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Moyers offers advice
to college journalists

BY BRIAN CARLSON
Assignment Reporter

Journalists can and must tell the
day’s important stories in a way that is
interesting and meaningful, docu-
mentarian and author Bill Moyers
said Monday.

But, said Moyers, speaking to
journalism students in Avery Hall,
industry trends are making it more
difficult for journalists to produce
the kinds of substantial, in-depth
stories that have marked his own
career.

Moyers, best known for his
award-winning public-television
documentaries, said the media too
often discard the serious and com-
plex in favor of the soft and senti-
mental.

“It’s always easy and satisfying to
please the public,” he said. “It’s very
difficult, but crucial, to inform
them.”

Critics have praised Moyers for
his ability to draw his audience’s
attention to some of today’s most
intractable problems.

Moyers has produced more than
200 programming hours, winning
more than 30 Emmy Awards and
other accolades. “The Public Mind,”
“Amazing Grace,” “What Can We Do
About Violence?” and the series “A
World of Ideas™ are some of the spe-
cials he has produced.

He was also the senior news ana-
lyst for the “CBS Evening News™ and
chief correspondent for the docu-
mentary series “CBS Reports.”

Through his career, Moyers said,
he has been able to feed his own
desire to learn.

“What I love about this business

is that it keeps me a perpetual stu-
dent,” he said.

But Moyers said it is becoming
more difficult for serious journalists
to find an outlet for their work.

Because media owners are con-
cerned with profits and public
interest surveys, Moyers said, their
ideas of what should be reported are
often in conflict with those of
reporters.

As a result, news coverage has
shifted away from a comprehensive
look at the day’s most important
issues to an emphasis on feature sto-
ries, he said.

Asked by a student if the shift was
justified because the media are trying
to give the public what it wants,
Moyers said journalists have a
responsibility to decide what makes
news.

After picking out the day’s most
important developments, journalists
should think critically about the
news, and tell the public what they
should know to be informed citizens,
he said.

Moyers also responded to a stu-
dent who asked whether journalists’
work should place a “mirror to the
world.”

Journalists should do more than
just “pan over” society and present a
superficial view, he said. Moyers
said journalists should tell stories
that are thought-provoking and
entertaining.

“The job of the journalist is not to
get to the generalization,” he said,
“but to the heart, plot and narrative of
the story that you think is most
important.”

Moyers was in Lincoln to speak
at a benefit for Nebraska Educational
Public Television on Monday night.
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"lile” because we won't be on campus for long. But the career
opportunities are huge. Just think. Working for a national company.
Designing and marketing topoline doors and windows thal are
known the world over. Learning from experts. With room to move up.

Pella- Corporation representatives will be on campus Thursday,
Ociober 23, for Business & Engineering inferviews. For more
information and to sign up, contact the Career Services Center.

Or call our jobline, 515621-6770.
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YOU DEMAND POWER,
SPEED, AND MOBILITY.

Power Macintosh’ 6500/275
Creative Studio
32/4GBf12X(Dy33.6 ModemyMultiple Scan 15AV/L2

Zip Drive\ideo InNTSC Out/TV Tunerffwid/Xbd
Now $3,068 (or $58/month)** serore ResaTE

WANT SOME CASH
. TO GO WITH THAT?

Now is the right time to get an Apple Power Macintosh or PowerBook.
Because in addition to-getting the computer that lets you do more than
you can imagine, you can save big time. For a limited time, students are

eligible for special cash rebates.

*This is a limited time rebate coupon offer. See your Apple campus

reseller today for complete details.

UNL Computer Shop
501 Building (501 N. 10th Street)
Monday - Friday 8:00am-5:00pm
extended hours on Tuesday until 6:00pm
(402) 472-5787
http://compshop.unl.edu
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300

o cash back*

S200

PowerBook® 1400¢/166 cash back*

16/2GB/BXCD/L2/11.3" TFT display
Now $3,199 (or $59/month)** seroRe ReBATE
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Power Macintosh® 4400/200
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Now $1,798 (or $34/month)*™* acrore ReBATE
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