£ have won four straight games, and all four have been

* shutouts. Wins ag;mst conference foes Towa State,
r Baylonnd’!hme ech have pushed the lﬁs&mm
> fourth in the Big 12. ¢

8 Eﬁuotln(}-ﬁ 1-4) and Kansas (3-? 1-4) are both
> -youg teams in the bottom half of the conference

n(whwh also has a losing conference record) last -
! weekend jmmechlumwnbermdﬁlm
st play a g ﬁ the Red Raiders

Sotcer team defends at home

After the HNW 350" victdry overTexas Tech -

smon slmuldn’t.

NU expects challenge

O_sborne K- State deserves attention
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. I don’t see anyone playing
as well as Kansas State is right
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Tom OSBORNE
Nebraska football coach

extremely well.”

Nebraska will be looking to shut down the Wildcat
offense while trying to counter with some offense of its
own. Against Bowling Green, the Kansas State defense
allowed only 56 yards of total offense.

“I don’t care who you are playing,” Osborne said of
the Wildcats’ win over Bowling Green, “when a team
plays that well, it has to get people’s attention.”

The biggest factor Saturday might be the Memorial
Stadium crowd, as many Kansas State players haven’t

Please see KSUon 10

keep its oppoﬂm oﬁthe scoreboard. In thelast six
games, NU has only allowed two goals. For the sea-

son, the H hlveonlyhllowed five goals.

~Last weekend against Baylor and Tech, the
Huskers shut down three of the conference’s leadmg :
scorers while

"_rdmgtwnshutouts

American goalkeeper Rebecca

; I her thumb against Texas

Tech but lmsbeem clemd to play this weekend.
Hombeeher ;s lk nation and second in the

utn,ye ahutoqts, is gomg for a school record. “The
‘Husker reco: for
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‘Maturing’
Missouri
to face NU

B The Tigers’ record has
soared under the direction
of Coach Disa Johnson.

BY SHANNON HEFFELFINGER
Assignment Reporter

In three years at the helm of the
Missouri volleyball team, Coach
Disa Johnson has directed the Tigers
through a slow climb out of the bot-
tom of the Big 12 Conference.

One month into her fourth sea-
son, the Tigers (11-6 overall, 0-2 in
the conference) have taken a sudden
leap.
The Missouri volleyball team
returns the same personnel from last
season’s 0-28 squad, but Johnson
said Nebraska will face a new and
improved Tiger version Saturday at 4
p-m. at the NU Coliseum.

The Huskers face Iowa State
tonight at 7:30 at the NU Coliseum.

MU has posted an 11-6 record in
1997, a number that almost equals
the 15 wins accumulated in
Johnson’s tenure.

“We re just 'playmg at a different
e really

push
back when we repushec‘ax Wenever
had the ability to do that before.

“I know we’re maturing. We’ve
been though the growing pains and
we’re turning things around. It’s just
part of the process, and I think we’ve
turned the corner.”

Johnson points to the emergence
of freshman setter Heather Gerber as
a factor in the team’s early season
success this year. Gerber, who has
totaled 496 assists and averages 9.36
assists per game, has allowed the
teamn to improve offensively.

“We’ve-always had good hitters,
but we’ve never had a setter to go
with her,” Johnson said. “The reason
last year happened the way it did is
because we didn’t have a setter. Both
of them were hurt, and we had an
outside hitter setting for us. In our
conference, it’s very difficult to win
really close matches without that
firepower.”

Nebraska owns a 32-match win-
ning streak over the Tigers, and has
swept Missouri 12 times since 1984.
But Johnson said her team — which

- lost to No. 1 Penn State and fourth-
. ranked Stanford earlier this season —
. is not intimidated

by Nebraska.
“The coach that used to be here
just wanted the team to try to score a
few points when it played teams like
Nebraska,” Johnmnid."lhnt’anot

than us. Bm:ftheyhbmhghﬂy
oouldbeag:eatm. '

* Nebraska junior E?atuea hitter
Renee Saunders m@tw




