
Gore takes legal assistance I 
■ Republicans criticize 
vice president one day 
before Reno’s decision. 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Vice 
President A1 Gore fended off a fresh 
Republican attack Thursday for tak- 
ing free legal help from a high-pr9- 
file lawyer, one day before Attorney 
General Janet Reno was to decide 
whether to move a step closer to 

seeking a special prosecutor for 
White House fund-raising. 

President Clinton said Reno 
should make her decision without 
pressure “from me or from anyone 
else.” 

me vvime nouse nas accusea 

Republicans of trying to force 
Reno’s hand by threatening her with 
impeachment if she does not move 

against Clinton and Gore. 
Reno is determining whether to 

open a 90-day preliminary investi- 
gation to study the possibility of 
requesting a special prosecutor 
against Clinton and Gore.tShe 
must decide by Friday in the Gore 
case; her deadline for Clinton is 
Oct. 15. 

Expecting Reno to take the next 

step toward a special prosecutor, 
Gore has hired two defense attor- 

neys. One of them, James Neal, a 

Nashville, Tenn., lawyer who is 
also a former Watergate prosecutor, 
said Thursday that he would not 

charge legal fees — a move that 
drew instant criticism from the 
GOP. 

Neal and George Frampton of 
Washington were hired by Gore last 
month in an effort to convince Reno 
that a special prosecutor was not 
needed. Neal was in Washington for 
the case Thursday. 

He will not bill Gore for his ser- 

vices, though the vice president will 
be charged for Neal’s expenses and 
for any time the law firm’s associates 
spend on the case. The Office of 
Government Ethics determined that 
“pro bono” legal work is a contribu- 
tion that is excluded from federal 
gift bans. 

rJut tne arrangement couia open 
Gore to criticism that Neal might 
expect favors from the vice president 
or his staff in the future. 

“So-called pro bono or free 
legal services are supposed to be 
for the poor and the needy, not the 
vice president of the United 
States,” said Republican National 
Committee Chairman Jim 
Nicholson. 

“Mr. Gore owes the American 
people an immediate explanation of 
this unusual fee arrangement; at the 
very least, it is a questionable exer- 

cise of the vice president’s judg- 
ment,” Nicholson said in a state- 
ment. 

Vincent Falamony, an attorney 
with the ethics office, said the presi- 

dent and vice president are allowed 
to accept gifts — such as free legal 
work — if they don’t solicit the gifts 
and don’t do any favors in return. 
Another exception is when the gift 
is motivated by a longtime friend- 
ship. 

Gore’s office referred questions 
to Neal, who released a brief state- 
ment. 

“The idea to volunteer my time 
to represent the vice president dur- 
ing this period was mine, based on 

my high regard for the vice presi- 
dent, and my longtime friendship 
with his entire family,” he said. 

An assistant to Frampton, Susan 
Kaslow, said the co-counsel will bill 
Gore “at a commercial rate.” 

Falamony confirmed that an 

attorney in Gore’s office sought and 
received clearance to accept the free 
legal work. 

Clinton determined that he 
could not accept free legal work in 
the sexual harassment lawsuit filed 
by Paula Jones because the allega- 
tion did not relate to his duties as 

president. He set up a legal defense 
fund. 

In a brief exchange with 
reporters Thursday, the president 
defended his party’s fund-raising 
practices. 

“It is my understanding that 
everything the Democratic National 
Committee did had the prior 
approval of the lawyers,” he said. 
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HAVE ALREADY 
CHOSEN THE BEST 

RETIREMENT SYSTEM. 

r. TIAA-CREF. 

When it comes to planning a comfort- 
able future, over 1.8 million of 

America’s best and brightest count on 

TIAA-CREF. With $190 bUlion in assets, 
) 

I we re the world’s largest retirement 

company, the nation’s leader in customer 

satisfaction, and the overwhelming choice 
of people in education, research and 
related fields? 

The reason? For nearly 80 years, 
TIAA-CREF has introduced intelligent 
solutions to America’s long-term planning 
needs. We pioneered portable benefits. 
We invented the variable annuity and 

helpeibpopularize the very concept of 
stock investing for retirement planning. 

Today, TIAA-CREF’s expertise offers 

an impressive range of ways to help you 
create a comfortable and secure tomorrow. 

From the guarantees of TIAA’s top-rated 
Traditional Annuity00 to the additional 
growth opportunities of our variable invest- 

ment accounts, you’ll find the flexibility and 

diversity you need to help you meet your 

long-term goals. And they’re all backed by 
some of the most knowledgeable investment 

managers in the industry. 
To learn more about the world’s pre-- 

mier retirement organization, speak to one 

of our expert consultants at 1 800 842-2776 

(8 a.m.-ll p.m. ET). Or better still, speak 
to one of your colleagues. Find out w hy- 
when it comes to planning for tomorrow, 

great minds think alike. 

Visit us on the Internet at www.tiaa-cref.org 

'i J 
Ensuring the future 
for those who shape it. 

" 

“Based on a survey conducted in 1995 by an independent organization in which 96% of respondents expressed overall satisfaction with TIAA'CREF. 
““TIAA is one of only a handful of companies that currently hold the highest marks from the nation's leading independent rating agencies for stability, 
sound investments, ctaims-paying ability, and overall financial strength: A++ (Superior), A.M. Best Co.; AAA. Duff & Phelps; Aaa, Moody's Investors 
Service; AAA, Standard and Poor's. TIAA’s guarantees are backed by its claims-paying ability. These ratings of TIAA as an insurance company do not 

apply to CREF. CREF certificates are distributed by TIAA-CREF Individual and Institutional Services, Inc. For more complete information, including 
\ charges and expenses, call 1 800 842-2733, extension 5509, for a prospectus. Read the prospectus carefully before you invest or send money. / 
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Catholic Church says 
accept homosexuals i 
BISHOPS from page 1 

around,” she said. “They’re not sup- 
porting gay sexuality, but they are 

supporting gay people and recogniz- 
ing them as individuals. 

“It’s the first step and I think it’s a 

very positive first step.” 
But she said she couldn’t specu- 

late on how much tolerance and 
acceptance the statement would lead 
to. 

“It’s hard to say,” she said. “I’m 
just happy they made such a positive 
public statement.” 

Those talked to agreed the state- 
ment was especially positive for chil- 
dren and families. 

Krejci said it all came down to 

love. 
“For Catholic parents who have 

gay and lesbian children all parents 
want to do is love their children this 
makes it a little less painful. This says 
there is nothing wrong with them.” 

And parents who were once torn 
between loving their children and 
serving God now have somewhere in 
the church to look for help, Eickhoff 
said. 

“For the parents who think that 
‘Yes, homosexual acts are wrong, but 
how am I supposed to treat my daugh- 
ter or son,’ they can now feel like they 
aren’t in such a predicament,” he said. 

Navy F-14 crashes in ocean; j 
search for pilot under way 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A Navy 
F-14 Tomcat fighter jet crashed 
Thursday in the Atlantic Ocean off 
the East Coast. The Navy said one 
crew member was rescued by a Coast 
Guard, and a search was under way 
for another. 

The plane was on a routine train- 
ing operation with other aircraft 
when it went down about 4 p.m. EDT 
off the coast of North Carolina or 

Virginia, said Mike Maus, a Navy 
spokesman. 

Both crew members ejected from 
the plane, Maus said. He said a Coast 

I- 

Guard J-Hawk helicopter rescued the 
fighter’s radar intercept officer. A 
search was still under way for the 
pilot, Maus said. 

The fighter was assigned to the 
Oceana Naval Air Station at Virginia 
Beach, Va, 

The Navy said three of its ships 
were within 40 miles of the crash site y 
and, along with aircraft from the ^ 
Navy and Coast Guard, were partici- 
pating in the search. 

Maus also said the Navy has 
begun an investigation to determine 
the cause of the crash. 
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